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PREFACE 


THE peoples, descended from the original White Race, 
have inherited a bold spirit, which even the worst 
stage of adversity has been unable to quell. Ad 
astra is the eternal cry of the race, and it reaches for 
the stars in its pursuit of spiritual and material posses- 
sions. ‘The dominion of the White Race has outgrown 
the limits of Europe; it has spread to both sides of 
the Atlantic, transforming the latter into the Mediter- 
ranean Ocean of a racial commonwealth—the centre 
of a civilization. Yet the old spirit abides in Europe, 
and her nations are imbued with it to such an extent 
that, when unable to apply it to enterprises outside, 
they are fain to turn one against the other, even in 
fratricidal strife. Within the race each member aspires 
to leadership. The Great War, which some of us 
have survived, was caused by a struggle for leadership. 
The future may see another such conflict within the 
world dominion of the White Race, but Europe herself 
under modern conditions is too small an arena for its 
unfolding. When we cannot have a thing it is human 
to say that we do not want it, and the peoples of 
Europe to-day turn away from war because they know 
that it means destruction for victors and vanquished 
alike. Economic conditions on the Continent are such 
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that only in an increasing measure of unity can the 
peoples find means to live well and to live better than 
before. In this sense the western part of Europe is 
better situated, because the leading Powers have 
recognized each other’s status in the spirit of the 
Covenant of the League of Nations and have accepted 
the idea of co-operation as equals. But in the eastern 
part things are not settled yet. For this there are 
several reasons, but the chief one we see in the fact 
that Germany has not given up the preconceived idea 
of the Prussian period and does not accept resurrected 
Poland as an equal. This book is written to present 
the case not of Poland alone, but of Germany and 
Poland together, as equal nations among equals. In 
this direction alone can be found the final and com- 
plete settlement of the troubles which continue to 
assail the two peoples. 
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EAGLES, BLACK AND WHITE 


CHAPTER I 
JUSTICE 


IN the winter of 1831 a Legion was marching away 
from the frontier of the Russian Empire across 
Germany towards the Rhine. It was disarmed, 
ragged and footsore, yet signs were not lacking of a 
martial spirit, and in the eyes of the men there was 
a set purpose. In spite of the attitude of the Govern- 
ment in Berlin, the Prussians and other German 
populations along the route were friendly, and in the 
Rhineland their sympathy was expressed by ovations, 
which the presence of the gendarmes accompanying 
the march of the detachments was unable to quell. 
This Legion—a few thousands of war-marked men— 
was all that remained of the army which had unfurled 
the banner of the White Eagle of Poland in a desperate 
endeavour to throw off the yoke of the Russian Tsars. 
It had fought against overwhelming odds and, to 
escape destruction, it had been obliged to cross the 
line of frontier-posts marked with the Black Eagle of 
Prussia to be locked up in a concentration camp. 


1 The historical importance of this migration is set out in 
Ludwig Bernhard, Die Polenfrage (Minchen, 1920), and. Del- 
 briick’s preface to Deutsche Polenlieder (Berlin, 1917). The 
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The bad conscience of the Prussian Government, 
which had participated in the dismemberment of 
Poland, made it fearful of the presence of the refugees, 
who, therefore, were encouraged to direct their steps 
towards France, the old friend of Polish independence. 
That during their progress through Germany the 
members of the Legion would be acclaimed as the 
living symbol of devotion to national duty had not 
occurred to the Ministers in Berlin. This military 
exodus was the corollary of the gathering in Paris 
of the intellectual forces of the oppressed nation, 
which formed the directing centre of the effort for the 
resurrection and liberation of the ancient Republic. 
These fiery patriots and staunch ‘soldiers lived in the 
daily expectation of the upheaval which would bring 
them back to a free and united Poland. 


“‘ By the wounds, tears and sufferings of all the slaves, 
exiles and pilgrims of Poland, 

Deliver us, O Lord. 

For a universal war for the Freedom of the Peoples, 
We beseech Thee, O Lord. 

For arms and the Eagles of our nation, 
We beseech Thee, O Lord.” 

Mickiewicz, The Pilgrim’s Litany (Paris, 1832). 


songs and poems in which the sympathy of the German people 
for the Poles found its expression are in Robert Arnold, Holtei und 
dey deutsche Polenkultus (Weimar, 1898) and Geschichte der 
deutschen Polen-Litevatuy (Halle, 1900) ; Primm, Die Polen in den 
Liedern deutscher Dichter (Lissa, 1907) ; St. Leonhard, Polenlieder 


deutscher Dichter (Cracow, 1911) and Neve Polenlieder (Cracow, ZS 


1917). 
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Not one of them lived to see the glorious day of 
freedom ; more than eighty years were to go by before 
the ao came back to Poland. But the fathers 
of the emigration carried through Europe the flaming 
torch of an idea, lighting the Lamps of Remembrance 
for generation after generation throughout the world : 
the freedom of Poland became a dogma of the 
Democratic catechesis, and millions were brought 
up in the tradition that the “ greatest crime against 
international law was the dismemberment of Poland ” 
by Russia, Prussia and Austria. The emigrants were 
in the foremost rank, wherever the fight against 
reaction was hottest. Their descendants carried on 
the work with such effect that, when the World War— 
the universal cataclysm for which Mickiewicz, the 
national poet, had prayed—overthrew the Romanoffs, 
the Hohenzollerns and the Habsburgs, the nation was 
ready to step into its inheritance. The Poles did 
- not wait for the arrival of Allied troops, and with a 

justifiable pride point to the fact that the foreign 
administrations were swept away by their own fighting 
men. For the Legions had returned ! 

Before this happened, however, Poland for a long 
time was wiped off the political map of Europe. The 
criminal work of dismemberment was begun in 1772, 
when Catherine II of Russia and the Prussian King 
Frederick II, taking advantage of the temporary 
weakness of Poland, carried out the First Partition, 

1 Lord Phillimore’s speech at the International Law Congress 


in Warsaw on August 9, 1928, 
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in which Marie-Thérése of Austria shared after some 
hypocritical hesitation. This misfortune and the 
impact of Democratic ideas from France provoked 
a reaction among the Poles, who prepared themselves 
to reorganize their State. They were not given the 
time for this patriotic work to mature, because Russia, 
Prussia and Austria hastened to proceed with the 
Second Partition in 1793, leaving only Warsaw, the 
capital, independent with a small territory attached 
to it. Even this disappeared in the Third Partition 
of 1795, and by a secret Protocol the Governments of 
St. Petersburg, Berlin and Vienna pledged themselves 
not to employ even the name of Poland, so that the 
memory of its independence should disappear all the 
quicker.1_ Napoleon I promised a great deal and did 
a little to resuscitate Poland. He obliged the Russian 
Emperor to agree to the creation of a Polish State. 
But the existence of his Grand-Duchy of Warsaw, 
too small to hold its own among the Great Powers, 
but large enough to stimulate their jealousy and fear,? 
was a flicker extinguished by Napoleon’s defeat. 
Alexander of Russia and his partners in the Holy 
Alliance resumed the work of annihilation, leaving 
the tiny Free State of Cracow to vegetate for a few 
years as a reminder of historical glories lost for ever. 
The aim was to abolish the Poles as a nation, to absorb 
them, so that their language should cease to exist and 


1 Secret Protocol of January 26, 1797. See F. Martens, — 
Collection of Treaties, St. Petersburg, 1374-1905, vol. ii, P. 303. 


2 Napoleon in his Memoirs written on St. Helena confirms this, 
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their very name should be forgotten. Russia, having 
swallowed the largest portion, and culturally weak, 
could proceed only slowly with the work of de- 
nationalization. But death by inches is death all the 
same, and the Poles, taking advantage of the fact that 
their army, which contained many Napoleonic veterans, 
had not been disbanded yet, rose in 1830. Russia, 
supported by Vienna and, especially, by Prussia, 
which in a Polish victory over the Tsar saw a menace 
for its own existence as a Great Power, made a tre- 
mendous effort, and by sheer weight of numbers the 
rising was put down. After this the work of destroying 
the Polish nationality proceeded with increased speed 
in all the parts of the dismembered Republic. 

To the superficial observer it looked as if the 
criminal undertaking was attended by a considerable 
measure of success. ‘The impression was strengthened 
by the fact that, after the creation in 1870 of the 
German Empire with its aggressive Junkerdom, the 
peoples of Europe, confronted with the growing 
_ danger of a Hohenzollern hegemony, forgot for a time 
the cause of Polish independence. 

After the abortive rising in 1863 against Russia, the 
Poles themselves reconsidered their tactical position 
and relied less on the support of opinion abroad and 
more on their own untiring effort from within. So 
the miracle of a Polish nation, reborn in spirit and 
remodelled on Democratic lines by the effort of the 
people itself, escaped the notice of the general public. 
The time of demonstrations, of risings and of flag- 
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waving was past. The aristocratic leaders, who had 
gallantly held the fort of Polish independence for so 
long a time, were now replaced by men from the 
thick of the popular mass. It was in the awakening 
of the masses, in the steady spread of education, in 
the increase of material wealth, in the momentum 
of an economic development that the Poles found 
salvation. 

The peoples of Europe ignored the ceaseless effort 
of the all-mighty coalition : the Polish mother in the 
home, the Polish educator and the Polish priest 
among his flock. The nation was being rebuilt on 
Democratic lines from top to bottom ; in the nineties 
of last century the two great national parties, the 
National Democrats and the Socialists, were born 
as a sign of a return of the nation to political life ; in 
the first decade of the twentieth century Pilsudski 
injected his unique personality into the arena of social 
relations, invigorating the movement for national 
redemption ; thus was Poland preserved from des- 
truction and prepared to receive its just reward in the 
World War. In 1918 justice was done to Poland, 
not because the Partitions had been a crime against 
international equity, but because the nation was a 
live factor, full of the joy of life. The world bows 
its head in reverence before cenotaphs, but the 
material advantages of life are for the living. Poland 
was splendidly alive, and claimed her heritage in no 
uncertain voice ! : 

The Treaty of Versailles did not create Poland : it 
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recognized the fact of its existence as a Power in 
Europe, represented at the Peace Conference by a 
strong delegation. It is nonsense, therefore, to speak 
about independence having been the gift to the Poles 
of a group of benevolently disposed victors, and it is 
madness to describe the Polish State as a freakish 
comedy, perpetrated by the Allies in an exuberant 
mood after the German collapse. The Empires which 
dismembered Poland are no more. The Soviet 
Tsars, after their attempt in 1920 to carry out the 
traditional policy of Moscow by overrunning Poland, 
are now impotent to cause harm. Austria no longer 
exists. 

Yet in the German Republic, which has replaced 
the Hohenzollerns without getting rid of the Junkers, 
a spirit is abroad which makes us think that the 
White Eagle is not yet secure in the possession of his 
ancestral haunts. The Treaty of Locarno, however 
satisfactory for the settlement of Western Europe, 
by the law of contrast has served to bring out the 
’ German attitude, which refuses to accept as final 
the eastern frontiers of the Reich. The assurance, 
now confirmed by the Pact signed in Paris on August 
27, 1928, that the Germans have no intention of having 
recourse to warlike measures to regain what they have 
lost to Poland means much or means little according 
to the extent to which the Republican spirit is or is not 
dominant in Germany. It certainly does not mean 
that the position can be considered stabilized and 
secure from sudden conflicts. 
. ; 21 
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The Black Eagle of Prussia remains the emblem of 
the Reich, as if to remind us that the age-long struggle 
between the German and the Slav is not fought out 
yet. Eagles, Black and White, still confront each 
other, and nowhere is this more apparent than on the 
frontiers of the territory generally known as the 
Corridor—the only outlet of Poland to the open sea. 
The Black Eagle has not yet accepted the idea that his 
talons must not grip what belongs to his White neigh- - 
bour. An atmosphere of tension exists which is bad 
for the peace of Europe ! 


In judging relations between Germany and Poland 
we may not apply a standard different from the one, 
which after the War has become the International 
Law of Europe, expressed in the Covenant of the 
League of Nations and confirmed by that im- 
ponderable thing, public opinion. This Law works 
in the following manner. The Treaty of Versailles 
contains the Covenant of the League of Nations, the 
letter of which, and certainly the spirit, are opposed 
to the.clauses which restrict Germany’s freedom of 
action as a Sovereign State. This apparent contra- 
diction is the consequence of the fact that the Treaty 
is intended to deal with three consecutive operations : 
(1) the liquidation of the state of war, (2) a period-of 
probation for Germany, and (3) the reinstatement 
of Germany as an equal nation among equals. 


The liquidation of the state of war was effected _ 


de facto when the delegates affixed their signatures 
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to the instrument of the Treaty, and de jure when 
the latter received the stipulated number of ratifica- 
tions. Then came the probationary period charac- 
terized by the restrictions imposed upon a defeated 
Germany, which, before being reinstated as an equal 
nation among equals, was expected to prove the 
sincerity of her conversion to the principles of the 
League and to repair the damage caused by the War. 
The inclusion of the Covenant in the Treaty shows 
that from the very first the Allies and Associated 
Powers foresaw the equality of Germany at some 
future date. During the Peace Conference in 1919 
the German delegation asked for the immediate entry 
of their country into the League. This move was 
designed to end Germany’s period in purgatory 
practically before it had even started. The Allies 
refused the demand, for the reason already stated, 
but in their answer they indicated that the period of 
probation would not last for ever, and that its duration 
depended on the attitude of Germany herself. 

The refusal of the Allies to consent to the im- 
mediate entry of Germany into the League confirms 
our view that League membership implies liberation 
from all restrictions imposed by force upon the freedom 
of a Sovereign State. For a time this fact was for- 
gotten, and the Allies, and to our surprise even the 
Germans, conducted themselves as if the temporary 
restrictions of the probationary period were to go 
on for ever. Germany, instead of renewing her 
application for admission to the League, took up an 
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attitude of distrust towards the latter, and years were 
needed to persuade her of the danger of the policy she 
was pursuing. 

The situation has been confused by the attempt of 
the Germans to place the losses, penalties and restric- 
tions incurred under the Treaty of Versailles into one 
category: that of temporary measures for the length 
only of her period of probation, which automatically 
would become void, or at least fluid, at the moment 
of her entry into the League of Nations. It cannot 
be pointed out too clearly that this point of view is 
misleading. The losses and penalties incurred by 
Germany fall into two categories: permanent and 
temporary ones. 

The alterations of frontiers and physical acts of an 
irrevocable nature, like the destruction of war material 
and ships, come under the first category. Repara- 
tions, occupation of German territory by Allied troops, 
and limitation of armaments are measures which 
should be placed in the second category. We 
agree that, according to certain clauses in the Treaty, 
German disarmament must be considered as per- 
manent. But, scientifically speaking, it is impossible 
to look upon a restriction as permanent, when at some 
future date it will be in contradiction with the position 
of absolute equality to which Germany has the right — 
one of these days to return. Already she is not only 
a member of the League of Nations, but also a per- 
manent member of its Council. Whether we like 
it or not, the conclusion has to be drawn from this 
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fact: the reinstatement of Germany, as an equal 
among equals, has entered the stage of practical 
realization. It may be delayed for a time because 
restrictive measures cannot be liquidated abruptly 
and all together, but it remains at the top of the list 
of questions pressing for a speedy decision. 

The process of the winding-up of the restrictions 
would be expedited if the Germans had the courage 
to renounce their love of quibbling over details. 
They would then see that the conditions governing 
the fulfilment of the probationary clauses are different 
from the one which alone can secure for Germany 
the return of complete equality. In the first case a 
series of definite, though not clearly defined, stipula- 
tions have to be complied with : so many guns to be 
destroyed, so many ships to be surrendered, so much 
money to be paid, etc. In the second case we see one 
all-embracing condition: the Germans are expected 
to become sincere adherents to the Democratic 
principle, as expressed in the Covenant of the League. 
- The so-called spirit of Locarno is just that : for the 
definite rules, with which Germany must comply 
before her political purification is accomplished, 
Locarno substitutes the idea of giving to the Germans 
credit in advance for their good intentions, so long as 
their sincerity is beyond doubt. 

German statesmanship must concentrate on proving 
the sincerity of its desire to live in peace in Europe 
without any thought of revenge by force, and as a 
loyal member of the community of peoples united 
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under the Covenant, which, by its inclusion in the 
Treaty of Versailles, is the charter of Germany’s 
standing as a Sovereign State. Unfortunately, 
Germany’s sincerity is not yet an article of Demo- 
cratic faith in Europe. Governments and political 
circles, pursuing the conciliatory course initiated at 
Locarno, accept this sincerity as established “ until 
the contrary is proved.” In reality doubt persists. 
It is not the chauvinism of the Nationalists which 
keeps the feeling of uneasiness alive. Its chronic 
outbursts, on the contrary, are used with effect by 
the German Government to prove its desire for a 
stable and loyal settlement. 

The fact which is responsible for keeping alive the 
distrust of German protestations of sincerity is that 
at the Council table Germany sits, not as a free agent, 
but bound by a Reinsurance Treaty with the Soviet 
Tsars—the sworn and deadly enemies of all demo- 
cratic institutions. Germany at Geneva has accepted 
to be controlled by Moscow. Casuistical verbiage, 
however cleverly set out, cannot make us forget this 
essential fact. Until it is remedied Germany’s 
membership of the League will remain tainted with 
suspicion of her sincerity. Governments officially 
may prefer to ignore the unnatural link existing 
between the German Republic and the Soviet tyranny, 
but the conscience of Europe remains deeply stirred, 
and refuses to be placated until the thing is done 
away with for ever. It was stated in The Times on 
September 7, 1927, that the German Government, 
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in answer to an official inquiry from the Finnish side, 
had declared that it was opposed to the election of 
Finland to the Council of the League of Nations 
because this would be disagreeable to Moscow. This 
information, which had already been published in the 
Finnish Press, received much attention and has not 
been denied from Berlin. 

It must be confessed that the Allies are themselves 
to blame for the linking up of Berlin with Moscow. 
The Republican régime in Germany came as the 
result of the disastrous war. By subscribing to the 
clauses of the Treaty of Versailles it became marked 
in the eyes of its nationals with the stigma of defeat, 
because the promise of equality contained in the 
Covenant was not understood. Neither did the 
Allies understand the need of making things easy 
for the new Republic by differentiating between its 
democratic régime and the autocracy of William II. 
They continued to treat it with the harshness they 
would have been right in meting out to the Hohen- 
zollerns. When Mr. Lloyd George wanted to 
“hang the Kaiser,” there was at least logic in this 
unpractical demand, but how he became a party to 
extending this hanging treatment to the newly-born 
German democracy passes our comprehension. So 
the Republic began to exist on sufferance from its 
nationals and without friends in Europe. As time 
went on the sense of isolation grew, and the notion 
took root in Berlin that Germany was to be left for 
ever the pariah nation of the Continent. The Allies 
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lingered too long over the application of the restric- 
tions foreseen in the Treaty of Versailles, and held 
out no hopes to the Republic of a kinder treatment 
under the Covenant. With their uncanny knowledge 
of psychology generally, and especially of the German 
mind, the Bolsheviks seized the opportunity of 
offering their company. 

In 1922, at the Genoa Conference, Mr. Lloyd 
George and his colleagues gave to Moscow the un- 
merited chance of collecting the fruits of its intrigues.1 
Isolated from the Allies, the Germans signed the 
Treaty of Rapallo with the Soviets, and for several 
years peace in Europe was delayed by this action, the 
results of which continue to make themselves felt, 
in spite of Locarno and of the entry of Germany 
into the League. After Rapallo the policy of the 
German Government assumed a definite orientation 
towards Moscow. The Republicans had been stulti- 
fied by the Soviet Treaty, and the Nationalists were 
free to accept the hand offered by the enemies of 
civilization. ‘Their chance came when the French 
marched into the Ruhr in 1923. The notorious 
““Abmachungen’”” were concluded between the 
Reichswehr and the Red Army. These “‘ Abmach- 


1 Mr. Lloyd George’s ambition was to meet Lenin at Genoa, 
The Soviet Tsar, after having consented to come, changed his 
mind and the initiated knew that the Conference then lost its — 
attraction for Mr. Lloyd George. The tragic story of the 
signing of the Rapallo Treaty between Germany and Moscow 
is told in Soviet versus Civilization and again in Germany in 
Europe (D, Appleton & Co., London, 1927). 
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ungen”’ are not quite dead yet. Their true nature 
has been disclosed in the Reichstag and in the German 
Press. 

It remains our sincere conviction that the unity of 
Europe cannot be achieved without the co-operation 
of Germany as an equal partner. The experience 
of the past ten years should suffice to teach us this 
essential fact. But the Germany we have in mind 
is the German Republic, a State built up on the 
Democratic formula with the declared intention of 
remaining a peaceful member of the family of the 
peoples of Europe. Her geographical position, if 
nothing else, entitles Germany to play an important 
part on the Continent, and the qualities of her people 
are even more deserving. The War was a crime, 
worse even, it was a gross mistake on the part of 
Germany ; but the brilliant way in which the Germans 
fought and the tenacity with which they held out 
against the World prove them to be true representa- 
tives of the White Race without whom the community 
cannot be complete. It is the bounden duty of all 
to work for reconciliation with Germany—Republican 
Germany naturally. 

The Republic must be helped in every way com- 
patible with reason and justice. The first thing to 
do is to help it to disentangle itself from the unnatural 
company of the Bolsheviks into which it was driven 
by the fault of the Allies themselves. What is needed 
is the light of publicity on intrigues, which thrive in 
secret and are destroyed as soon .as they become 
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public knowledge. The Germans themselves have 
begun the good work, and every possible help must be 
given them to destroy the dangerous ties which have 
grown up in secret between Moscow and Berlin. As 
long as these ties exist, Germany cannot be considered 
a sincere member of the European companionship. 

The reason which makes us take an optimistic 
view of the future relations of Germany with the rest 
of Europe is that the War has broken the back, not 
of the German nation, but of the Prussian hegemony. 
The loss of territories in the east to Poland has placed 
Berlin on the outskirts of the Reich, the centre of 
gravity of which in the cultural and especially in the 
economic sense is shifting markedly towards the 
Rhine. In addition, Berlin has ceased to be the 
impregnable stronghold of a powerful oligarchy 
which, until the War, was able to hold Democracy 
in check by concentrating in its hands all military, 
administrative and even cultural influences. To-day 
there is a German nation indeed, and if by inertia 
the old ruling caste continues to occupy most of the 
posts in the Government, the impregnability does 
not exist any more, and a new spirit is shaking the 
edifice of the power of the old Junkers. 


The reinstatement of Germany as an equal nation 
among equals means that there will be danger in — 
further delaying the recognition of the standing of 
Poland as a Great Power in Europe. Relations— 
between the two countries are nct quite satisfactory 
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at present, but if the step recommended in respect of 
Poland’s position is opposed, they will become worse, 
and the cause of peace will be in danger. The 
reasons for this are the following : 

When the War broke out, the ancient Polish State 
had been dismembered already for more than a 
century. Democracy in Europe, living in the shadow 
of the growing danger of militarism, had allowed its 
original ardour for the cause of Polish freedom to 
cool, and the Monarchies responsible for the criminal 
Partitions were only too anxious to forget that a 
Sovereign Poland had ever existed. The German 
people, especially, were deliberately trained to look 
down upon the Poles as an inferior race, and to consider 
their obstinate clinging to the national ideal as mere 
antiquarian twaddle. As a result of the War, the 
thing which had been considered impossible hap- 
pened : the ancient Republic has come back to life, 
and the despised Poles are masters again of a wide 
area, which to the mind of a Prussian Junker 
represents an inalienable part of the Vaterland. Not 
only that, but a humbled Germany has been forced 
to surrender to the reborn Republic a strip of territory 
which constitutes Poland’s outlet to the sea. It is 
unfortunate, of course, that this ‘‘ Corridor” cuts 
off from the body of the Reich the province of East 
Prussia. At the Peace the Allied and Associated 
Powers, carrying out their democratic duty towards 
Poland, were obliged to choose the lesser of two evils. 
After safeguarding as much as possible of German 
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interests, they left the road to the open sea over 
Polish land with a Polish population in Polish hands. 
Ten years have gone by and we see Poland, not 
only one of the Powers, but well on the way to being 
universally accepted as one of the Great Powers in 
Europe. During this time the Republic has been 
instrumental in preserving Western civilization from 
the onslaught of the Soviet Tsars. For in 1920, if 
the Red Army had not been thrown back by Marshal 
Pilsudski, we would have seen Bolshevism on the 
Rhine. In spite of these external dangers, the land 
has been able to lay the foundations of a solid economic 
development and the existence of its thirty million 
inhabitants, not all of them of Polish race, is visibly 
and increasingly gravitating towards consolidation on 
the lines of unity of national and material interests. 
The reappearance of Poland as a powerful nation 
on the eastern border of Germany, and across the 
latter’s trade routes to Russia, is a blow to German 
prestige—a permanent loss, which a return to equality 
cannot make good. It is not surprising that the 
adjustment to the new order is so difficult and painful 
for Germany. Until now the interests of Poland have 
been protected by the Allies through the mechanism 
created by the Treaty of Versailles. The Allies, 
quite wrongly, have become accustomed to a sort of 
patronage over Poland, an idea which the Poles have 
not resisted with sufficient vigour, because of the 
temporary advantages obtained from the Alliedsupport. 
In principle this is not fair, and becomes less so 
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now that Germany has slipped from under the tutelage 
imposed upon her during the probationary period. 
Since her entry into the League of Nations, where 
she became a permanent member of the Council, 
Germany has discarded the attitude of a defeated 
enemy, swinging herself up to a seat among the Great 
Powers—the guardians of the Peace. In their anxiety 
to hasten the return of Germany into their conclave, 
the Allies made the mistake of compromising with 
Berlin’s demand that Poland should not be given equal 
treatment. The Poles were given a semi-permanent 
seat on the Council, and that only after much disgrace- 
ful haggling. Polish diplomats should not have 
accepted this diminution of the prestige of their 
country. ‘That they did so with the idea of preserving 
momentary advantages in the hope that time would 
be their ally in obtaining satisfaction on the principle 
is a lame excuse. 

A situation has arisen, unforeseen at the conclusion 
of the Treaty of Versailles. Clearly, the victors, 
though they quite rightly wished for Germany’s 
return at a future date to the status of equality, could 
not have planned to achieve this by placing Poland 
in a position of inferiority. Yet this is what has hap- 
pened. As a permanent member of the Council, 
which Poland is not, and as an obligatory participant 
in the private conferences of the Great Powers, 
Germany finds herself now placed in a position of 
superiority over her eastern neighbour. The result 
of this is that the tension between Germany and 
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Poland has not been relieved, and the danger of a 
conflict suddenly arising is not abolished. If the 
intention was to bring about a solution some day by 
a trial of force, then, we say, the steps taken were 
suitable. But, at Locarno, Germany solemnly pro- 
mised not to seek a solution of the eastern frontiers 
problem by the force of arms. She has further bound 
herself now in Paris by signing the Kellogg Pact. On 
the other hand, the problem of German-Polish 
relations is of so complicated a nature that it cannot 
be usefully discussed, much less settled, so long as the 
two countries are, so to say, not on speaking terms. 
And these cannot exist so long as the two Governments 
do not treat each other as equals. For several years 
after the War the Allies preserved the right of control 
over German and Polish policies. Now that Germany 
is being freed of all tutelage, Poland, in fairness, 
demands that no obstacles should be placed to her 
lawful desire to be considered the equal of Germany. 
The facts are there to prove that Poland has the right 
to claim to be a Great Power. A nation which stands 
up for itself is a Power. A nation which has the 
strength and the moral force to exercise a lasting 
influence over international affairs is a Great Power. 
It cannot be denied that no settlement can be made 
in Eastern Europe to-day over the head of Poland. 
Nothing proves that this state of affairs will not con- 
tinue. On the contrary, the signs point to an increase 
of the weight of the Polish view in the Concert of 
Europe. This comes as a shock to those who are © 
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accustomed to the order of things as it existed before 
the War. Preconceived notions die hard, and the 
Polish Republic lacks the consecration of time to make 
her rank of Great Power accepted by the general 
public. This defect will fade as years go by, and 
statesmen will be wise not to allow it to influence 
their attitude. 

The fact that Poland is a Great Power establishes 
the foundations (1) for the attitude of Europe as a 
whole towards Poland, (2) for the relations between 
Germany and Poland, and (3) for the attitude of the 
Poles themselves towards the international situation. 
It is a well-understood rule of practical politics that 
a Great Power cannot be dictated to, and that on 
every issue in which it has an interest its wishes have 
to be taken into account. The time is past when 
Europe could come together and present Poland with 
a cut-and-dried decision; in spite of preconceived 
notions and traditional prejudices, Poland has emerged 
into the consciousness of Europe asa Power. Nothing 
has contributed more to this change than the modera- 
tion of the Polish Government in the presence of the 
mad antics of Moscow after the murder of Voikoff, 
the Soviet representative in Warsaw. This affair was 
the touchstone on which the Polish national standing 
was tried and found to be good. The contrast 
between Bolshevik hysteria and Polish coolness was 
remarked and favourably commented on. The same re- 
mark applies to the Polish attitude towards Lithuania. 

So Poland is placed definitely on a parity with 
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Germany. Relations between the two countries must 
be conducted on the plane of absolute equality. If 
there are questions pending, then the proper way of 
discussing them is by direct approach of one party to 
the other. Germany has a grievance in the question 
of the so-called Corridor ? Welland good! The way 
to air that grievance is by approaching the Polish 
Government. It cannot be repeated often enough 
that problems exist between States which cannot be 
discussed so long as relations have not been established 
on the basis of equality and mutual respect. Germany 
must recognize the standing of Poland, accepting 
equality with her, not in the letter, but in the spirit 
of the Covenant of the League of Nations, giving up 
the hope of coercion by force, or by trying to enlist 
the sympathies of other Great Powers. The policy 
of Europe, as time goes by, will more and more be 
inspired by the principle : “‘ Poland—a Great Power.” 
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CHAPTER II 
POLE AND PRUSSIAN 


Lone before the Christian era, in the days to which 
our precise knowledge does not reach—about 3,000 
years B.c.1—there seems to have been a time when 
fragments of the ancient White Race were obliged to 
withdraw into the valleys of the mountainous regions 
of what we now call Europe. The reason for this 
may have been climatic, or possibly the plains were 
invaded by new peoples. This we shall never learn 
exactly, but we know that the Carpathian mountains 
in Central Europe gave refuge to a group of families 
whose rudimentary speech was destined to become the 
stock of the modern Slav languages. In the course 
of time the ancestors of the Slavs increased in numbers 
and, in the pursuit of food, descended again on to the 
_plain, where, following the course of the rivers, they 
gradually extended the area over which they ranged 
to the seas in the north and south. In the west 
they may have come near the Rhine, and in the east 
they pushed out as far as the marshes. of Pinsk.' 

1Compare Kluchewsky, History of Russia, vol. i, and Pro- 
fessor Briickner’s introduction to his Slownik Etymologiczny 
Jezyka Polskiego (Warsaw, 1927). 


2 The Czech legend about the original migration of the race 
bears out this theory. The authoritative work on the distribu- 
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Meanwhile, in the fastness of the Scandinavian 
peninsula, another branch of the White Race had 
numerically increased also and suffered from chronic 
famine. These were the ancestors of the peoples 
some of which later became known as Germanic. 

When speaking of numbers in those remote times 
we remember that modern standards of population 
do not apply: the climate of Europe was harsher 
than it is now, and the reserves of food were limited, 
because the forest, which mantled the continent, did 
not contain a rich food-producing vegetation and 
agriculture and pastoral pursuits were in their infancy. 
For his sustenance man relied on wild animals and 
fishes. ‘These supplies, abundant as they were in 
places, could not support a large sedentary population, 
so that, probably, a tribe was important if the fingers 
of both hands did not suffice to enumerate its mem- 
bers, and one hundred men constituted an irresistible 
force. 

The difference between the Slavs and the Scan- 
dinavian tribes was that the first in their original . 
habitat were surrounded by a country which presented 
no natural obstacles to gradual expansion, whilst the 


tion of the Slavs in Central Europe is W. Boguslawski, Dzieje 
Slowianszczyzny Polnocno-Zachodniej do polowy XIII wieku 
(History of the Slavs in the North-West until the half of the 
Thirteenth Century) (Poznan, 1887-1900). Also Hellwald, Die 
Welt dey Slaven (Berlin, 1890) ; Tetzner, Die Slaven in Deutschland 
(Braunschweig, 1902); Meitzen, Ztr Agvargeschichte Nord- 
deutschlands (Berlin, 1911); Putzger, Historischer Atlas (32° ed., 
1908), 
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latter lived hedged in by stormy waters and under 
more rigorous climatic conditions. So the Slavs 
spread out imperceptibly by infiltration, but the 
emigration from the north necessitated a fight with 
unkindly elements and was possible at rare favourable 
moments, like the freezing of the straits between the 
Scandinavian peninsula and Jutland. To us the 
narrows between modern Denmark and Sweden are 
not an obstacle, but thousands of years ago they were 
a serious barrier to fur-clad men armed with stone 
axes and possessing at best clumsy dug-outs. The 
population of the Scandinavian peninsula had to be 
driven by a great need to invent means for ferrying 
itself across to the mainland. For the same reason, 
whilst the Slavs could move out in all directions of the 
compass, the Scandinavians turned towards the point 
where the peninsula of Jutland formed a bridge 
towards the continent. Slav families leisurely de- 
scended friendly water-courses ; Scandinavian clans 
had to begin by conquering the dangerous sea or by 
setting out at the worst time of the year. No wonder 
that they developed fierceness and the spirit of co- 
operation to a degree not possessed by the Slavs. 

But in those days the continent, with the exception 
of the lands to the west of the Rhine and to the south 
of the Alps, was empty and, therefore, large; the 
races had space to move about without necessarily 
exterminating each other. If fierce invaders ascended 
the river, the peaceful denizens on its banks could 
retire, letting the enemy pass. Byzantine writers 
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of a later period have left descriptions of the habit 
of the Slavs to withdraw into the depths of the forest 
so as to avoid being destroyed by a superior and better 
armed force. This is why Scandinavian tribes, like 
the Goths, could emerge suddenly on the shores of 
the Black Sea in the far south, as it happened in the 
third century of our era. Before there was the 
famous incident of the invasion of Italy by the Teutons 
and Cimbri, who gave such a fright to Rome in the 
second century B.c. Naturally, in this interpenetra- 
tion the two races were brought into contact and the 
intermixing set in which has gone on through the 
centuries and is not terminated yet. 

The bulk of the Scandinavian emigrants, reinforced 
by successive waves of people of their race, worked 
their way from Jutland in a south-westerly direction 
towards the Rhine and the Alps. They drove a 
wedge in between the Celts in the west and the 
Slavs, whose settlements originally approached the 
great river from the east. (We know, for example, 
of their presence in the valley of the Main, the Slav 
Mohan.) The Romans, having conquered Gaul, 
appeared in force on the Rhine in the first century 
B.c. and were confronted with a welter of Germanic 
tribes, which curtained off what was going on in the 
rest of the continent so effectively that we know a 
great deal about the age-long war of Rome with the — 
Germanic enemy and possess little information about 
the Slavs, who then occupied the major part of Central 
Europe. The decline of Rome favoured the Germanic _ 
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expansion; the Merovingian Franks, the most 
remarkable tribe of the lot, entered Northern Gaul 
and-laid the foundations of what is now Latin France ; 
a branch of the Goths formed a State in the south, 
extending into the Iberian peninsula as forerunners of 
modern Spain; other tribes overran the Balkans, 
Africa and even Italy itself. Whilst this pressure 
towards the rich lands of the west and south continued, 
Central and Eastern Europe remained comparatively 
immune, because of the poverty of the population 
and the lack of natural resources. 

Towards the sixth century of our era the dividing 
line between the Slavs and the Germanic tribes was 
stabilized approximately in the following manner : 
From the Baltic Sea, beginning at the eastern side of 
the base of the Jutland peninsula, it ran to the upper 
reaches of the Weser and from there roughly through 
the positions of the present cities of Fulda and Wiirz- 
burg to the Danube and then to where Innsbriick 
now stands in the Tyrol, continuing southwards 
towards the Adriatic, which was joined somewhere in 
the neighbourhood of the Venetian lagoons. To the 
east of this line from north to south, with the Car- 
pathian mountains as its nodal point, the area occupied 
by the Slav race stretched right across Europe, reaching 
southwards into the Balkan peninsula and ‘extending 
eastwards probably to the line of the rivers Dvina and 
Dnieper. In Northern Europe the Elbe, the Oder 
and the Vistula, springing up close together in the 
Carpathians, were entirely in Slav territory, with the 
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exception of the estuary of the first-named river. 
By that time the migration from Scandinavia over the 
land-bridge of Jutland had come to an end; the 
Vikings had adopted the Roman type of sea-going 
vessel and had become the foremost mariners of 
the world and their prowess was directed overseas. 
The last to move in had been the ferocious Saxons, 
who then occupied the present province of Hanover. 
Their case illustrates the danger of trusting too much 
in geographical place-names, for the Saxons of to-day 
are not their descendants and the Saxony which is 
on the map of Europe is not their country. 

The mass of the Slav tribes living in the area we 
have described was beginning to adopt higher State 
forms and the vague outlines of self-contained national 
bodies became visible. The language spoken was 
more or less the same throughout the mass, and 
cultural development, coupled with the appearance 
of the Christian Faith, promised to bring greater 
unity. Whilst the Germanic tribes in the west were 
under the influence of Rome, the tendency of the 
Slavs, principally because of the direction of the 
trade routes, was to look for enlightenment towards 
Byzantium. The Avars (Attila’s Huns), who at one 
time had threatened to make the valley of the Danube 
a part of Asia, had not been able to maintain them- 
selves and, if things had been allowed to go on as they 
were then developing, it looked as if the Byzantine 
influence would prevail in the ninth century in a 
large part of Central Europe, so that all Slavs would — 
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be united by the Eastern Liturgy. But a warlike 
Turki people, the ancestors of the Magyars we know, 
irrupted across the Carpathians in their narrowest 
part into the wide plain of the Danube, following 
the track of Attila and his Huns. They occupied the 
territory along the river right up to where stands 
to-day the town of Lintz. The Slav mass was split, 
never to reunite, because unto this day Hungary lies 
across the path. The Southern Slavs worked out 
their salvation in their own way; they now rule the 
major part of the country to the south of the Danube 
and in the Balkan peninsula. 

But we are chiefly concerned with the fate of the 
northern section of the race. As if it were not suffi- 
cient that the Magyars had cut off the communications 
with the south and were menacing the Carpathian 
stronghold of the race itself, the Northern Slavs 
found themselves exposed to a menace from two other 
directions. The tribes, which may be described as 
akin to the present Lithuanians and among whom 
the Prusy lived farther west, became increasingly 
aggressive and moved along the shores of the Baltic 
towards the estuary of the Vistula, pressing the 
Slavs out of the coastal region which to-day is East 
Prussia. There is reason to believe that in prehistoric 
times the Slavs and the Lithuanians belonged to one 
racial and linguistic group of the White Race. How- 
ever that may be, it is certain that in the sixth century 
the connexion had ceased to exist and the group of 
Lithuanian tribes appears as an entity separate from 
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the Slavs. And in the west arose the menace of a 
new Germany. 

The dividing line between the Slav and the Germanic 
elements had never possessed the nature of a clearly 
defined frontier. Through the fortune of war it 
had moved forwards and backwards. Often, when 
the fierce Germanic warriors had conquered a terri- 
tory, the Slavs quietly took it away from them by 
infiltration. Characteristic in this respect is the 
expansion of the Slav Czechs over the Bohemian 
tableland, where the Marcomans, a German tribe, 
had established their military kingdom, which gave 
such trouble to the Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius. 
Mutual extermination there was certainly, but there 
was also a great deal of the intermixing which we have 
mentioned. As branches of the same White Race, 
which before the retreat to the mountain fastnesses 
in prehistoric times was united, Slavs and Germans 
were not antagonistic in the ethnographic sense and 
coalesced into a physical type, about which it is 
difficult to decide if this or that element is prepon- 
derant. As soon as the state of direct warfare ceased, 
the Germanic element seems to have been open to 
assimilation with the same facility which distinguishes 
it to-day from other more resisting nationalities and 
which has caused a German professor to explain : 


“The experience of the fight between nationalities 
convinces us that the German people possess only 
a weakly national feeling. . . . The Germans are the 
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only people in the world which see in the surrender of 
national sentiments a cultural achievement.’ } 


This statement sounds paradoxical, but is per- 
fectly true, and we need not go back farther than the 
World War to find proof of the speed with which 
German elements can be culturally absorbed. The 
grandfathers, and in some cases even the fathers, 
of numerous British, American and Russian citizens 
who rendered loyal service against the Vaterland 
had been enthusiastic Germans. Yet this transforma- 
tion is insignificant when compared with the losses 
incurred by Germanism in Eastern Europe and which 
we describe farther on. 

We have arrived at the conclusion that Germanic 
elements are easily absorbed, as soon as their ruling 
class accepts the cultural predominance of another 
race. When confronted with other races, the Ger- 
manic elements preserve their individuality and 
impose it upon others only if they are culturally 
predominant and as long as their ruling class has the 
power to drive them unremittingly towards a national 
goal. So the barbarian Germanic Franks, having 
conquered Gaul, met a Latin-Celt civilization im- 
measurably superior to their own. ‘Their princes 
were assimilated and in a few generations the Ger- 
manic link was forgotten. 

Rome was a power no longer, but her culture 


1 Ludwig Bernhard, Professor of State Science at the Berlin 
University, Der Hugenberg Konzern, Psychologie und Technik 
einer Grossorganisation der Presse (Berlin, 1928), 
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remained and presided at the formation of the Frankish 
realm, which attained its height in the ninth century 
under Charlemagne, the creator of the new Holy 
Roman Empire, the crown of which he received in 
Rome from the Pope. But the centre of gravity of 
his empire was in France, limited then by the Rhine 
from the Alps down to the North Sea. For all 
Western Europe was united by Latin culture. 

When Charlemagne carried his banner across the 
Rhine, his effort was directed not against the Slavs, 
whom he knew only by hearsay, but against those 
Germanic tribes which had not yet accepted Western 
civilization. Charlemagne was a ruthless destroyer 
of the remnants of thé old Scandinavian culture of 
his ancestors, represented by the fierce Saxons. He 
extended the Empire to the limit of the area inhabited 
by the Slavs, for whom the situation was not altered 
by the fact that after his death the western part of 
the realm fell away and the Empire was reduced to 
the valley of the Rhine and to the new territories in 
the east. On the contrary, the danger for the Slavs 
increased, because the new State, prevented from 
extending westwards by the presence of peoples 
stronger numerically and culturally, directed its 
efforts beyond the Elbe. 

The new Germany which now arose was dangerous, 
not because it was Germanic, but because it possessed 
the force supplied by the age-long experience and the 
moral civilization of Rome. For, if the capital of 
the ancient world had lost its political power, its — 
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cultural legacy had passed into the hands of the 
Church of Rome, which, though it aspired to world- 
supremacy, by the force of circumstances was obliged 
to give its chief support to the Germanic Empire. 

The history of modern Europe, to be understood, 
must be taken with that of the Catholic Church, 
which in the darkness of the early Middle Ages 
carried on the tradition of the wisdom, philosophy and 
statesmanship of ancient Rome. Above all, it pos- 
sessed the driving power of a faith yet in its heroic 
phase, the great spiritual force of the time, the only 
one which proclaimed the superiority of the mind 
Over matter and created a spiritual bond between 
men above the claims of race or political allegiance. 
The Church in addition had the monopoly of all 
knowledge, of all arts and of all sciences, including 
that of war; in a word—it was all-powerful. The 
peoples possessing its support had a tremendous 
advantage over all others. The pagan Slavs knew 
the interests of their village and at most of their tribe ; 
the Christian Germans felt behind them the pressure 
‘of civilization. 

It was unfortunate for the Slavs that the spread of 
the Eastern Liturgy, which would have been the only 
means to provide them with the needed incentive to 
unity, was held up for the reasons we have given. 
Rome found later a channel to reach them round the 
western end of the Magyar territory into the land of 
the Czechs in Bohemia, from where the Faith was 
carried farther to the tribes of the Polish group. But 
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there everything had to be created, whilst on the 
Rhine the cultural bases remained from the preceding 
epoch, and so it happened that the pagan unorganized 
Slavs on the western border were exposed to the over- 
powering pressure of an Empire possessed of an in- 
finitely higher level of culture. The result was 
inevitable: they succumbed and were drawn into 
the scope of the Western civilization. This came 
gradually and less by war than by peaceful penetration. 
In this work the churchman competed with the warrior, 
and the Germanizing influence came more from the 
monasteries than from the castles of the margraves, 
for the presence of the monk meant to the peasant 
better cloth, better methods of agriculture, better cattle 
and new professional openings for his children. 

The Elbian Slavs were not destroyed or expelled ; 
they remained on their territory, but gradually they 
amalgamated with the less numerous but more civilized 
intruders, so that to-day the population in those parts, 
which describes itself as German, must have at least 
fifty per cent. of Slav blood and probably more. 
Leopold Ranke, the father of modern German historical 
science, describes these people as German-Slavs and 
considers them as a well-established self-contained 
type. Max Lehman, another well-known German 
historian, addressing in 1894 the Science Society of 
Géttingen, confirmed this, and denied the suggestion 
that this intermixing was the result of persistent and 
bloody warfare. On the contrary, he pointed out 
that there was remarkably little fighting. To bring - 
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home the geographical extent of this racial amalgama- 
tion we can cite Professor Hans Delbriick, who 
declared in 1917: 


““ . . Germanism gradually has spread over great 
territories, which before had been Polish. Not only 
Silesia has belonged to Poland, but originally the 
bishopric of Lebus (now Fiirstenwalde on the Spree) 
was Polish and there was a Polish Duke in Képenick 
(now a suburb of Berlin). Also Pomerania, inhabited 
by the Slavs, was once under Polish sovereignty. Not 
by the force of arms have these territories come to 
Germany, but the Slav princes voluntarily went over 
to the German Reich and to Germanism. From 
Karinthia and Bohemia there existed, according to 
the view of the Patriarch of German history, Leopold 
Ranke, a German-Slav element created by the force 
of things, a peculiar product of the epoch, which went 
on existing and called forth a reaction on the part of 
pure Slavism. The princes of Brandenburg of the 
Ascanian line (the predecessors of the Hohenzollerns) 
as a rule wedded Slav princesses, so that in the end 
their blood was more Slav than German. Generally 
speaking, the German population to the east of the 
‘Saale and the Elbe to-day is to a large part Slav, and 
this German-Slav element has proved its worth.” } 


Meanwhile the tribes of the Polish group, situated 
in the centre of the area occupied by the Northern 


1 Delbriick’s introduction to Deutsche Polenliedey (Berlin, 
1917). This rare pamphlet is dedicated to General Beseler, 
‘the Herald of the reborn Kingdom of Poland and Governor- 
General.” Professor Delbriick wrote it to prove that the interest 
of the Poles was to stand with Germany against Russia. 
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Slavs, had had time to raise the level of their culture 
and to adopt State forms more suitable to make them 
the equals of their German rivals. Whilst the pagan 
and unorganized tribes of the western border were 
absorbed by the higher culture of the advancing 
Germans and formed with them the composite race 
which we have described, the Poles themselves were 
received into the Church of Rome, the only source 
of civilization in Europe, and travelled swiftly upon 
the road towards national unity; their kings of the 
Piast dynasty performed a great work of national 
consolidation, and there was a moment in the tenth 
century when the German Empire was confronted 
with the solid wall of a State which extended from the 
Baltic to Bohemia and the frontier of which passed 
through where now stands Berlin (indeed the name 
of the capital of the Reich is of undoubtedly Slav 
origin) ; but internal troubles destroyed this unity 
and the onward march of Germanism was resumed, 
so that by the end of the thirteenth century the whole 
territory between the Elbe and the Oder was German- 
Slav racially and German politically. 

As a reminder of ancient conditions, we mention 
the curious fact that until 1918 the reigning dynasty 
in the two Mecklenburg duchies was that of the Slav 
Obotrites, who had ruled the land a thousand years 
ago. Also in the Lausitz in the present Saxony there 
are even now thousands of people who acknowledge 
their Slav descent. 

One of the most dangerous features of this eastward 
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march of Germanism was the colonization and con- 
solidation of Austria, which, linking up with the 
Hungarians in the east, completed the separation of the 
Northern Slavs from the Southland. History repeats 
itself : the question of the Anschluss of Austria to the 
German Reich renews the ancient danger of a blind 
wall across the routes connecting the Slavs in the north 
and south. 

In spite of the successes achieved by Germanism in 
this manner, a greater danger to the Slavs came from 
a different quarter. As we have said, the Rhineland 
had never ceased to preserve the tradition of Roman 
culture ; on this foundation, under the protection of 
the Church, a powerful civilization sprang up, charac- 
terized by the development of communal life in popu- 
lous and highly organized cities. This was favourable 
to the production of manufactured goods and to trade. 
The loosely organized State which was now coming 
into being in the Slav area had no cities worth mention- 
ing, and its agricultural population knew little about 
industrial production and the ways of commerce. 
_ The national princes were impressed by the advantages 
which civilization gave to the Germans and were 
anxious to see it installed in their own dominions. 

As happens in such cases, they were too impatient 
to wait for the growth of culture among their own 
people and encouraged the planting of foreign colonies 
in what, at the best, were yet only large Polish villages. 
In this manner scores of towns grew up, among which 
Cracow, Poznan and Gniezno were the most important. 
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Danzig, which to-day stands solitary—the only German 
city surviving on the ancient Polish soil—belonged 
then to a large company of cities, like Culm, Plock, 
Wloclawek, etc., which were the outposts of a culture 
coming from the Rhine. The traces of this German 
invasion are apparent in the large number of household, 
technical and commercial words in the modern Polish 
language. 

The peak of this German wave was reached towards 
the end of the thirteenth century, when the Polish 
princes, not content with the flow into their realm of 
a peaceful German colonization, called to their aid 
the knights from the west to fight against the ferocious 
Prusy, who from their stronghold in what is now East 
Prussia were raiding to the Vistula and even beyond 
it, threatening to cut off Poland from the sea altogether. 
In this manner the Poles themselves helped to create 
that Teutonic Order which caused them endless 
trouble in the following centuries and was the source 
from which sprang the dominion of the Black Eagle of 
Prussia. These crusaders—for they were that in 
the beginning—put down the pagan Prusy with com- 
parative ease and then applied themselves to the more 
congenial task of conquering the Christians in 
Pomerania. 

The first years of the fourteenth century saw the 
Order ruling an uninterrupted band of territory from 
the Neumark of Brandenburg to the Niemen, bringing 
in German colonists by the thousand, planting castles 
and cities all over the place, so that Poland seemed — 
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definitely cut off from the Baltic Sea. Not that the 
Poles cared at that time overmuch for this, because 
their principal attention was drawn as if by a magnet 
towards the fabulously rich lands of the south, to the 
Ukraine, to Galicia, where in the distance beyond the 
limitless cornfields shimmered the blue waves of a 
warm sea. Nevertheless, since the fourteenth century, 
when Poland was reunited into one kingdom, efforts 
were continually made to loosen the stranglehold of 
the knights on Polish communications. Some suc- 
cesses were achieved, but the Order continued to hold 
Danzig and the lower course of the Vistula and 
remained an active menace until 1410, when at last it 
was crushed at Griinwald by the forces of the Polish 
kingdom and of the Grand-Duchy of Lithuania, united 
under the Lithuanian prince Jagello, who had been 
baptized and as Wladislaw had been crowned in 
Cracow, having wedded Jadwiga, Queen of Poland. 
This victory heralded in the “ Golden Age ” of Poland, 
when under the Jagellon kings was seen a swift rise of 
national culture, not only equal to the contemporary 
level in Germany, but transcending it in spiritual 
depth and in the brilliancy of its effects. Poland 
became a Great Power in Europe and, as we have said, 
culture flourished so that the Germans in the towns 
were drawn into the movement and became Poles 
by language and custom. The-German-Slav popula- 
tion across the border felt the influence of their neigh- 
bour in the east, and Imperial margraves, including 
those of Brandenburg, treated the King of Poland 
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with the respect due to a great prince and often to a 
suzerain. 

This growth of the power of the Slav nation was due 
to the development of culture among the nobility, 
which in Poland was very numerous and patriotic. 
In fact, in those days in Poland, like in feudal Germany 
and in the rest of Europe, the class of nobles was the 
nation, because the peasant and the artisan did not 
count. It came to be that in Poland one man out 
of ten, possibly one man out of eight, was a noble, 
so that, contrary to what took place in Germany, there 
could be no concentration of class privileges among 
the members of a small group at the top. In the case 
of the Polish nobility, these privileges grew up along 
lines curiously similar to modern Democratic principles 
in the sense of guarantees for individual liberty and of 
the restriction of the power of the Crown. 

Towards the middle of the sixteenth century Poland 
in a disguised form was a Republic in which the elected 
king could not nominate a successor, was not allowed 
to marry or to divorce without the consent of the 
Senate, or to declare war, send embassies abroad or 
levy new taxes without the permission of the repre- 
sentatives of the nobility. Religious tolerance was 
practised, and though the Catholic religion dominated, 
Protestants and Orthodox were not debarred from 
occupying the highest posts in the Government. 

Poland as a political power and Polish culture con- 
tinued to develop in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries under the successors of the Jagellons, among 
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whom the most famous are Stephan Batory, who 
established Poland as the first military power in 
Europe, and John Sobieski, who enjoyed a position 
equal to that of the German Emperor, whom he saved 
in 1683, when the Turkish host besieged Vienna in a 
supreme attempt to extend the power of the Sultan 
right up to the Alps. At that time the Germans 
certainly had no sense of superiority over the Poles, 
neither was the racial hatred between the nationalities 
pronounced, perhaps because not only was there no 
Prussia, but in those days there were no Prussians in 
Germany. Fate, however, had ordained that Prussia 
and the Prussians should be created by Poland herself. 
The Black Eaglet grew up under the wing of the 
White Eagle, to become later its most dangerous 
enemy. 

The Polish victory at Griinwald had not destroyed 
the Teutonic Order, but the latter’s power was so 
undermined by it that in 1451 the German gentry and 
the cities in the western part of Prussia revolted against 
the domination of the knights and called in the Polish 
forces to their assistance. In 1454 the envoy of the 
“* Prussian League ”’ told a meeting of Polish prelates 
and nobles assembled in Cracow : 


‘* The land and the towns in Prussia have been for 
many years oppressed in many ways by the knights of 
the Cross and have come to the unanimous decision 
not to stand any longer such injustice. Whereas 
Prussia from ancient times belonged to the Polish 
Crown and whereas the knights of the Cross themselves 
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recognized the king as their patron, his Majesty’s 
right to the land stands unchallenged. Therefore 
the lands and cities of Prussia have chosen the king 
for their lord ; they beg and pray that he should again 
receive them into his dominion and under his pro- 
tection, to be their Sovereign, as he is by right.” 1 


After ten years of warfare the Order was defeated, 
and would have been annihilated by the vindictiveness 
of the “‘ Prussian League ” if the Pope had not inter- 
vened with the King of Poland, when at the Peace of 
Torun in 1566 the major part of the territory reverted 
to Poland and only what is now known as East Prussia 
was left to the Order on the condition of recognizing the 
suzerainty of the King of Poland. Fifty years later 
the Grand-Master of the day, a Hohenzollern, became 
a Protestant, and accepted from the King the investi- 
ture as Hereditary Duke of East Prussia. He left a 
daughter, who was married to the Hohenzollern who 
was Elector in Brandenburg, so that in 1618 the two 
titles were united ina single person. But the Elector 
had to accept the Polish investiture. 

The descendants of the Teutonic knights, encircled 
within the narrow limits of the Duchy, could not 
forget the glorious past of their Order. They trained 
themselves to live in a state of perpetual hate for 
Poland. By bringing peasants in from Germany who 
intermixed with local Lithuanian stock, they bred, a 

1 Quoted in Werminghoff, ‘‘ Der Deutsche Orden und die 


Stande in Preussen,” Pfingstblatter des Hansischen Geschichts- 
vereins, Blatt VIII (1912). 
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race apart, German in language, but distinguished 
by the peculiar qualities of fierce hatred and un- 
reasoning obstinacy, for which the ancient Prusy were 
famous. Gradually a new nationality was created, the 
Prussian one, which to-day gives its name to the largest 
individual State in the Reich and to an agglomeration 
of Germans and German-Slavs reaching to the Rhine. 

At the end of the seventeenth century Poland passed 
through a difficult time during her wars with Sweden. 
The famous ‘“‘ Great” Elector of Brandenburg took 
advantage of the situation for a piece of characteristic 
blackmail : first he sided with the Swedes and helped 
to defeat the Poles; then, foreseeing a turn in the 
wheel of fortune, he returned to the Polish allegiance, 
obtaining as a reward in 1657 the freeing of the Duchy 
of East Prussia from dependency on the Polish Crown. 
Thus arose an independent State (not part of the then 
German Empire) which became the point of departure 
for the process of building up the modern Prussia. 

The next step was taken in 1701, when the Elector 
Frederick I proclaimed himself King. As he could 
not do so in Brandenburg without the consent of 
the Emperor in Vienna, he took the title of King “ in ” 
Prussia. He used the word im, because the major 
part of Prussia remained, as we have seen, in the 
legitimate possession of Poland. It was reserved for 
Frederick’s successors stealthily to substitute “ of ” 
for the original “in.” 4 

1“ |, However, the late King Frederick II, of glorious 


memory, having in 1773 annexed to his monarchy the whole 
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The birth of the Kingdom of the Black Eagle in 
this corner of Eastern Europe preordained its alle- 
giance to the spirit nurtured and augmented by the 
Junker descendants of the Teutonic knights. The 
source of the anti-Polish orientation of Berlin is here, 
so that we are authorized to speak, not about the 
conflict of German and Pole, but about that between 
Pole and Prussian, which has not been brought to a 
finish even now. The true German is not anti-Polish 
at all; the historical proof rather points the other 
way, and democratic elements in the Reich, when they 
have had the upper hand, have been distinctly sym- 
pathetic to their eastern neighbour. The best example 
of this is furnished by the forties of the last century, 
when German Democracy, in its revolt against re- 
action and Junkerdom, in no uncertain voice asserted 
also the full right of the Poles to independence and 
national equality. Karl Marx, the apostle of modern 
Socialism, published in 1848, in the Neue Rheinische 
Zeitung, a series of articles in which, with his charae- 
teristic eloquence, he stoutly took the side of the 


land known by the name of Prussia, adopted since an altered 
German title and became Kénig von Preussen instead of Kénig 
in Preussen, This distinction, so just in itself and so easy to 
grasp, has not been always exactly observed, but the King 
expects that foreign Courts, which have occasion to maintain 
with him a correspondence in German, will oblige by complying 
with it henceforward.”’ (Note to the Diet of the German 
Empire in Ratisbon, presented on July 25, 1797, on the 
occasion of the final “ annihilation ’’ of Poland by the Prussian 
electoral Minister. Reproduced in D’Angeberg’s Recueil des 
traités, conventions et actes diplomatiques, Paris, 1862.) 
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Poles against the Prussian Junkers and the Prussian 
bureaucracy. 

The ‘‘ Swedish ” wars of the end of the seventeenth 
century depopulated large tracts in Poland and caused 
a new wave of German immigration, this time not so 
much into the towns as into the rural districts, where 
the newcomers were welcomed with open arms by 
the administration and the proprietors of the large 
estates. This second peaceful invasion of Poland 

y German elements is often lost sight of, yet it was 
considerable and contributed a great deal to the inter- 
mixing of the two races. The Polish nation absorbed 
these new arrivals with even greater ease than those 
of the previous period of immigration, and to-day 
these people can be traced mostly only by their 
surnames or by their religion. ‘These Germans have 
given to Poland some of her finest and most cultured 
patriots. In Western Poland to-day there is an 
important Slav-German element, which, in con- 
junction with the German-Slav one across the border, 
established racial continuity to an extent which 
reduced the conflict between the two nationalities 
to one of culture pure and simple. 

The third wave of German immigration, which the 
resurrected Polish Republic must now digest, is that 
which poured into the country when the Kings of 
Prussia, by co-operating in the criminal partitions of 
the eighteenth century, brought into their power nearly 
one-third of the territory of Poland. The Prussian 
_ spirit looked upon this dismemberment as an act of 
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revenge ; it demanded not conciliation, but oppression 
and annihilation. This is what guided the policies 
of Frederick the Great and of Bismarck and of all the 
successive Prussian administrations. The story of 
this period and, especially, of the successful resistance 
of the Poles is too important to be told in a single 
chapter; it belongs to the amazing history of the 
Polish Democratic revival in Poznan and will be set 
out in another book. The fight has gone against the 
Prussian spirit, and now that Poland is again a Power 
in Europe, the odds are increasingly in her favour. 
But all is not over yet, and the continuation of the 
campaign against the so-called Polish Corridor is a 
danger-sign which cannot be ignored. 
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POMORZE 


TAKEN together, the counties of Kent, Surrey, Sussex, 
Hants with the Isle of Wight, the parts of Berkshire 
and Wiltshire to the south of the Thames and Middle- 
sex with London have an area of 6,500 square miles, 
equal to half the surface of Belgium. This geographical 
parallel gives us an exact idea of the dimensions of 
the Pomorze, the ancient Polish province, known 
in Europe as the Corridor, because, hemmed in 
between the Reich and German East Prussia, it 
constitutes the outlet of Poland to the open sea. The 
Pomorze is intimately connected with the heart of 
the Polish Republic, because its southern boundary 
for more than three hundred miles runs with those of 
the central provinces of Warsaw and Poznan, whilst, 
as the crow flies, the distance between the frontiers 
of the Reich and of East Prussia is more than 180 
miles, or like that from London to Plymouth or from 
Dover to Paris. From south to north, to the shores 
of the Baltic Sea, the average distance is nearly 200 
miles, or somewhat more than from Manchester to 
London. Northwards the breadth narrows down to 
eighty miles, and near the sea it is reduced further by 
the territory of the Free City of Danzig, jutting out 
from the East-Prussian side. 

German historians have no doubts about the Slav 
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ownership of the Pomorze in ancient times, when, 
together with the present Pomerania, it formed the 
territory of a confederation of tribes, known under the 
name of Pomorany.t For our purpose, to establish 
the historical rights of the Polish Republic, as the 
successor of the Kings of Poland, to the province it 
will suffice to choose the following items from the 
mass of evidence which is available. In the first 
place, in the Liber Provincialis of the Holy See, 
reproduced in the Liber Censuum of the twelfth 
century, is a list of Roman Catholic bishoprics of 
the whole world,? which places the territory to the 
east of the Oder under the Polish Bishops of Poznan, 
Gniezno and Kujawa (Wloclawek). ‘The policy of 
the Vatican through the ages and continued until 
to-day is to make episcopal limits coincide with 
ethnographic and especially with political frontiers. 
In the period we have in mind, the powerful German 
bishopric of Magdeburg was successful in drawing to 
itself eastern territories ; therefore the Papal attribu- 
tion to Poland becomes all the more important. The 
bishoprics were not readjusted until 1818, when 
Pius VII in his bull De salute animarum recognized 
the state of affairs created by the Partitions of Poland 


1Quandt, “Zur Urgeschichte der Pomoranen” (Baltische 
Studien, XV, i, 1853); Duda, Rozwoj terytorjaliny Pomovrza 
polskiego (Cracow, 1909); Wehrman, Geschichte von Pommern 
(Gotha, 1919) ; etc. <a 

2 Liber Censuum, ed. Paul Fabre (Paris, 1905). The question 


in detail is in David, La Pologne et l’évangélisation de la Pomévanie 
(Paris, 1928). 
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and the Congress of Vienna by detaching its Pomer- 
anian part from the episcopal see of Kujawa. Now 
that Poland is resurrected, the Vatican has returned 
to.the ancient arrangement. 

Our next witness is Frederick the Great of Prussia, 
the real founder of the power of the Hohenzollern 
monarchy. By taking part in the Partitions of Poland 
with Russia and Austria, the King obtained, in addi- 
tion to other Polish provinces, also the whole of ancient 
Pomerania and, therefore, as we have said, assumed the 
title of Kénig von Preussen, instead of Kénig in Preussen, 
which reminded him of the Polish suzerainty. The 
Partitions, that “‘ greatest international crime ” accord- 
ing to Lord Phillimore, were based on force and carried 
out by force in its most brutal form. Nevertheless 
Frederick wanted to give a semblance of justice to 
his disloyal action. He produced and_ circulated 
to the Governments interested a Memorandum 
establishing his dynastic rights to Polish territory. 
This Prussian exposé establishes the claim of the 
Margraves of Brandenburg to the Pomorze in their 
quality of successors to the Stettin branch of the Slav 


. Dukes of Pomerania, whose claim to the Pomorze, 


Frederick said, was stronger than that of the Polish 
kings, who in the thirteenth century, after the extinction 
of the ducal branch ‘“‘ which had its residence in 
Danzig,” were accepted as suzerains by the nobility, 
because the latter ‘‘ preferred the Polish prince with 
whom they had a language and customs in common ” 
to the Dukes of Stettin “‘ who had adopted the language 
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and culture of the Germans.” This evidence of the 
most Prussian of all the kings who reigned in Berlin 
should be conclusive. 

For our third witness we choose Karl Marx, the 
apostle of Socialism, who in his time was also a brilliant 
journalist. In 1848 Republican feeling was running 
riot throughout Germany and the Prussian spirit was 
at a discount. King Frederick William IV was be- 
sieged in his palace in Berlin by the people, and the 
amazing scene was enacted when the Prussian monarch 
appeared on his balcony to welcome Mieroslawski, the 
leader of the Polish rising in Poznania, whom the 
revolted Berliners had liberated from his prison. 
Republican Germany wanted to see the Poles free, but 
this did not suit the Prussian Junkers ; the unorganized 
revolutionary effort was worn down by the resistance 
of a determined officialdom, and the day of Polish 
liberation, at one moment so near, receded into the 
indefinite future. Marx, the fiery publicist, wrote for 
the Neue Rheinische Zeitung a series of articles to defend 
the cause of Polish freedom. With convincing wealth 
of argument he proved the essentially Slav nature of © 
the lands annexed by Frederick and his successors. 
His pleading was in vain, but, rescued from the yel- 
lowed files of the old newspaper,’ the articles supply 


1The French original (French then was the language of 
diplomacy) of this exposé of March 9, 1773, is in Count Hertzberg, 
Giuvres politiques, vol. iii, p. 70 (Berlin, 1795). (Hertzberg 
was the famous Minister for Foreign Affairs of Frederick.) 

? Karl Marx, La Question Polonaise devant l’ Assemblée de Franc- 
fort, Paris, 1929. 
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proof from a German source of the right of Poland 
to hold among other territories also the Pomorze as 
its ancient heritage. A medieval Pope, a Prussian 
king and the Socialist apostle have combined to 
supply us with material to refute one of the most 
preposterous claims of the post-War period: the 
demand of some Germans for the Polish Pomorze. 

Arguments from the historical past possess a practical 
value only if they are supported by the force of live 
facts. One thousand years ago the whole of Pomerania 
to the Oder was a Slav land, yet a Polish claim to 
Stettin, as the seat of a ducal dynasty long extinct, 
would be met with derision. The Pomorze, however, 
not only was Slav in the past and an integral part of 
the Polish dominion, but it has retained its ethnographic 
character until to-day, in spite of persistent Germaniza- 
tion for more than a century. For proof of this let 
us consider the numbers of the population of the 
province. On January 1, 1g1o—that is, under 
Prussian rule before the World War—the figures of 
the official census! for the territory now constituting 
the Pomorze were : 


Total. German. Slav. Percentage of Slavs. 
990,145 437,412 552,733 56 


Included among the Germans are 15,702 individuals 


1 We find these figures in Polonicus, Die Deutschen unter dey 
Polnischen Herrschaft (Berlin, 1927), a book which bears the 
signs of having been produced under the patronage of the 
Wilhelmstrasse. 
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who put themselves down as bilingual; and in the 


figure for the Slavs are 113,719 Kashubs, a tribe which ~ z 


linguistically is near to the Poles, and in addition had 
the link of the Catholic religion in common with them, 
The corresponding figures of the Polish census of 
January 1, 1921, are: 


Total. Germans, Poles. Percentage of Poles. 
939,254 196,029 743,225 791 


For January 1928 the estimated figures of the 
provincial authorities were : 


Total. Germans,1 Poles, Percentage of Poles. 
973,108 113,512 859,596 88-2 


These figures are interesting : they show a net loss 
since 1910 of 17,037, but a decrease in the German 
element of 323,900, which means, if we assume that 
the Germans went away, that 306,863 Poles came to 
the Pomorze to take their place. If we compare the 
figures for 1910 and 1921 we find a net loss of 50,891 
and a German loss of 241,383, which leaves us to find 
190,492 Polish immigrants to account for.? This 
indicates the force with which the nation is pressing | 
into the Pomorze and to the sea. We must, however, 
have in view that not all the registered “‘ Germans ” 

1 Herr Heidelck, the manager of the Sejmbiivo in Bydgoszcz, 
puts this figure at 110,000 (Deutsche Blatter in Polen, May 1927). 

2 The Polish exodus from the Reich after the peace is estimated 
at about 260,000-270,000, and was an important source for the © 


increase in the Pomorze, which we discover, We have to do, 
in fact, with an exchange of populations | 
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have left, as we were able to convince ourselves 
Betiicing a personal investigation in the summer of 1928. 


- Just outside the southern boundary of the province, 


but organically belonging to it, lies the prosperous 
town of Bydgoszcz (Bromberg). In 1g10 the Poles 
there were only 16 per cent. of the population: the 
Germans to-day are no more than 8 per cent. of the 
total. 

Seeking for the truth of this remarkable turnover 
in a city of more than 100,000 inhabitants, we preferred 
to address ourselves to the officials of the Sejmbiiro— 
that is, of the organization uniting the German mem- 
bers of the Senate and the Diet—the directing centre 
for the defence of Minority interests in Poland. We 
inquired if the fall in the number of German residents 
was due to a colossal exodus? The reply given was 
that many had left for the Reich, but that others 
** belonged to those who under the preceding régime 
were registered as Germans.” This throws a curious 
light on the methods employed by the representatives 
of the Prussian census to obtain favourable ethno- 
graphic results. 

_ We will now consider the corroborating evidence 
supplied by the distribution of the population accord- 
ing to religion and by the results of the elections to 
the Polish Diet, carried out according to the system 
of proportional representation. Under the preceding 
régime the elections for the Reichstag of the Empire 
-and for the Prussian Landtag were by simple majority, 
and, naturally, most of the seats fell to the Polish 


73 


Eagles, Black and White 


candidates. The results of the elections to the Diet 
were as follows: 


Date. Total votes. For Poles, Percentage of Poles. 
1920 >. « 340,366 243,089 71°6 
TO22.< » 338,954 287,008 84°7 
1928 . - 427,312 362,531 84°8 


Under pressure of their political chiefs the Germans 
polled their full strength and did not, like the Poles, 
distribute their votes among several lists—a fatal thing 
to do under the proportional system. Nevertheless 
the Polish percentage, as we see, was not reduced to 
any marked degree. We have not discovered or heard 
any serious German complaint of unlawful pressure 
on the electorate by the Polish authorities ; we con- 
clude that there really was none to place on record. 
A sidelight on the working of the system of propor- 
tional representation is thrown by the fact that 362,531 
Polish votes won eleven seats, whilst 64,781 German 
ones obtained three, so that a Polish deputy to be 
elected needed 32,957 votes, and a German one only 
21,594. This happened because the Poles split up 
into several lists, and the Germans had only one, for 
which they voted like one man. In consequence, 
instead of one German deputy, as in the election of 
1922, the Pomorze sent three in 1928 ; but this result 
does not alter the true relationship between the 
elements of the population. 

Another method of establishing the numeric forces 
of the ethnographic groups is to determine the numbers _ 
of Catholics and Protestants. In Western Poland — 
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there are German Catholics and Polish Protestants, 
but they mutually rule each other out to an extent that 
for practical purposes we may assume the identity of 
ethnographic and confessional divisions, as may be 
seen from the following figures of the census of 1921 
for the provinces of Poznan and Pomorze : 


Poles, Catholics, Protestants. Germans. 
2,394,117 2,376,786 505,617 503,617 


Of the registered Catholics, 56,931 had claimed 
German nationality and 69,143 Protestants declared 
to be Poles. 

We possess the returns of births and deaths in the 
twenty original powzats (subdivisions) of the Pomorze 
for the years 1921 and 1925, and these, in respect of 
the total number of registrations, show an average 
decrease for the Protestants of 47-7 per cent. If we 
apply this reduction to the figure of the 1921 census, 
196,029, we obtain 102,523, a figure lower than the 
official estimate for 1928. ‘This discrepancy may be 
explained by the fact that the powzats are not all of the 
same size. Stolinski,1 who has calculated the numeri- 
cal decline for each powzat, arrives at a total Protestant 
loss of 80,295, which, subtracted from 196,029, leaves 
us 115,734, a figure close to the official 113,512 for 
1928. So that, and especially in view of the corrobora- 


1 Stolinski, Les Allemands en Pologne (Warsaw, 1927). 

3 The “ Deutsche Auslandsinstitut”’ in Stuttgart, in its journal 
Der Auslanddeuische (vol. x, no. 11), puts the German loss in 
Western Poland at 44 per cent., which brings us to the figure of 
109,776 for the Pomorze, identical with that of Herr Heidelck. 
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tion provided by German sources, we assume that the 
Polish percentage of the population in the Pomorze 
is at least 88.1 With time this must increase, because 
the birth-rate among the Catholics has not exhibited 
yet those signs of regression which are noticeable 
among the Protestant element. 

The distribution of the German element in the 
Pomorze is not equal, and the map on page 75 shows 
that it is precisely in the narrower part of the corridor 
that the Slav element is the strongest. On the German 
side much play has been made of the fact that the 
Kashubs, who in a compact mass live in the powzats 
of Puck, Wejherowo (now united with the preceding 
one into one Morski powiat), Kartuzy and Koscier- 
zyna, are not Poles, but a separate tribe. This is 
perfectly true ; but it is no less true that the Kashub 
dialect is not only pure Slav, but also near to the Polish 
language, and that the Kashubs look upon themselves 
as a branch of the Slav race closely related to the Poles, 
with whom, in addition to other cultural ties, they 
have the Catholic religion in common. 

Whilst travelling in the Pomorze we were able to 
discover among the Kashubs signs of a healthy local 
patriotism, but also an understanding of their being 
an integral part of the Polish nation. Whilst the 
Poles in the more southern powzats have been clearly 
influenced by a long association with Germans in their 
home-life, the Kashub villages evoke in the traveller 


1 Incidentally, as a good comparison, this is the proportion. 
of Estonians in their national Republic. 
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memories of the buildings and mode of life in far-away 
Russia. Many Kashubs, living near the sea, were 
drafted into the German navy with its long period 
of service, and are strongly Germanized ; there is 
practically no Kashub intellectual class ; but at present 
the tribe has returned to its Slav allegiance and, as its 
material wealth is increasing swiftly in connexion with 
the development of the whole Pomorze, Polish in- 
fluence is paramount. 

An interesting point is that the Poles started to 
strengthen their hold on the Pomorze long before 
the World War. Towards the middle of the last 
century the Polish owners of large estates, ruined by 
low prices for agricultural produce and by the economic 
policy of the Prussian Government, sold out in great 
numbers to Germans. On the top of this came the 
colonization policy inaugurated by Bismarck, so that 
at one moment it seemed as if the ownership of the 
soil, that essential thing for the national existence, 
would be lost. The situation was saved by the 
Democratic revival of the eighties and nineties, of 
which the centre was in Poznan. Professor Bernhard 
confesses that in the Pomorze alone, in spite of the 
efforts of the Prussian colonizers, the Poles increased 
their holding of land in the years 1896-1914, that is, 
until the outbreak of the War, by more than 35,000 
hectares. The table he gives shows that this increase 
of Polish ownership was distributed more or less 
equally all over the province, and was not due to the 


1L. Bernhard, Die Polenfrage (Munchen, 1920). 
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casual acquisition of a few large estates. The total 
area of the Pomorze in hectares is 473,096 ; we see 
that under the heavy Prussian régime the Poles 
managed to increase their holding by 7-4 per cent. in 
eighteen years. 

The extent of the danger to Polish ownership i is 
seen from the fact that to-day, when, as we know, the 
Poles are at least 88 per cent. of the population in the 
Pomorze, they own only 279,927 hectares, that is, 
56-7 per cent., as against the 193,169 hectares still 
held by Germans, that is, 43:3 per cent. It is symp- 
tomatic. that of the land owned by Poles 223,282 
hectares are in lots of 180 hectares and under, that is, 
in the hands of the peasantry, whilst the corresponding 
figure for the Germans is only 109,342 hectares, that 
is, twice less. On the other hand, large Polish estates 
contain only 56,645 hectares, as against the German 
83,827. Here is a good reason for the heavier inci- 
dence on German landlords of the application of the 
governmental policy for the liquidation of latifundia 
in favour of peasant farmers. 

The Pomorze, or the so-called Polish Corridor, for 
a number of years has been the object of our special 
interest, because the final settlement of Eastern Europe 
largely depends on the consolidation of the access of 
Poland to the open sea.t To verify our theoretical 
deductions de visu we undertook in the summer of 
1928 a tour, beginning with Torun, the capital, 


1See Augur, Germany in Europe and Peace in Europe (London, 


1927: D. Appleton & Co.). 
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situated at the southernmost end of the province, and 
finishing up at Gdynia, the port which Polish enter- 
prise has created in the space of a few years on the 
Baltic. 

In our notebook we find the following description : 


“I came to Gdynia from the south, travelling 
leisurely by road from one of the numerous towns 
to the other. The impression first gained by the 
traveller is that of the Polish character of the province. 
From the south it is approached from the intensely 
Polish province of Poznania, without remarking any 
difference as one enters. The three towns, which lie 
on what may be described as the line of economic 
junction of the Pomorze with the rest of Poland, are 
Bydgoszcz—Bromberg (110,000), Torun—Thorn 
(45,000) and Grudziadz—Graudenz (40,000). Not 
one of these to-day has more than 1o per cent. of 
Germans. The German Nationalists of all Poland 
have their political headquarters in Bydgoszcz, and 
to a representative of this body I turned for an ex- - 
planation of the remarkable fact to me that, whilst in 
the town before the War there were hardly 16 per 
cent. of Poles, there are now not more than 8 per cent. 
of Germans? The answer was ingenuous: ‘ You see, 
under the German régime thousands of people were 
registered as Germans who are now Poles.’ 

** Incidentally the answer to another of my questions 
about the reason why German merchants in Bydgoszcz 
did not find it necessary to have notices on their shops 
in their native language was that ‘ They have, you see, 
to sell to Polish clients.’ This was an indirect con- 
firmation of the essentially Polish character of the 
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city population to-day. It is interesting to place on 
record that in Bydgoszcz is to be seen the canal built 
by Frederick the Great to deflect the trade from 
Danzig in favour of Stettin. 

“I quartered the Pomorze in many directions, 
covering more than four hundred miles by road, and 
I was impressed by the intense building activities 
which were going on everywhere. Something new 
was being built wherever one looked at the landscape : 
a road, or a house, or a barn, or a school, or a fence. 
Agriculture appeared to be flourishing, and the cattle 
made a good impression throughout. At Dzwiersno, 
on the experimental farm, I found in the visitors’ 
book the name of a prominent German nationalist 
who had come to see the excellent seeds and potatoes 
produced there. On a picturesque river in the centre 
of the province at Grodek the provincial authorities 
had built a hydraulic power-station to supply energy to 
Gdynia in the north and to Torun in the south and to 
Grudziadz in the east, so that a third of the territory 
is already electrified. A duplicate station is being 
built at Zur higher up the river. 

“The countryside was perfectly peaceful, and 
search as I might I could not discover anywhere signs 
of a military occupation or of a ‘ Polizeistaat.’ I 
amused myself in counting the policemen met on the 
road and in the villages, and the average was one to 
each hundred miles. Of these one carried a business- 
like carbine, the second held a girl round the waist 
when our searchlight discovered him sitting on the 
parapet of a bridge, and the third had his arms full 
with two babies. Upon inquiry I discovered that 
this rarity of the police is explained by the fact that 
the force for the whole province of not far from 
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1,000,000 inhabitants consists only of 1,100 men. 
In this number are included the officers detailed for 
passport revision on the frontiers. The peacefulness 
of the country was brought home to me again in 
Gdynia, where, after inspecting the fine new school, 
I asked to be shown the prison, and the mayor, who 
accompanied me, to his shame was obliged to confess 
that there had not yet been time to build this important 
element of culture. 

“* Driving through the countryside I came to village 
after village with Slav names and heard so much 
Polish spoken that there is no doubt in my mind about 
the ethnological character of the population. German 
colonies planted here and there and richly endowed by 
the Prussian colonizers only help to bring out the 
essentially Polish character of the country. The 
farther north one goes into the bottle-neck, that is, 
into the real corridor, the more pronounced becomes 
the Polish aspect of the villages and of their inhabi- 
tants.” 


The following extract renders the impression : 
** As I stood on the hill near an old Kashub burial- 


ground and looked down upon the bustling activities 
of the brand new Polish port of Gdynia, the Shake- 


_speare, a British steamer deeply laden with 9,000 tons 


of rice from Burma, was just being berthed in the 
Inner Basin, next to the newly erected husking plant. 
Her cargo had come from Rangoon straight to the 
Polish consumer. On the quay were stacked baulks 
of oak which had come by rail from Soviet Volhynia, 
far away in the south, to be dispatched to London. 
Another British steamer was discharging phosphates 
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from Algiers. The port was full of shipping, and a 
dozen steamers were lying in the roads, waiting to 
come in. Far out to sea the curved breakwaters 
marked the limits of the Outer Basin, whilst excavators 
and suction dredges were busy eating their way inland 
opening up new basins and canals. 

‘“* Looking down upon this picture of ‘ American ’ 
life, it was hard to believe that a few years ago the 
place had been an empty swamp. Three years ago 
in the fishing hamlet there were eighty inhabitants 
and three stone houses. To-day there are 10,000 
people, and the streets, the canalization and the 
water-supply are laid out in prevision of a population 
of 70,000 within the next five years. So Gdynia, 
which is so new that many maps do not show it, is an 
accomplished fact of great importance to British 
commercial interests. Taken on its own merits, 
Gdynia is interesting as an ‘ American’ growth. 
But its real importance lies in the fact that it is part of a 
movement which is carrying the Polish nation through 
the Pomorze to the open sea. The German Admiralty 
before the War had discovered the advantages of 
Gdingen, as the place was then called, and planned to 
build there a large naval port. The embryonic navy 
of Poland occupies a small corner of the huge territory 
of the port of Gdynia, but the latter’s importance is in 
the presence of the commercial flags of the ships of 
many nations, which come straight to Poland.” 


Generally speaking, nowhere in the Pomorze does 

one gain the impression that with the return to Poland 

. the cultural or the material well-being of the popula- 

tion has suffered. On the contrary, as we have said, 
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there is a feeling abroad of an uplift and of a construc- 
tive endeavour superior to those which existed in the 
province when, before the War, it was a sleepy back- 
water without wide interests and without any hinter- 
land. ‘To-day Poland is pressing through the Pomorze 
to the open sea, and economic connexions have sprung 
up reaching not only to the farthest ends of Poland, 
but beyond them into Central Europe. This will 
become even more apparent when the trunk railway 
now being built for a monthly turnover of more 
than 1,000,000 tons will be completed, and will connect 
Gdynia with Bydgoszcz and with the coal-mines and 
industrial districts in the Republic. 

Beyond Gdynia along the shore and on the long 
peninsula of Hel a string of bathing resorts is being 
created, supplying an incentive to thousands of Poles 
to visit the Pomorze. So important is the latter 
considered to be for the nation that the watchword 
has already been thrown out that every Pole must 
make the pilgrimage to the coast at least once in his 
life. 

An interesting example of the activities which link 
up so closely the Pomorze with the rest of the Republic 
_is afforded by the town of Grudziadz on the Vistula. 
Before the War the Poles there were the hewers of 
wood and carriers of water, and were barely 12 per cent. 
of the population. When the German merchants and 
industrialists, unwilling to remain under Polish rule, 
emigrated en masse, they prophesied the end of Grud- 
ziadz. Yet the latter to-day has the same number of 
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inhabitants as before the War, of whom more than 
go per cent. are Poles. The industrial undertakings 
which existed before are all being carried on, and 
many have been expanded to meet the demands of 
the new Polish market, whilst new industries, among 
them a rubber manufactory with 3,000 workers, have 
been created and are working in three shifts. The gas- 
works, the electric-power house, the tramways, the 
water-supply, the sewage system, the slaughter-house 
and the hospitals are being maintained in excellent 
order and have been enlarged. There is an excellent 
scheme of town-planning and workmen’s dwellings 
are being built on a considerable scale. The educa- 
tional establishments have more than 7,000 pupils. 
But a similar state of affairs prevails also in other 
towns of the Pomorze. 

Naturally, it should not be forgotten that after the 
peace the Germans, filled with disgust at the idea of 
being obliged to cede the province to Poland, did 
nothing to facilitate matters for the new administration 
of the province, which in many cases discovered that 
important assets had been removed and valuable 
information was being withheld, so that many things 
had to be created or built up anew. From the Vistula 
the German river authorities removed all the technical 
means and even transported away the archives, so 
that the Polish engineers have needed several years 
to master the details of the tortuous course of this 
capricious river. Local agriculture in the Pomorze 
found itself deprived of cheap credit, because the 
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financial institution, built up by the effort of the whole 
population and the headquarters of which were in 
Danzig, was transformed in haste into a private bank 
without any regard for the interests of the territory 
which had become Polish. The same sabotage took 
place in many other directions, and it is only now, 
after ten years of steady work and growth, that most 
of the difficulties are being overcome by the joint 
effort of the administration and of the population itself. 

During our visit to the Pomorze the point in which 
we were very much interested was that of the relations 
between the Polish and the German elements. In our 
notebook we find the following remarks : 


* To study the conditions under which the German 
Minority lives in the province I went to the powiat of 
Sempolno, a district where there are more than 40 
per cent. of Germans. Just across the border in 
Prussia is Flatow with a large percentage of Poles. 
This is an example of the practical difficulty met with 
when one tries to make a political frontier coincide 
with ethnographic divisions. In the office of the 
Starosta at Sempolno I discovered a Polish document 
dated March 22, 1754, an order to the local authorities 
from ‘ Aleksander Hilary s Potulic Potulicki, hrabia 
na Wiedzborku, Sempelborku, etc., starosta, pulkownik 
K. Mosci i Rzeczypospolitej ’ (Count Alexander Hilary 
Potulicki, Starosta and Colonel of the King’s Majesty 
and of the Polish Republic). The Polish language 
of the order and the titles of the Starosta supply proof 
of who was the real master in the Pomorze before the 
Partitions. In Komierovo, not far off, I was hospitably 
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received by Pan Komierowski, whose family has lived 
on the estate without interruption ever since their 
ancestor came from Czechoslovakia with Queen 
Dombrowka, the wife of Mieczyslaw, in the tenth 
century. 

““In Sempolno my chief attention was devoted to 
the question of education. For under the Prussian 
régime the chief grievance of the Poles was that their 
native language was absolutely banned from the 
schools, even the lowest. Without warning anybody 
in advance, I chose a village in the district called 
Wlosciborz (pronounced Wloscibus) and visited the 
school there. I found that under the same roof there 
was a German and a Polish class. This showed that 
the Poles in the Pomorze-do carry out the stipulations 
of the Minority Treaty they have signed. Generally 
speaking, I find that the Polish administration makes 
a point of going beyond the stipulations of that treaty 
in questions of education. What was extraordinary 
was the discovery in this school that the German 
teacher takes Polish history with the children in the 
Polish class, whilst his Polish colleague teaches arith- 
metic to the German children. This example does 
prove, I think, that the two nationalities can 
live peaceably together. Under the Prussian ré- 
gime such a thing would have been impossible. The 
reading book for the German class had been compiled 
and had been published by the Association of German 
Teachers in Poland '—also a thing unthinkable in pre- 
War days, when there were no Polish teachers, much 


1 Landesverband deutscher Lehrer und Lehrerinnen in Polen, 
Lesebuchkommission im Ortsverbande Poznan, Lesebuch fir 
Schulen mit deutscher Unterrichtsprache in Polen (Bydgoszcz, 
1925), 
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less an Association of them. I judge the Poles in- 
capable by nature of practising oppression long if 
they themselves are not oppressed. 

“An interesting observation I made all over the 
Pomorze is that the Poles do not refuse to speak 
German, whether in official places or on private 
occasions. I made a point of speaking German to 
Poles, and obtained a courteous if not always a pleased 
answer. The number of Germans speaking Polish 
seems to be considerable, and some of them are anxious 
to display their proficiency in the language. The 
army is the school, among others, in which the young 
generation is acquiring a good knowledge of Polish. 
Leaders of the Germans in Bydgoszcz declared that 
their recruits were treated well, but said that this ‘ was 
evidently propaganda.” They complained that it was 
difficult for Germans to be promoted officers. 

“A complaint of this sort may be a sign of the 
growth of new national sympathies. I do not forget 
that for centuries the Poles and Germans have inter- 
mixed to such an extent that often it is difficult, judging 
by names alone, to decide a question of nationality. 
As soon as they were free from the discipline of the 

Prussian corporal, Germans in these provinces have 
always shown an inclination to become absorbed 
racially and culturally by the Poles. Mutatis mutandis 
an identical process is taking place in Germany in re- 
spect of Poles. In any case, investigators of conditions 
in Western Poland should be warned against judging 
the sympathies of people by their names alone: Meyer 
is an ardent Pole and Tatulinski a fervent German.”’ 


The question of educational facilities for the German 
Minority as the touchstone for the whole attitude of 
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the Polish Government is so important that we have 
devoted to it a special study (Annexe, p. 95). Here we 
shall only say that in the Pomorze at the time of writing 
there were maintained by the Government twenty- 
seven grammar schools for Germans, and 101 German 
classes in Polish schools in all, with 5,675 scholars of 
both sexes. The teachers, with few exceptions, are 
all Germans, and with the exception of 3-4 hours 
per week of Polish the rest of the teaching is all in 
German. Five thousand and fifty German children 
go to Polish schools in districts where they are too few 
to have a German school or a German class of their 
own, but in each case where the number of German 
scholars is no less than twelve they receive religious 
instruction in their native tongue, and in addition 
steps are now being taken to supply in each case 
German reading and writing lessons. There are also 
ten private schools for Germans with 508 pupils. 
There is a special German high school in Torun, and 
in the two schools in Grudziadz parallel classes where 
the teaching is in German are provided. There are 
also three private German high schools (gymnasia) in 
the Pomorze. A comparison with pre-War days is 
not possible, because under the Prussian régime there 
was not a single Polish school, class, or teacher in the 
whole province, 

The Prussificators despised the advice of the famous 
German philosopher, Emmanuel Kant, who said that 
“in Prussian Poland it is important in the school and 
in the Church to organize the teaching of the Polish 
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language according to its purest form, even if it is 
spoken outside the country, and gradually to make it 
general, because in this way the language and the 
customs of the people can be best satisfied and under- 
stood.’ 1 


ANNEXE TO CHAPTER III 


EDUCATION IN THE POMORZE TO-DAY AND IN PRUSSIAN 
Times : A COMPARATIVE STUDY 


AUTHORITIES.—-Before the War, when the Pomorze 
was called West-Preussen, the highest educational 
authority in the province was the Provinzialschulkolle- 
gium (Provincial School Board), dependent on the 
Ministry of Cults in Berlin. But it was the Oberprasi- 
dent (governor of the province) who acted as chairman 
of the Board, so that the latter was a part of the political 
administration. Indeed, the Volkschulen (elementary 
schools) were directly subordinated to the Ober- 
prdasident, through a special educational section in his 
office, whilst the high schools took their orders from 
the Kollegium. In the Kreise (Circles) the authority 
was the Kreisschulinspektor (Inspector of Schools), but 
only on educational issues, for questions of personnel 
and the school budgets had to be submitted by him 
_ to the political chief of the Kreis, the Landrat (Counsel- 
lor for Land Affairs). 

The Polish law of June 4, 1920, establishes a com- 

1 Notice by Kant to Mielcke’s Lithuanian-German Dictionary 
(Kénigsberg, 1800). 
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plete separation between the educational authorities 
and the local administration. In the powiat the 
Inspector and in the wojewodztwo (province) the 
Curators of Schools are independent of the Starosta 
(chief of the powiat) and the Wojewoda (governor of 
the province). The administration has the right of 
addressing suggestions to the educational authorities, 
but the latter are not obliged to carry them out. If 
there is a dispute, it is referred to the Minister for 
Education in Warsaw. The idea underlying the 
Polish law is to make education independent of 
political interference, so as to keep the schools free 
from party quarrels. 

ELEMENTARY ScHOOLS.—The essential difference 
between the Prussian Volkschule and the Polish elemen- 
tary school of to-day is that the latter is built up on 
more democratic lines. Before the War the children 
who were to go later to the high schools (the gymnasia) 
were educated in special preparatory classes, whilst 
the educational standard in the ordinary Volkschule 
was kept intentionally very low. The Polish school, 
on the contrary, does not make these distinctions, and 
future candidates for the high school have to begin 
with other children in the elementary school, the course 
of which lasts from three to four years. As in pre- 
War times, education is obligatory, and no child can 
be excused attendance without good reason. The 
police are responsible for the carrying out of this 
regulation, which applies equally to the pupils of 
schools where the teaching is in German. Under the 
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Prussian régime the elementary schools were main- 
tained by the local rates (if the population was entirely 
Polish it was obliged to support the German school, 
where not a word of Polish was taught). Under the 
Polish Government the major part of the expenditure 
is covered by the State. The salaries of the teaching 
staff are entirely State-paid. 

SCHOOL DIsTRIBUTION.—The Prussian idea was to 
place a school in every locality where there were 
children of the necessary age. This was an advantage 
from the point of view of school attendance, but led 
to the multiplying of small units served by a single 
schoolmaster, who was obliged to take at the same 
time pupils of eight consecutive years. The Polish 
authorities desire to improve the educational facilities 
of the peasant mass and, therefore, wherever possible, 
create bigger schools with several teachers, so that 
the children in each class have a special master. In 
consequence small schools are being gradually replaced 
by fewer but larger ones. The reform can be 
accomplished only after a number of years, because ~ 
roomier classes and accommodation for the teachers 
have to be provided on a scale involving the expendi- 
ture of considerable sums of money. 

MINorITY QuEsTION.—In the treatment of national 
Minorities lies the chief difference between the 
Prussian and Polish régimes. The Prussian Volk- 
schule refused to take into account the cultural needs 
of the Polish population. The Prussian Government 
looked upon the school as the principal instrument 
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of a ruthless Germanization. The clearly defined 
object of the educational system was to make Polish 
children forget their nationality. German was the 
only language learnt, in which all subjects had to be 
taught, even in those private schools which on rare 
occasions were allowed to open. The instructions 
of the police were to see that privately, even in the 
family, no teaching was done in Polish. ‘The Catholic, 
that is the Polish, priest was expected to teach religion 
in German, even to young children who did not know 
a word of that language. Only in the last year of the 
War, when the Prussian régime began to totter and 
it was desired to conciliate the Poles, was it permitted 
to teach religion in the native tongue. 

In the Polish Pomorze the principle followed is 
different. ‘The Government guarantees to its German 
citizens cultural freedom. This essential principle 
was established before the signature on June 28, 1919, 
of the so-called Minority Treaty with the Great 
Powers. For already in the beginning of that year 
the High Council of the People in Poznan ordered 
that a German child be taught in a German school, 
and that in every locality in which forty German 
children of the necessary age were to be found, ade- 
quate educational facilities should be provided. This 
rule goes farther than the Minority Treaty, which 
stipulates for the creation of special schools for the 
German Minority only in the towns and rural districts 
where it is present in considerable numbers. The 


Polish educational authorities obey the rule of main- _ 
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taining a school or a special class in all cases where 
there are at least forty German children, and if the 
number is smaller, German is taught also independently 
of percentual considerations. 

In the Pomorze to-day twenty-seven self-contained 
schools exist in which the teaching is in German. In 
additionthere are 101 German classes attached to Polish 
schools. The number of pupils in these schools and 
classes is 5,675 and the teachers are all German. Polish 
is taken as one of the subjects for 3-4 hours per week. 
There are 5,050 children who live in parishes with an 
insignificant German minority. They frequent Polish 
schools, but in each case where a group of at least 
twelve can be formed they receive religious instruction 
in their native tongue, and in addition the teaching of 
German reading and writing is now being introduced. 
There are also ten private German schools with 508 
pupils. 

The object of the Prussian Volkschule, in addition 
to Germanization, was to produce loyal soldiers of 
the Hohenzollerns. The Polish school wants to 
educate free citizens faithful to the Democratic idea of 
government. A comparison between the school books 
of the two periods is instructive. The dynastic legend 
and snobbery of Prussian Junkerdom, with its dis- 
torted historical propaganda and military drill, has 
been replaced by more human relations between 
teachers and pupils (corporal punishment is now 
abolished) and by the introduction of new humanitarian 
subjects. Across the border on the East Prussian 
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side the attentive observer will discover remnants 
of the old pre-War system. 

TEACHING STaFF.—Under the Prussian régime the 
teachers in the Pomorze were forced by disciplinary 
measures and by police supervision even in their 
homes to use only the German language. ‘They were, 
therefore, Germans from the Reich, and the few Poles 
among them were unable to speak their native tongue 
correctly. Years had to pass before the Polish 
educational authorities were able to deal satisfactorily 
with this terrible state of affairs, and only gradually 
could new teachers be supplied with the necessary 
academic qualifications. ‘The principle—now gener- 
ally applied—is that every member of the teaching 
staff must pass five years at a special seminary, 
preceded by one year’s work in a preparatory course. 
This means that the qualifications are the same as in 
the Prussian time, when prospective teachers went 
for three years to a preparatory institution and then 
were trained for the same number of years in a semin- 
ary. Before promoting a teacher to the post of 
head master or head mistress the Polish authorities 
demand from the candidate additional academic 
qualifications. Teachers for German schools are 
trained in special seminaries which exist in various 
towns in Central Poland. 

H1cuH ScHoots.—At the end of the Prussian régime 
there were in the Pomorze ten high schools (gymnasia) 
with a full nine years’ course, eight with a six years’ 
course and seven schools for girls of various types. 
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In all there were twenty-five high schools with 6,870 
pupils of both sexes. To-day in the Polish Pomorze 
there are thirty high schools (ten of them private) 
with 7,784 pupils. No distinction in the programme 
is made between the sexes, and all successful graduates 
have the right of going to a University. (In Prussian 
times this right was limited for girls.) Instead of 
nine years the course in the Polish gymnasia is only 
eight, otherwise there is no great difference in the 
system of education, but, naturally, the high school 
has ceased to be an instrument of nationalization by 
force. From 1go1 the Prussian Government had 
abolished all teaching of Polish or in Polish. The 
pupils were forbidden to use the language among 
themselves in the play-hours. If Polish boys and girls 
were discovered meeting in the houses of their parents 
to study national history or literature, they were 
expelled from school and exposed to prosecution in 
the courts. This happened in 1901 to thirty-three 
Polish boys at the gymnasium in Thorn (now Torun) ; 
not only were they expelled, but they received sentences 
‘of one week to three months in prison. ‘The Govern- 
ment maintains the German gymnasium in Torun as 
it was before the War with German teaching, German 
teachers and German textbooks. Two gymnasia in 
Grudziadz have parallel German classes, and in 
addition there are three private schools staffed with 
German teachers, some of whom even to-day do not 
speak Polish. 

TECHNICAL SCHOOLS.—The educational authorities 
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POMORZE ELECTIONS IN THE 


Electors Registered Number of Voters Percentage of 


F 3 in the Year in the Year Voters in the Year 
oe Powiats. 
id 
ie 1922. 1928. 1922. 1928. 1922. 1928. 
rs Tezew . 16,739 | 19,933 | 13,594 | 18,095 | 81-2 | 90:8 
© | Gniew . 12,662 | 13,834 | 10,492 | 12,385 | 82:8 | 89°5 
Pa Starogard 28,986 | 33,753 | 23,602 | 29,663 | 81-4 | 87:9 
o | Koscierzyna 21,526 | 23,714 | 18,906 | 22,574 | 87-8 | 95:2 
® | Kartuzy 27,951 | 31,107 | 22,907 | 27,858 | 81-9 | 89°6 
4% | Wejherowo . 19,812 | 21,833 | 15,279 | 18,630 | 77:1 | 85:3 
4 | Puck 12,586 | 17,457 | 10,690 | 14,143 | 84:9 | 81-0 
Total 140,262 | 161,631 |115,470 | 143,348 
~ | Grudziadz (town) . | 17,099 | 22,040 | 12,687 | 18,632 
oY | Grudziadz (powiat) | 18,573 | 21,842 | 14,649 | 18,953 
<q | Chojnice - | 31,639 | 36,437 | 25,992 | 31,998 
0 7 | Sepolno 12,740 | 14,825 | 10,805 | 13,363 
§ Swiecie 36,161 | 43,083 | 28,990 | 38,399 
Tuchola 14,559 | 16,583 | 12,828 | 15,441 


Total . 130,771 |154,810 | 105,951 | 136,786 


gq | Torun (town) - | 20,951 | 24,343 | 16,929 | 20,716 
- | Torun (powiat) 22,799 | 27,381 | 18,314 | 23,431 
& Chelmno 21,082 | 23,845 | 16,792 | 21,625 
» | Brodnica 26,097 | 29,744 | 21,972 | 25,964 
© | Wabrzezno 19,61I | 23,464 | 16,224 | 20,029 
w Lubawa 25,937 | 28,726 | 22,491 | 26,524 
4 | Dzialdowo 9,217 | 11,656 7,450 | 10,004 


Total 


- |145,694 | 169,151 | 120,172 | 148,293 


- |416,727 | 485,600 | 341,593 | 428,427 


Pomorze total 


Urban votes 
Rural votes . 


115,403 
301,324 


144,267 
341,333 


90,877 
250,716 


119,226 
309,201 
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YEARS 1922 AND 1928 


Cancelled Bulletins Votes Cast in the Year 


in the Year in the Year 
1922. 1928. 1922. 1928. 
13,505 | 18,026 2,289 3,304 
10,474 | 12,369 719 1,006 
23,560 | 29,592 1,586 1,888 
18,890 | 22,517 3,000 3,117 
22,851 | 27,798 1,964 2,309 
15,246 18,589 I,612 3,570 
10,645 | 14,111 1,903 2,464 
115,231 | 143,002 | 13,073 | 17,658 
12,637 | 18,539 | 2,043 | 2,829 
14,593 | 18,884 | 3,747 | 4,229. 
25,912 | 31,936 4,152 5,085 
10,773 | 13,343 | 5.473 | 6,286 
28,914 | 38,245 6,720 7,703 


12,790 | 15,405 1,513 


105,619 | 136,352 | 23,648 


Votes for German List 


T,703 


Percentage of 
German Votes in 


16,088 | 20,660 1,557 
17,907 | 23,378 2,866 
16,721 | 21,578 3,316 
21,906 | 25,929 2,030 
15,814 | 19,976 2,761 
22,458 | 26,497 668 


7,326 9,940 2,045 


2,157 
3,515 
4,006 
2,560 
3,255 
I,000 
2,795 


147,958 


118,220 15,243 


19,288 


339,070 | 427,312 | 51,964 


64,781 


the Year 

1922. 1928, 
16-9 | 18:3 

6-9 8-1 

6-7 | 6-4 
15°95 er5-8 

8-6 8-3 
10-6 IQ°2 
17°8 | 17°5 
TE-3 | §2°3 
16-2 | 15°3 
25°7 | 22°4 
I6-0 | 15:9 
50°38 | 471 
23°2 | -20°r 
Pi Seie ihr 
22'4 | 20-4 

9:6 | 10-4 
I6-0 | 15:0 
19°8 | 18:6 

g'2 9°9 
17°4 | 16-3 

2:9 3:8 
27°. | 28-1 
I2‘9 | 13:0 
15°3 | 1571 


14,168 
37,796 


II9,056 
308,256 


89,346 
249,724 
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are particularly proud of their achievement in the 
sphere of professional education. The establishments 
which existed under the Prussian régime have been 
maintained and extended, and new ones have been 
added in considerable numbers. So a School for 
Seamanship has been founded in Tczew (Dirschau 
on the Vistula), an Agricultural Academy in Dembowa 
Lonka in the powiat of Wabrzezno and technical 
schools in Tczew and Dzialdowo. The foundation 
of a group of professional schools is planned in 
Grudziadz, and the system of evening courses for 
apprentices in various trades is being developed. 
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CHAPTER IV 
THE GERMAN CORRIDOR} 


THE Polish nation considers that the question of the 
Corridor does not arise, and it is denied that the 
description can apply to the Pomorze, a large and 
populous province, preponderatingly Polish by race 
and language to-day, as it has been for centuries. 
To this consideration is added that the Pomorze 
contains the only outlet to the free sea, to which 
Poland has a right as a national unit of 30,000,000 
and as a Great Power in Europe. This right has been 
solemnly recognized in the famous Points of President 
Wilson, which Germany accepted when she pleaded 
for peace after the World War. 

The official point of view in Germany is that the 
separation of East Prussia from the Reich by the 
so-called Polish Corridor is a gross mistake, committed 
by the authors of the Treaty of Versailles. We are 
told that there will be no lasting peace in Europe 
so long as Poland retains possession of the territory 
on the left bank of the Vistula, by which the connexion 
between the bulk of the State and its most German 
province has been severed. The re-establishment 


1This chapter contains the revised arguments, already set 
out in Augur, Germany in Europe, and Peace in Europe (D, 
Appleton & Co., 1927). 
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of the contact between East Prussia and the Reich is 
demanded, not only as an act of political justice, but 
also as a satisfaction to the sense of dignity of a nation 
sorely wounded, we are told, in its patriotic pride by 
the insertion of a foreign wedge into its body politic. 
It is argued that if the territorial link between East 
Prussia and the Reich were re-established, essential 
Polish interests would not suffer in the least, because 
Germany would concede complete free port and 
transit rights to Poland, which would make the 
existence of the frontier invisible. The Poles are 
represented as trouble-makers, because they refuse to 
consider this solution, which, it is said, without in- 
fringing a single one of thtir vital interests, supplies the 
final argument needed to make Germany a willing and 
sincere member of the family of the nations of Europe. 

Before discussing the respective merits of the case 
for the retention of the Pomorze as an integral part of 
Poland and of the alternative of linking up the German 
Reich with East Prussia, it will be useful to place on 
record our conviction that it is the essentially Polish 
character of the Pomorze which in 1919, when the 
conditions of the treaty of peace were being hammered 
out in Paris, saved East Prussia for Germany and 
prevented Danzig from falling under the absolute 
sovereignty of Poland. For the wording of Wilson’s 
famous Thirteenth Point of January 8, 1918, is the 
following : 


“* An independent Polish State will be created which 
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will embrace all territories with a preponderating 
Polish population and with a free access to the sea.” 


The German Government declared its willingness to 
accept President Wilson’s Points as the foundations of 
peace, and no reservations were made by Prince Max 
of Baden, the last Imperial Chancellor, in respect of 
any of them when he pleaded for peace on the basis of 
the American proposal; later the Germans protested 
against some of the clauses of the Treaty of Versailles 
on the ground that they infringed the moral principles 
laid down by President Wilson. The ‘“‘ and ” in the 
sentence quoted shows that the free access of the 
resurrected Polish Republic to the sea was not to be 
limited to territories with a preponderatingly Polish 
population. In other words, the creation of the 
outlet to the sea was not to be governed exclusively 
by racial considerations, but by the principles of 
political sovereignty and economic independence. 
The weight of this argument is known in Berlin, for 
in an important book, published under official patron- 
age, the Thirteenth Point is prominently quoted, but 
the part of the decisive sentence beginning with “‘ and ” 
is omitted.’ 

It will be remarked also that President Wilson 
does not mention the plebiscite as a conditio sine qua 
non for the determination of the racial character of any 


1 Prinz Max von Baden, Evinnerungen und Dokumente (Berlin, 
1927). 
2Polonicus, Die Deutschen unter der Polnischer Herrschaft 
(Berlin, 1927). 
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territory. If the so-called Corridor had not been 
uncontrovertibly Polish the Allies in Paris, in granting 
the access to the sea, would have been obliged to be 
guided exclusively by considerations of a political and 
economic nature. This means that Danzig would 
have been awarded to Poland unconditionally, and 
the Vistula, as the chief artery of the resurrected 
Republic, would have been framed on both sides in 
strips of territory which would have cut off an 
important chunk from East Prussia. The southern 
frontier of the Masurian lakes and, in addition, on the 
Minorities principle, the eastern part would have gone 
to Lithuania,! so that only an insignificant enclave 
would have remained in German hands. The 
Pomorze, Polish through and through, was the safety- 
valve which permitted Mr. Lloyd George, who seems 
at that time to have taken a dislike to the Poles, to 
resist the dismemberment of East Prussia. 

The statements, in which the German case is 
presented persistently and with great force, leave one 
point, curiously enough, obscure: we are not told 
the exact territorial changes which are considered to 
be equitable and fair. From the fact that the province 
of Poznan is generously left to Poland we infer that 
the Reich aspires to receive the entire great province 
of the rich Pomorze, or at least that part of the pre- 
War province of Western Prussia which lies on the 
left bank of the Vistula. It cannot be otherwise, for, 

+The reasons for this statement are to be found in Chapter 
VI, devoted to the case of East Prussia. 
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from the German point of view, any arrangement 
which leaves the lines of Biitow to Tczew (Dirschau) 
and Chojnice—Starogard—Tczew in Polish hands could 
not be considered satisfactory. We shall now compare 
the case of the Pomorze, which for the sake of argument 
we shall call the Polish Corridor, with that of the 
German Corridor, if it existed, between the Reich 
and East Prussia. 

The Treaty of Versailles deprived Germany in 
Europe of a number of territories : Alsace-Lorraine 
returned to France ; Belgium was given the cantons 
of Eupen and Malmedy ; Denmark recovered a part 
of Schlesvig ; a slice of Silesia, the old Duchy of Posen 
and Western Prussia became again Polish; and 
Czechoslovakia also obtained some Silesian land. In 
respect of these losses Germany does not exhibit an 
identical attitude. We do not hear about a demand 
on her part for Alsace-Lorraine, and the impression 
prevails that the return of this rich province to France 
is tacitly accepted as final. Schlesvig is not mentioned 
except by a few irredentists, and Eupen and Malmedy 
are discussed calmly as objects for barter. Czecho- 
slovakia is not troubled for her share of Silesia, but 
the return of some of the territory lost to Poland, 
especially the Corridor, is demanded with a great 
outcry, and declared to be the essential condition for 
general settlement in Europe. 

The healing processes of time develop slowly, and 
we cannot expect the Germans to give in to the spirit 
of final renunciation without at least a mental struggle. 
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The danger is that the policy of Germany in respect 
of frontiers in practice is governed, not by a broad 
national principle—‘‘ the old Imperial limits or 
nothing ’—but by considerations of expediency. 

It is interesting to compare the cases of Alsace- 
Lorraine and of the Polish Corridor. Alsace-Lorraine, 
not claimed by the Germans at present, belonged 
originally to the Holy Roman Empire ; it was annexed 
by France in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
and re-taken by the new German Empire only in 1870. 
The population is French by its sympathies, but is 
of Germanic stock. On the other hand, the Corridor, 
that is West Prussia, which the Germans loudly 
demand, is an ancient Slav land, subject to the Kings 
of Poland. It became a German possession only in 
1772, in the First Partition of Poland. ‘The population 
is predominantly Polish by descent, by language and 
by custom. The Corridor—West Prussia—always 
sent Polish Deputies to the Reichstag. So, if Ger- 
many can claim anything, it is rather Alsace-Lorraine 
than the Polish Corridor. She prefers to demand 
the latter, it is said, because Poland is not as strong 
as France. This suggestion cannot be true, because 
the Government in Berlin is too well informed of 
the alliance between Warsaw and Paris. We dismiss 
also another suggestion, namely, that Alsace-Lorraine 
was taken in 1870, whilst the Corridor had been in 
German possession for a century longer. We say 
that there are weightier reasons for the loud demand 
for the Corridor. 
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East Prussia, the province separated from the Reich 
by the Polish Corridor, as it was separated already 
before, is the citadel of Prussian Junkerdom. Whilst 
there is no part of the German nation which makes 
it its special business to protest against the French 
sovereignty over Alsace-Lorraine, an outcry is raised 
in the Nationalist stronghold against the foreign 
barrier which divides it from the Vaterland. Here 
is the true reason why to Germany the loss of the 
Corridor is more painful than that of the two rich 
provinces in the west: it creates a break in the 
territorial continuity of the Reich. Self-contained 
States aim at having an unbroken ring defence of 
national frontiers. The fact must also be taken into 
account that the Polish Corridor runs athwart the 
German plan for a direct outlet towards the east, 
towards that Russia which haunts the dreams of 
politicians and industrialists as the German market 
of the future and a reservoir of strength for Germany. 

A psychological reason exists for the German 
attitude towards the question of the Corridor. For 
several generations the Prussians had trained them- 
selves to look down upon the Poles as an inferior race, 
the destiny of which was to be fertilized by German 
culture. Suddenly the tables are turned, and the 
erstwhile subject comes as master to take back his 
heritage. It is intolerable to surrender to people 
whom you do not consider your equals. ‘The German, 
even in defeat, cannot hate the victorious Frenchman 
as much as he detests the Pole, who has returned 
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to claim his property under Allied protection. We 
disapprove of the German attitude, and for the sake 
of international justice must resist its implications, 
but we understand how it arose. 

The whole of Europe in the second half of the last 
century committed the crime of forgetting the claim 
of Poland to independent nationhood. From 1772— 
the year of the First Partition of Poland by the 
irresistible might of the Great Powers, Russia, Prussia 
and Austria—to 1846, when the last remnant of 
Polish independence (the Cracow Republic) was 
swallowed by Austria, the plight of Poland was before 
the eyes of Europe. The sympathies of Democracy 
were on the side of the nation which, against great 
odds, rose again and again to throw off the foreign 
yoke. In 1863, during the rising in the part held by 
Russia, the sympathies of the British and French 
were with the Poles. For more than four generations 
the freedom of Poland was an essential dogma of the 
Democratic catechesis. This interest was merited, 
because, far from being weakened by bondage, the 
Poles found in it strength to raise the national ideal 
to a high spiritual level. 

Then came the long-drawn-out period which 
preceded the Great War, when Europe was arming 
in preparation for the clash, which all foresaw, and 
of which nobody could foretell the exact form. In 
this state of growing anxiety the Poles, we confess it, 
were forgotten; not only was the cause of Polish 
freedom forgotten, but under the powerful impact 
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of German Kultur, people, quite unconsciously, 
acquired the habit of asking with disdain : ‘‘ What is 
Poland after all?’ The War broke the chains of 
Polish liberty, but it is difficult to destroy pre- 
conceived notions, inculcated by stealth, and there 
are people even now who think of Poland as one of the 
freakish results of the Allied victory. This attitude 
is unreasonable. Poland, as she is to-day, is not a 
new State, but an old one re-born, and the ten years 
which have passed since the War show that she is 
a living national organism, continuously growing in 
strength, a Power to-day and a Great Power in Europe 
to-morrow. In the dispute over the Corridor, Poland 
and Germany must be considered as equals. 

The trouble about the so-called Corridor is that 
no solution is possible which can satisfy both parties. 
While the Corridor forms an outlet for one party, its 
walls, though pierced with doors, are a barrier against 
the other party. The ideal solution for the Corridor 
is to abolish it altogether. But, as there are many 
people in the world deprived of a sense of humour, 
we refrain from making again the suggestion that the 
Pomorze and Danzig should be exchanged against 
East Prussia with Konigsberg. When we made it 
in Germany in Europe we were certain that the irony 
would be plain. Unfortunately a leading newspaper 
in Berlin: devoted its front page to a withering 
criticism of our book, from the pen of its correspondent 
in Moscow, who in all seriousness discussed the pro- 


1 The Berliner Tageblatt, September 7, 1927. 
117 


Eagles, Black and White 


posal for an exchange of territories and populations. 
In the methodical German way, other newspapers 
followed suit, and the idea was born that in Great 
Britain the plan of a territorial exchange was looked 
upon as possible. Let us consider the question from 
the practical point of view. 

We have said that, in the case of Polish ownership 
of the Pomorze, the expression “‘ Corridor”’ is not 
applicable. If we allow it to stand for the sake of 
argument, we find that the transfer of the Corridor 
to Germany does not destroy it. It is only turned 
round, and instead of running from north to south it 
goes from east to west—a change of adjectives. There 
would be a real German Corridor instead of an 
imaginary Polish one. For the map shows that the 
whole of Poland would be cut off from the open sea 
by the German protuberance. 

The question therefore must be put: will a German 
Corridor be more conducive to peace than a Polish 
one? We look at the map and see that the Polish 
Corridor is the only outlet to the open sea for a country 
of more than 30,000,000 inhabitants. ‘The time may 
come when the sea will be forsaken for the higher air : 
at present it remains the highway for the world’s 
commerce ; free access to it is a boon for any State. 
So the existence of Great Britain is bound up with the 
freedom of the seas, and the British are experienced 
judges on the question. The Polish Corridor separates 
East Prussia with a population of about 2,500,000 — 
from the rest of the Reich, but leaves its maritime com- _ 
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munications free. A German Corridor would join 
East Prussia up with the Reich, but would cut off the 
Polish mass of 30,000,000 from free communication 
with the world. On one hand we have a Polish 
Corridor across the local communications of a province 
which retains free access to the sea ; and on the other, 
a German Corridor, which stands across the only 
outlet of a great nation towards the world’s maritime 
routes. Judging objectively, we say that on this point 
the Polish claim is incomparably stronger than that 
of Germany. 

Existing treaties secure for Germany the right of 
free transit to East Prussia. The lines of communica- 
tion from Berlin to the province end on German 
territory and in German ports. If Poland were given 
similar facilities of transit across a German Corridor, 
her line of communication would end either in a 
German port or, at best, in a free-port territory under 
the sovereignty of Germany. The traffic between 
the Reich and East Prussia is to a large extent pro- 
vincial, whilst Polish traffic across a German Corridor 
would carry the totality of Poland’s sea-borne trade 
with the world. We reach the conclusion that from 
this point of view the Corridor is more vital to Poland 
than to Germany. A high German official is our 
witness that the conventions concluded. with the 
Polish Government for the free transit of passengers 
and goods by railway across the Corridor give complete 
satisfaction and, practically, by doing away with 
customs and passports, have made the frontiers “ in- 
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visible.” Dr. Holz, of the Reich Railway Directorate 
in K6nigsberg, in East Prussia, declared already in 


1924 : 


“ From the point of view of transit East Prussia has 
ceased to be an enclave. The railway of the Reich 
has thrown a bridge across the Polish territory. The 
internal German tariff for transportation is applied as 
if the territory situated between East Prussia and the 
rest of Germany were yet a German possession. It 
must be admitted also that the administration of the 
Polish railways does its best to carry out its obliga- 
tions.” 


The far-reaching character of the facilities accorded 
by Poland to the German transit between East Prussia 
and the Reich can be seen from a publication of the 
“* Institut fiir ostdeutsche Wirtschaft ”’ in K6nigsberg *: 


“The arrangements for military traffic are quite 
ample for peace-time. For within a week up to one 
thousand four hundred men and eight hundred tons 
of warlike store may be transported in both directions. 
But if in the case of events connected with domestic 
or foreign politics a larger number of troops has to be 
transported, a special agreement with Poland will be 
necessary.” 


Czechoslovakia and other Central European coun- 
tries are protected at present against exorbitant railway 


1 Holz, Ostpreussens Wirtschaft und Verkehy nach dem Kriege 
(Kénigsberg, 1924). 
4 Deutike, Ostpreussen und der Polnische Korridor (Jena, 1921). 
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tariffs to German ports on the Baltic and in the North 
Sea by the possibility of using the alternative route 
through Poland to the open sea. A German Corridor 
would eliminate competition, and Germany would be 
in a position to dictate tariffs to Central Europe. This 
is not desirable, either from the point of view of the 
interests of Czechoslovakia, Hungary and other States 
on the Continent, or from that of British trade in- 
terests. The Pomorze allows British trade to pene- 
trate direct to Poland, and to a great hinterland ; it 
protects it against a railway monopoly. A German 
Corridor presents no advantages to British trade: on 
the contrary, it makes it dependent on German good- 
will. Again, under normal conditions, which will 
certainly come back, the trade of a large part of Russia 
gravitates towards the Western Baltic. The Pomorze 
leaves to that trade the choice of alternative routes 
over different national territory. A German Corridor 
places it at the mercy of Berlin. We see that from the 
point of view of international trade the Polish Corridor 
is preferable to the German one. 

_ After the disappearance of the Soviet Tsars, Russia 
will return to Europe as a civilized State, and then the 
British and the Russian policies will be found to be 
in agreement on the question of the preservation of the 

so-called Polish Corridor. Ever since railways came 

to play an important part in the economic develop- 
ment of the country, an important part of Russia, 
delimitated approximately in the east by the rivers 

Dvina and Dnieper, has been linked up with the 
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harbours on the Baltic, which are situated to the west 
of the present Latvian frontier. Before the World 
War the whole coastline was in the hands of Germany, 
and it was a long-standing grievance of Russian com- 
merce that, in the absence of a competitive route, it 
was obliged to bow before the exigencies of the ego- 
tistic tariff policy of Germany. On two occasions, in 
1904 and in 1912, the Russian negotiators of the 
Trade Agreements concluded with Berlin were handi- 
capped by the fact that they had nothing to oppose to 
the German ports of Kénigsberg and Stettin. 

It is significant that the Soviet Tsars, drawn against 
their will into supporting national interests, have an 
inkling of the importance for Russia of an outlet 
independent of German control. For, though depen- 
dent on Germany’s good-will, they offered in 1926 to 
Lithuania—and this is the only instance when they 
have deliberately acted against essential German 
interests—to guarantee by a special protocol the 
possession of the port of Memel, which had been 
detached from East Prussia by the Treaty of Versailles. 
It was the Lithuanian Government which, out of 
regard for Berlin, refused the offer spontaneously 
made by Moscow. Russia, by the bitter experience 
acquired through centuries, possesses a traditional 
understanding of the importance of free access to 
the sea, which after many vicissitudes she definitely 
acquired only in the reign of Peter the Great. We 
possess a map published in the beginning of the 
seventeenth century for Tsar Michael, the first 
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Romanoff, It shows the Polish Corridor, exactly as 
it has been reconstituted to-day ; in addition, there 
are separate outlets for the Grand-Duchy of Lithuania 
and Russia, and the modern Baltic States, Estonia 
and Latvia, are also represented by similar formations. 

The picture would not be complete if we did not 
consider the position of the Corridor from the point 
of view of warlike conditions. For, when the Republic 
is consolidated in Germany, the abolition of the present 
restrictions on armaments cannot be prevented. 
Under existing transit facilities the Polish Corridor 
does not impede the movement of armed forces 
between the Reich and East Prussia. It certainly 
cannot prevent Germany from obtaining from abroad, 
and quite outside all possible control by Poland, all 
that she may need in case of a conflict. A German 
Corridor effectively cuts Poland off from important 
sources of supply, and places military transport under 
permanent German control. The Polish Corridor 
can be pinched in by an attack from two sides at 
once, and can hardly be used for military operations : 
a German Corridor envelops the Polish position, with 
the menace of an attack in the rear of the main 
Polish position of defence. Military considerations 
show that a Polish Corridor is preferable to a Ger- 
man one. 

We now come to the question of historical rights, 
about which much has been said on both sides. We 
have kept it to the end, because we believe that final 
judgment on its merits must be given in accordance 
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with the indications obtained from the discussion of 
the preceding topical points. German knights, who 
are no more, and Polish kings, who have disappeared, 
are drawn into a controversy which, once it has been 
brought back so far, can go on for ever. A cursory 
examination of contending arguments shows that the 
territory of the Corridor was beyond doubt a Slav 
possession, certainly long before any Germans were 
seen in the neighbourhood. It is also an historical 
fact that the Corridor, that is Western Prussia, re- 
mained in the possession of the Kingdom of Poland, 
when the power of the Teutonic Knights was broken 
by Poland and Lithuania, up to 1772, when the 
Corridor was annexed by Prussia at the First Partition 
—the most disgusting example of oppression of a 
temporarily disabled State by powerful neighbours 
known to modern history. 

This brings us to an interesting argument: the 
German Corridor has already existed. Under the 
Treaty of Partition Frederick the Great of Prussia 
obtained the same territory which Germany is demand- 
ing at present, cutting off what remained of indepen- 
dent Poland from direct access to the sea. The city 
of Danzig, which, as German historians are obliged to 
confess, was never incorporated in a German State 
until 1793—the Second Partition of Poland—was cut 
off from her essential trading with Poland by the 
German Corridor, and the ensuing stagnation of her 
commercial position is a fact recognized by German 
sources. The control of the Polish transit across the 
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German Corridor and the taxation imposed by 
Frederick reduced it to very small proportions indeed. 
So bad became the conditions that the Second Partition 
of Poland, which gave the major part of the kingdom 
to Prussia, became a boon, because once more Danzig 
and Warsaw were placed under a single though foreign 
sovereignty. Here, based on historical fact, is an 
argument against the renewal of the experiment with 
a German Corridor, and in favour of the direct outlet 
for Poland to the open sea. 

Count Hertzberg, the famous diplomat of Frederick 
the Great, has a great deal to say in his Memoirs? 
about the motives which in the First Partition of 
Poland in 1772 brought the Prussian King to claim 
the territories which to-day constitute the so-called 
Polish Corridor. Some of his advisers held the view 
that it would be more profitable to obtain the rich 
Duchy of Poznan. The King waxed angry and 
threatened to take his stick to the offenders, because 
they were too stupid to see that by annexing that part 
of Poland he would be in a dominant position to 
obtain the rest later. What was true in those fortun- 
ately remote days remains true to-day: the Pomorze 
in German possession would overhang the rest of 
Poland to the west of the Vistula as an eternal menace, 
imperilling its security to such an extent that the 
Poles could not accept the change without fighting 
to their last gasp against such an alteration of their 
frontiers. 

1See (1) page 70. 
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There are wounds which only time can heal, and 
issues of the justice of which it alone is judge. Yet 
the arguments presented above, with all possible 
objectivity, show that the case for the maintenance 
of the Polish ownership of the Pomorze is stronger 
than that for the creation instead of a German 
Corridor. 
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CHAPTER V 
DANZIG 
ARTICLE 100 of the Treaty of Versailles says : 


““Germany renounces in favour of the Principal 
Allied and Associated Powers all rights and title over 
the territory comprised within the following limits : 
from the Baltic Sea southwards to the point where the 
principal channels of navigation of the Nogat and the 
Vistula (Weichsel) meet: the boundary of East 
Prussia as described in Article 28 of Part II (Boundaries 
of Germany) of the present Treaty; thence the 
principal channel of navigation of the Vistula down- 
stream to a point about 64 kilometres north of the 
bridge of Dirschau ; thence north-west to point 5, 
1% kilometres south-east of the church of Giittland : 
a line to be fixed on the ground ; thence in a general 
westerly direction to the salient made by the boundary 
of the Kreis of Berent 94 kilometres north-east of 
Schéneck : a line to be fixed on the ground passing 
between Mihlbanz on the south and Rambeltsch on 
the north; thence the boundary of the Kreis of 
Berent westwards to the re-entrant which it forms 6 
kilometres north-north-west of Schéneck; thence 
to a point on the median line of Lonkener See: a 
line to be fixed on the ground passing north of Neu 
Fietz and Schatarpi and south of Barenhiitte and 
Lonken ; thence the median line of Lonkener See to 
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its northernmost point; thence to the southern end 
of Pollenziner See : a line to be fixed on the ground ; 
thence the median line of Pollenziner See to its 
northernmost point; thence in a north-easterly 
direction to a point about 1 kilometre south of Kolieb- 
ken church, where the Danzig-Neustadt railway 
crosses a stream: a line to be fixed on the ground 
passing south-east of Kamehlen, Krissau, Fidlin, 
Sulmin (Richthof), Mattern, Schaferei, and to the 
north-west of Neuendorf, Marschau, Czapielken, 
Hoch- and Klein-Kelpin, Pulvermitihl, Rennenberg 
and the towns of Oliva and Zoppot ; thence the course 
of the stream mentioned above to the Baltic Sea.” 


This jumble of unknown names refers to the 
establishment of the town of Danzig, together with 
the rest of the territory mentioned above, as a Free 
City, placed under the protection of the League of 
Nations (Article 102). Article 103 promises that a 
constitution for the Free City will be drawn up by 
the duly appointed representatives of Danzig in 
agreement with a High Commissioner to be appointed 
by the League of Nations, and that this constitution 
will be placed under the guarantee of the League of 
Nations. 

The Treaty of Versailles, accepted by Germany after 
the defeat of the Hohenzollern Empire in 1918, is 
the foundation on which the political divisions of 
Europe to-day are based. From the articles quoted 
we deduce that before the War the town and territory 
- of what is now a Free City was in the unrestricted 
possession of Prussia, as a member of the German 
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Empire, without any rights of self-government and 
any constituted autonomous authority of its own. 
In other words, Danzig, which has now been placed 
on the map of Europe as a Free City, owes its existence 
to the will of the Allied and Associated Powers, which 
defeated Germany in the Great War. Further, 
Article 104 of the Treaty stipulates that the Free 
City will be included within the customs frontier of 
Poland, which will obtain the unrestricted free use 
and service of the waterways, docks, basins, wharves, 
etc., necessary for its trade; to Poland also is given 
the administration of the river Vistula and of the 
railway system within the territory of the Free City ; 
also the right of improving the waterways and harbour 
works. The foreign relations of the Free City of 
Danzig, as well as the protection of its citizens abroad, 
are left in Polish hands. This means that the Free 
City of Danzig is not a sovereign State in the full sense 
of the word, but a hybrid organ, a sort of extended 
application of the principle now generally accepted 
of the protection of Minority rights. 

Those who claim the return of Danzig to the Reich 
point out that the population of the city is and has been 
for centuries German by race, language and custom. 
We say that the German character of Danzig by itself 
is not sufficient to make the claim a good one, for the 
reason that ethnographical arguments can determine 
political frontiers only when they are backed by 
economic and geographical considerations. We have 
quoted the Memorandum of the Prussian Frederick, 
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who established his right to the territory which is now 
generally known as the “ Corridor,” by referring to 
an alleged dynastic claim, although he definitely 
recognized that its population was Polish throughout. 
The King, in fact, expressed surprise at the pre- 
sumption of the Poles, who desired to have a prince 
of their own nationality. After the War and with 
the establishment of the League of Nations, Europe 
has ceased to admit the right of a monarch to decide 
the fate of a population in this personal manner. But, 
in spite of the fervid nationalism set loose by the fall 
of the Hohenzollerns, the Romanoffs and the Habs- 
burgs, it has been found impracticable to make political 
frontiers coincide with racial divisions. ‘The majority 
of the States on the map of Europe to-day possess 
national minorities, the existence of which has brought 
into being a special section of the international law 
for their protection. So, as an argument in favour 
of a return to the Reich, the German nature of Danzig 
can be used only if other important conditions of an 
economic and geographical order are fulfilled. 

The archives of the Free City are kept in splendid 
order by a devoted staff, the members of which are 
proud of the fact that the collections of documents 
placed under their care are chronologically complete, 
because they have had the rare privilege of remaining 
immune from damage by fire, civil war or enemy 
action. The student of Danzig’s history can, there- 
fore, be supplied with a chain of uninterrupted evi- 
dence about the growth of the city through the 
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centuries. He is assisted further by a semi-official 
publication which describes the principal documents 
connected with the history of the city1 The magis- 
trates and principal servants of the Government of 
Danzig, including the Director of the Archives, have 
pronounced leanings towards Germany, and no 
document favourable to their case could have been 
omitted from the publication. 

Yet the study of the historical evidence produced 
brings us to the conclusion that Danzig, as a trading 
centre in the mouth of the Vistula, was founded by 
the Dukes of Pomerania in the twelfth century. These 
Slav princes, whose subjects were agriculturists, 
were anxious to open up their country to the world’s 
trade, dependent then as it is now on an access to the 
open sea. They granted privileges to merchant 
adventurers of various nationalities, but mostly 
German and Scandinavian, to settle in the marshes 
of the estuary. The burial-vault of these Pomeranian 
dukes can be seen in the altar of the ancient abbey of 
Oliva, near Danzig, which they founded ; their names, 
Svantopolk, Sambor and Mszug, are all Slav ones. 

After the extinction of the local dynasty, Pomerania 
became a part of the dominion of the Kings of Poland 
in the fourteenth century, but Danzig was seized by 
the Teutonic Knights, who had established themselves 
in the land of the Prussians, a branch of the Lithuanian 
race. The Knights arranged in 1308 a terrible 
blood-bath of the population. In spite of these 

1 Dr, Kaufmann, Danzigs Deutschtum (Danzig, 1923). 
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events, the city of Danzig grew and throve on the 
trade with Poland and gradually acquired a measure 
of self-government. 

In the Battle of Griinwald in 1410 the forces of 
the united kingdom of Poland and Lithuania crushed 
the power of the military Order of East Prussia and 
the Danzigers hastened to forswear their allegiance, 
going over to the side of their natural suzerain, 
the King of Poland. The charters of the city prove 
that under the Polish kings Danzig prospered and 
increased its wealth and power by acquiring such wide 
and liberal privileges that, as a self-governing unit, it 
had its own army and fleet and concluded treaties 
with foreign sovereigns and even declared its neutrality 
in the wars which Poland waged against other countries. 
In the archives letters exist from Henry VIII of 
England, Queen Elizabeth, Oliver Cromwell, William 
III, Henry IV of France, Louis XIV, Louis XVI, 
Philip of Spain, King Gustav Adolphus of Sweden, 
his daughter Queen Christina, Tsar Alexis of Russia 
and many other sovereigns and princes, in which the 
magistrates of the city are treated as the chiefs of an 
independent State. The Kings of Poland, exasperated 
by the egotism of the Danzigers, sometimes had 
recourse to violent measures to bring them to reason ; 
but these events were few and far between, and usually 
ended in the stubborn merchants obtaining the con- 
firmation and extension of their ancient privileges. 

So that, during several centuries, the city of Danzig, 
which belonged to the famous League of the Hansa, was 
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a city as self-contained and independent as its great 
rivals, Hamburg, Bremen and Liibeck. Yet in 1918 
we discover that Germany treats Danzig as its own 
unquestioned possession, and disposes of it without 
any reference to its autonomous rights, which appar- 
ently do not exist at all and are created by the will of 
the victorious Allies, who establish again a Free City. 
The question arises, by what agency, and when, was 
Danzig deprived of the ancient privileges accorded 
to it by its suzerains, the Kings of Poland? The 
answer to this question is found in the city archives. 
We have said that the Danzigers are proud of the fact 
that their collection of historical documents is com- 
plete. The student who has been shown the charters 
of the Polish kings and other documents proving 
the independence of Danzig up to the end of the 
eighteenth century then remembers that, by the 
Second Partition of Poland in 1793, the Free City of 
Danzig became the property of the King of Prussia ; 
he asks for the treaty to be produced by which 
Frederick the Great confirmed to the city its ancient 
privileges. This request cannot be satisfied, because 
the archives do not contain such a document ! 

On August 5, 1772, Frederick and Catherine 
concluded a treaty, “‘ in the name of the Holy Trinity,” 
for the First Partition of Poland. The whole of 
Pomerania fell to Prussia, with the exception of the 
city of Danzig and its territory. The Poles protested, 
but were impotent to prevent things taking their 
course, and Danzig was cut off from its natural hinter- 
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land, Poland. In the treaty which the Poles signed 
under compulsion on September 18, 1773, with 
Prussia, they stipulated nevertheless that the Prussian 
and Russian Governments should come to an agree- 
ment with the Senate of Danzig for a modus vivendt 
for trade relations between that city and Poland. No 
trace of such an agreement can be discovered, and King 
Frederick did all in his power to kill the trade of 
Danzig and by these means to ruin the city, obliging 
it to accept his domination. Contrary to his signed 
and sealed promise, he instituted a customs barrier 
across the Vistula on the one hand and, on the other, 
constructed a canal from the Vistula at Bromberg to 
the river Netze, a tributary of the Oder, so that Polish 
trade should be diverted to the Prussian town of 
Stettin. As heir to Poland, the King of Prussia claimed 
territory right up to the walls of Danzig, cutting off 
the city from the sea. A German map, published in 
1790, which we reproduce on page 137, shows how 
tight the Prussian hold over the city had become and 
how different were the conditions from those which 
prevail to-day. In 1790 Frederick offered his media- 
tion between Catherine and the Sultan to obtain for 
Russia the cession of the Crimea by Turkey, demanding 
in return Russian support to obtain Poland’s consent 
to his annexation of Danzig and Torun. In 1791 the 
Prussian Government had a fright : the Poles, follow- 


ing the example of the French nation, passed a new 


constitution, which would have strengthened the 
State. On May 14 of that year the famous Hertzberg, 
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Frederick’s adviser on foreign affairs, wrote to the 
Prussian Minister in Warsaw : 


“The negotiations in regard to Danzig must be 
dropped. . . . I believe that Prussia must not think 
any longer about acquiring Danzig, because, since 
the revolution, the kingdom of Poland has become 
hereditary and has received a constitution more solid 
and better organised than that of England. I believe 
that Poland will thus become very dangerous to 
Prussia and some day will take back West Prussia 
and even perhaps East Prussia. How is our State, 
open from Memel to Geschen, to be defended against 
a numerous and well-governed nation?” ! 


This statement explains the Prussian attitude towards 
Poland in the eighteenth century, and remains true 
to-day. But the power of Russia was thrown into 
the balance to crush the patriotic effort of the Poles, 
who were obliged to withdraw the new constitution. 
The resulting administrative chaos facilitated the 
Second Partition of 1793. Prussian troops occupied 
Danzig on February 24, 1793, when a royal proclama- 
tion was published declaring that the city and its 
territory were taken over because of its hostility 
during a number of years to Prussia. 

On September 25, 1793, a treaty was imposed upon 
Poland by which, among other territories, Danzig 
was ceded to Prussia. The treaty was made between 
His Majesty the King of Prussia on one side and His 

1 Quoted by Dembinski, Zrodla do dziejow (Lwow, 1902), 


vol. i, p. 452. 
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Majesty the King of Poland and the States of the 
Kingdom of Poland and the Grand-Duchy of Lithuania 
on the other ; it is clear, therefore, that the pretension, 
often made on the German side to-day, that Danzig 
was only in a personal union with the Polish Crown 
is not tenable. 

In 1807, thanks to the victories of Napoleon, a treaty 
was concluded by him with the Emperor Alexander 
of Russia on July 7; it was stipulated that “ the city 
of Danzig, with its territory two leagues around, will 
be re-established in its independence under the 
protection of His Majesty the King of Prussia and 
His Majesty the King of Saxony (as Duke of Warsaw), 
and governed by the laws which were in force at the 
time when it lost its right to govern itself.” Under 
French protection the Senate of Danzig, dispersed 
by the Prussian administration, was re-established. 

We have here a confirmation of the interruption 
which had occurred under Prussian occupation in 
the autonomous existence of Danzig. Fortune 
deserted Napoleon, and on June 27, 1813, Austria, 
Prussia and Russia concluded a convention laying 
down the principles for a peace with the Emperor of 
the French, according to which the city and territory 


of Danzig were again to belong to Prussia. After 


Napoleon’s downfall Lord Castlereagh, the British 
Plenipotentiary at the Congress of Vienna in 1814, 
attempted unsuccessfully to preserve the indepen- 
dence of at least a part of Poland. Russia wanted to 
leave Danzig as a free port, but this move was also 
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defeated by Prussian diplomacy; by the Treaty of 
Vienna of June 9, 1815, the city fell again into the 
hands of the Prussian king, in spite of the energetic 
resistance to this step put up by its representative 
at Vienna. 

This was the end of the independence of the ancient 
city, which regained its freedom only by the victory 
of the Allies in 1918. Danzig was reduced to the 
rank of a provincial town. The Treaty of Commerce 
concluded between Prussia and Russia in December, 
1818, without any reference to the rights of the Senate, 
now dissolved, stipulates that in the ‘“‘ Prussian ”’ 
cities of Danzig, Elbing and Kénigsberg the subjects 
of His Majesty the Emperor of All the Russias will 
enjoy the rights of temporary burgesses. During the 
revolution of 1830-1, when the Russian Army had 
been cut off from its bases by the Poles, the Prussian 
Government allowed supplies for it to pass through 
Danzig without troubling about questions of neutrality. 
In 1835, when Russia, Prussia and Austria were 
discussing methods of putting an end to the indepen- 
dence of the tiny Cracow Republic, Prussia recom- 
mended the example of Frederick the Great, who 
created such difficulties for the Free City of Danzig 
that it had to ask to be absorbed into Prussia.’ 

We have enumerated these events to show that the 
deliberate policy of the Prussian Government was to 


1See Askenazy, Danzig and Poland (London, 1921). 
' 2See Report of Count Nesselrode, Russian Chancellor, 1835, 
in the Collection of Martens, vol. iv, p. 526. 
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destroy the privileges of Danzig as a Free City. 
Frederick the Great has acknowledged himself that 
the Danzigers were hostile to him and anxious to 
preserve the Polish connexion. So for him it was not 
the desire of freeing a German population which 
decided the annexation, but the ambition to connect 
East Prussia with the rest of his dominions by a bridge 
of land, which at the same time would supply the base 
for further conquest of Polish territory. The policy 
of Berlin until the catastrophe of 1918 was to reduce 
Danzig to the position of an ordinary provincial town 
and in questions of economic development to pass it 
over in favour of its old rivals, K6nigsberg, Elbing and 
Stettin. The partisans of a return of Danzig to the 
Reich, therefore, may not invoke the argument that 
the Treaty of Versailles has diminished, much less 
destroyed, the rights of the Free City, and those people 
in Danzig who profess to be proud of their ancient 
independence may not speak with regret of the era of 
Prussian domination. 

The Thirteenth Point of President Wilson speaks 
of the right of the Polish Republic to possess an outlet 
to the open sea, independent of racial frontiers. This 
is not the arbitrary decision of an idealist, but the 
expression of the principle, firmly anchored in the mind 
of modern Democracy, that it is good for a State 
which is a self-contained unit to have its communica- 
tions with the rest of the world as free as possible from 
the control of its neighbours. Switzerland and other 
_ States are deprived of such facilities, but the exception 
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serves to confirm the rule, for, however prosperous 
a State may be, if it has no direct access to the sea, 
the argument will always be used against it when 
estimating its relative weight in international affairs. 
In the settlement of 1918 the question was not whether 
Poland should have the outlet, but whether to give 
such an outlet was practicable. We have explained 
that the Polish character of the so-called Corridor 
preserved East Prussia from being divided up and per- 
mitted the friends of Germany to give a measure 
of self-government to Danzig. 

The Vistula from time immemorial has been the 
connecting artery with the sea of a large territory 
inhabited by Slav tribes and reaching to the Car- 
pathians. With the exception of the period between 
1792 and 1918, ever since the beginning of the fifteenth 
century Poland has possessed this outlet, not only 
de jure but also de facto, as we have set out in the 
preceding chapters. The Polish overlordship over 
Danzig was as indisputable and undisputed as the 
German character of the Free City. Yet it is not this 
argument which proved decisive in 1918, but the fact 
that by its geographical position in the mouth of the 
Vistula, the city of Danzig was the key to the Polish 

outlet, which the Allies at the Peace Conference were 
pedzed to provide. 

If for a moment we imagine that historical rights 
do not exist and that the population of the so-called 
Corridor is not Polish, we see how difficult it would be 
to devise any solution which would leave Danzig in 
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German hands. The Vistula, to fulfil its part as a 
national river, cannot be considered as a frontier. 
This principle is clear, and the actual settlement, 
which refused to Poland the western part of East 
Prussia, left the right bank of the river in Polish hands 
so that the title to the river should be indisputable. 
The solution of the hypothetical case we have men- 
tioned would be to leave to Poland the river with 
such a belt of territory on each bank as would ensure 
sovereign rights. A glance at the map shows that, 
in view of the configuration of the estuary, Danzig 
falls in this case to Poland. 

The Dukes of Pomerania founded Danzig in the 
twelfth century in the place most suitable for carrying 
on the up-river trade with Poland, and nothing has 
happened since to alter this position : Danzig remains 
intimately connected with the basin of the Vistula 
and cannot be separated from it. This was proved 
after the First Partition of Poland in 1773, when the 
territory of the so-called Corridor, with the exception 
of Danzig, fell to Prussia. Until the Second Partition, 
for twenty years, the city was in desperate straits, 
because the Prussian régime deliberately cut it off 
from its Polish hinterland. In 1792, shortly before the 
Second Partition, Prussia annexed the whole of Western 
Poland up to the Vistula and also Danzig, the commerce 
of which immediately began to revive. After the 
Napoleonic wars Russia, as the saviour of Prussia, 
deprived the latter of the major part of the Polish 
territory it had taken, and Danzig found itself cut — 
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off again from its natural markets. The commercial 
treaties successively concluded between St. Petersburg 
and Berlin were of little use, because Prussian policy 
consistently favoured Kénigsberg to the east and 
Stettin to the west of Danzig. This particularly 
became apparent when railways began to compete 
with water-borne transport. Until the War Danzig 
was utilized as a naval base and as the administrative 
centre of the province of West Prussia ; trade lan- 
guished and the harbour works to a large extent were 
allowed to lie unused. 

The defeat of Germany in the War carried the city 
back into a customs union with Poland and a new era 
of growth has set in. But under the influence of the 
schools and of compulsory military service the 
population has become Prussianized and has forgotten 
its ancient freedom. The Biirgermeister appointed 
by Berlin was a Prussian official, and the spirit of 
local patriotism was ruthlessly extirpated. 

The Free City was reborn in 1919, but as yet there 
are few citizens proud of the name. There are signs, 
however, that the Danzigers are beginning to resent 
being used as tools of a Junker policy, irrespective of 
their own will ; the economic interests of the city are 
inextricably knotted with those of Poland and opposed 
to those of the Prussian ports on both sides of it ; 
the Polish Government seems now firmly decided to 
avoid petty disputes and, whilst firmly maintaining 
its essential rights, follows a policy of conciliation ; 
the Senators, as time goes on, are obliged to practise 

143 


Eagles, Black and White 


, 


a policy more of “‘ Danzig for Danzig ”’ and less of 
“Danzig for Prussia’’; the amazing growth of the 
new port of Gdynia, a few miles away, serves as a 
reminder to the Free City of the need to establish 
quickly an Interessengemeinschaft with Polish interests. 
These elements encourage us to take a hopeful view 
of the situation. When allowed to act for themselves, 
the Danzigers, as their history shows, are shrewd 
bargainers and know how to extract advantage for 
themselves from any situation. 

The fifteenth century is the most brilliant period 
in the history of Danzig. Impatient of the domination 
of the Teutonic Order, without sympathy for the 
rapacious Margraves of Brandenburg, the merchants 
of the city in the mouth of the Vistula turned towards 
their natural ally the King of Poland. After the battle 
of Griinwald in 1410—lost, by the by, to a great extent, 
because the gentry of West Prussia betrayed the 
standard of the Black Eagle—Danzig declared itself 
in sympathy with the Polish cause, first covertly, then 
quite openly, and when in 1451 the “ Prussian League ”’ 
finally threw down the gauntlet to the domination 
of the Order, Danzig became its foremost and most 
active member. The merchants poured money into 
the coffers of the League and of the King of Poland, 
and it was commonly asserted that the Order was 
overcome, not by the sword but by the gold of Danzig. 
In 1457 Casimir IV made his entry into the Free City, 
acclaimed by the Senate and the population as their — 
rightful sovereign. ‘“‘In German history there is — 
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probably no example of a city making an untiring 
effort, growing from year to year, to remain in the 
political community of Germany equal to the one 
made by this German port to separate itself from it.’ 1 
In the centuries which followed Danzig maintained 
its German culture, but as firmly remained attached 
to the Polish connexion which brought to it such a 
generous measure of material well-being through the 
development of its sea-borne trade. 

An authoritative work on this issue is the book of 
Dr. Slawski, who for several years was the Polish 
representative on the Danzig Harbour Board.» We 
refer to it, not only because of its sober and objective 
exposition of a ticklish problem, but especially because 
it has been given the following testimonial by a German 
politician, Colonel Haardt° : ; 


“One of the cleverest and from the German point 
of view most dangerous adversaries is the Polish writer 
Dr. Slawski, who in his pamphlet has tried to prove 
that Germany has not the right of asking for a revision 
of the Treaty of Versailles in respect of Danzig and 
of the Corridor, because Danzig and the Pomerellian 
coast are necessary to the economic organism of Poland 
and also because Danzig, for better and for worse, is 


1P, Simson, Geschichte der Stadt Danzig (Danzig, 1913-18). 
See also Professor Askenazy’s excellent Danzig and Poland 
(London, 1921), and Kutrzeba, Gdansk (Cracow, 1928). 

2 Slawski, Gdansk, Polska a Niemcy (Poznan, 1926). By the 
same: Polens Zugang zum Meere (Danzig, 1925). 

3 Haardt, “ Sicherheitspakt oder Zollrevision,” Pommersche 

Tagespost, Stettin, September 17, 1927. 
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inextricably dependent upon the development of the 
Polish sea-borne commerce. Dr. Slawski’s pamphlet 
is so dangerous, because what he says about the economic 
relationship between Poland and Danzig and about the 
resulting interdependence of the welfare of the two 
States is perfectly true+ We have to agree, and 
the fact is freely conceded in Danzig, that the economic 
prosperity of the city to a large extent is linked up with 
the Polish trade through its harbour. Danzig’s trade 
and therefore also its prosperity suffered a setback 
in the years 1772-92 and then in 1814, when it was 
deprived of the Polish hinterland. After the World 
War, on the contrary, in consequence of the economic 
connexion with Poland, there occurred a considerable 
increase in exports and later also some expansion of 
imports.” 


The German merchants of K6énigsberg, the capital 
of East Prussia, complain that their city has been 
placed at a disadvantage now that “‘ Danzig has been 
lost to the Reich and, thanks to the Peace Treaty, 
has become the port for Polish commerce, so that 
its unceasing growth puts it in a position ahead 
of Kénigsberg. There are indications that this 
advance will be maintained with the development 
of the transit trade with Soviet Russia through 
Poland.” * 


The remarkable growth of Danzig, which from the 


1 The italics are ours. 
2Simon, Die Korporation der Kaufmanschaft und die Handel- 
skhammer zu Kénigsberg i. Pr. 1823-1923 (Festschrift zur 
Jahrhundertfeier am 25 April 1923) (Kénigsberg, 1923). 
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seventh place among Baltic ports has swung itself 
to the third place, immediately after Copenhagen and 
Stockholm, is graphically shown on page 145. Com- 
pared with German ports, Danzig to-day comes after 
Hamburg and in front of Bremen. In 1927 the 
turnover of goods through the harbour of Danzig 
represented 31 per cent. of the total foreign trade of 
Poland. The close dependence of the prosperity 
of the city on the Polish connexion can be seen from 
the following tables, showing the various items of the 
traffic in the port in 1927: 


IMPORTS 
Tons. 
Food-stuffs ; : : : 255,002 
Herrings . : 3 91,115 
Artificial manures and ‘chemicals ; - 345,598 
Metals (raw and manufactured) . - 80,201 
Ores. ° : 3 E : - 335,601 
Scrap-iron . a : = : » 293,835 
Other goods : : : ‘ . 118,962 
Total . ; . 1,517,194 
EXPORTS 
Tons. 
Food-stufts ; . 138,276 
Timber (cut and manufactured) : » 1,740,365 
Cement. : « 123,925 
Coal . : - 4,103,173 
Naphtha (raw and products) ; : 40,775 
Other goods A 2 , 95,752 
Total . ‘ . 6,242,266 


1 Compare the article on the task of the Danzig harbour in 
the Danziger Neueste Nachrichten, September 29, 1928. 
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The increase in the tonnage of shipping is shown in 
the following tables : 


ENTRANCES 
Years. Ships. Registered tons. 
TOL3.-s é é SasGEO 924,837 
1922s ; : eee le 1,423,129 
2623'S. : : . 2,930 1,722,927 
1924.) : , +s SsSae 1,635,010 
1925-2. 5 : . 3,986 1,869,979 
1926 lt - : - 5,967 3,432,480 
TOQ27 ; : . 6,950 3,899,854 
1928 (half-year) . . 3,089 1,972,176 
CLEARANCES 

Years, Ships. Registered tons. 
LOTS <=, : : * S23855 936,854 
LOZZ es : , e077 1,428,820 
£9232). ; RS 1,689,255 
1924°—% : ‘ anes, 050 1,648,023 
LO2' x. ‘ . - 3,958 1,864,182 
19267 = : - : 5:903 3,395,840 
TO2yAe Ie ; ; s 65042 3,932,5 
1928 (half-year) . o3,070 alsa 


A symptom of the growth of Danzig is the building 
activity in the city. So in 1922, when its population 
was estimated to be 201,752, the number of houses 
built was 206. In the same year the total population 
of the five principal Polish cities—Warsaw, Lodz, 
Lwow, Cracow and Poznan—was 1,959,000, and the 
number of new houses 523: a rate of progress for 
Danzig more than three times greater than for the 


Polish towns.! After the War the Harbour Board, — 


composed of Danzigers and Poles under a neutral 
chairman, began a great work of reconstruction. The 


1 Baginski, Zagadnienie Dostepu Polski Do Morza (Warsaw, 
1927). 
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Prussian administration had neglected the port, giving 
preference to Kénigsberg and Stettin on both sides 
of it. Under the new régime considerable improve- 
ments were made in the existing arrangements, and 
new quays and basins have been built and further 
extensions have been planned, some of which are 
being already executed. 

After the long years of the Prussian régime the 
population of Danzig will need time to recapture the 
spirit of freedom of their ancient Free City. The 
merchants and the workmen understand already their 
economic dependence upon Poland, but the bureau- 
cracy is Prussian and its political link with Berlin 
still exists. It is backed by a class of pensioners, 
military and civil, of the German Government, who 
for many years have preferred this part of the Empire 
because of the comparatively low cost of living in pre- 
War days. Before the War the number of pensioned 
servants of the State residing in East Prussia, for 
example, was four times higher than the average in 
the rest of Germany.1 The Nationalist societies in 
the Reich also do all they can to prevent the Dan- 
zigers from slipping into Polish grooves, and the Free 
City is the favoured meeting-place of Pan-German 
conferences of the most varied description. The 
Poles very wisely, after the first years when they 
did commit tactical mistakes, now refrain from 
interfering in any way with the German culture of 
Danzig, leaving it to the action of time and of material 

1 Deutike, Ostpreussen und der Polnische Korridor. 
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interests to bring the Danzigers into the right frame 
of mind. 

This and the irresistible argument of the presence 
of the new port of Gdynia will help the partisans 
of the policy ‘‘ Danzig for Danzig ”’ to win out definitely 
against the influence of chauvinists from without. 
The combination of Danzig and Gdynia may dominate 
the Polish sea-borne trade completely ; Gdynia alone 
—with great material sacrifices on the part of Poland— 
may become the principal Polish port, but Danzig, 
however many German congresses meet within its 
walls, cannot fight Gdynia’s competition. The in- 
ference is clear, and as usual, if time is allowed, the 
economic argument will win the day. A hopeful 
sign is that the Republican leaders in Berlin themselves 
are becoming tired, so it seems to us, of championing 
the quarrel of the Danzig bureaucrats. In any case, 
the impression gained at Geneva in the circles of the 
League of Nations is that the considerable decrease 
in the number of cases brought by the Senate of 
Danzig before the Council of the League of Nations 
is to be ascribed not only to a less chauvinist attitude, 
but as much to the fact that some Ministers in Berlin 
resent the necessity, when at Geneva, of defending 
claims, the monotonous recurrence of which does not 


increase their popularity with the practically minded 
members of the Council. 
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EAST PRUSSIA 


THE German province of East Prussia to-day is the 
remnant of a great dominion. For by the end of the 
fourteenth century the Teutonic Knights and their 
brothers of the Order of the Sword had brought 
under their control the whole coastal belt from Danzig 
to Narva, thus cutting off Poland, Lithuania and 
Russia from a direct access to their natural ports on 
the open sea. The dominion would have been even 
greater if their advance eastwards and inland had not 
been arrested by the terrible blow inflicted upon them 
in 1242 by the powerful Slav republic of Novgorod 
under the leadership of the famous Prince Alexander 
Nevsky,? the son of a Grand-Duke of Kieff. By 
seizing Danzig and making themselves masters of the 
Pomorze, the Knights had cut off Poland from the sea, 
establishing at the same time direct communication 
with the empire, so that German colonists could move 
in a steady stream into the eastern territories. The 
Knights had also brought to themselves Samaiten 
(or Samogitia) with Kaunas, the present capital of 


1The name of Nevsky was given to Alexander for his great 
victory over a Swedish host, which had landed in the estuary 
of the then deserted river Neva to undertake the conquest of 
Novgorod. = 
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Lithuania, linking up with the possessions of the 
Order of the Cross in what is now Latvia and Estonia. 
Colonists poured in by the thousand, pressing out 
or enslaving the natives, occupying large tracts of 
land and building cities—citadels of German culture. 
The Church participated in the conquest and gave 
its powerful support to the spread of the German 
influence. The latter was also spread by the activities 
of the powerful Hansa League, which pushed its 
factories and agents into the neighbouring countries 
in advance of the military enterprises of the Knights. 

The Polish-Lithuanian-Russian victory at Griinwald 
in 1410 arrested this German expansion, and the 
growth of the Polish power in the Golden Age, 
together with the split among the Germans themselves 
(the cities and gentry against the Knights), brought 
in its train the loss of the land bridge across the 
Pomorze, which returned to its natural allegiance ; 
Lithuania too regained its outlet to the sea at Kretingen, 
but the principalities in East Prussia and round the 
Gulf of Riga—successors of the Knights—were 
allowed to remain, though under Polish suzerainty, 
and continued the tradition of German culture. 
East Prussia, as we have said, cradled the kingdom 
of the Black Eagle, and Riga and Reval with their 
territories were preserved as powerful outposts of 
German culture, the importance of which was not 
impaired by the fact that for a time they came under 
the political domination of Sweden. The defeat of 
the latter Power by Peter the Great in the eighteenth 


154 


- 


(2) ‘i 
Berlin 


East Prussia 


2 


° 


DOMINION 


OF THE 
TEUTONIC ORDER 
IN THE XIV CENTURY 


Scale of Miles 
"190 200 


155 


East Prussia 


century only served the German cause, because the 
Russian conqueror relied upon foreigners to carry 
out the reforms in his Asiatic empire. 

The Baltic “ provinces ’’ were the source from which, 
under the Romanoffs of St. Petersburg, German 
cultural influence was allowed to spread all over 
Russia. The Swedes had tried to protect the native 
population from undue oppression by the German 
element, but under the protection of the Russian 
emperors and empresses, the work of Germanization 
was renewed, and only towards the very end of the 
period were steps taken to counteract it by applying 
Russification instead. How successful was the work 
of Germanization is shown by the little-known fact 
that in the Finnish provinces annexed to Russia in 
the reign of Peter and up to the reign of Alexander I, 
that is to the Napoleonic wars, the language of the 
administration and in the principal schools was not 
Russian but German, so that with the connivance 
of the conquerors a new territory was added to the 
sphere of German cultural influence. 

_ The defeat of Russia in the Great War revived in 
Berlin the hope that the Baltic provinces, together 
with East Prussia, would form a great promontory, 
dominating the Polish and Russian hinterland, directly 

1P4rsinnen, Die Entwicklung der deutschen Pddagogik... 
im Alten Finland (Weimar, 1927) (in Béhlau’s Pddagogische 
Studien und Kritiken, No. 2). The dependence of the Finnish 
territory on the Baltic provinces is also in Schybergson, 


Geschichte Finlands (Gotha, 1896); also Kohl, Die deutsch- 
vussischen Ostseeprovinzen (Dresden, 1841). 
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connected with Finland, so that the Baltic would indeed 
become a German lake. Hindenburg and Ludendorft 
had a definite plan for the planting of a million new 
colonists in that territory, and the armies of occupation 
had taken already the first steps to prepare for this 
fatal invasion, when the defeat in the west destroyed 
the illusion : Poland was reborn, her access to the sea 
was secured, and Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia 
appeared as national States, in which the Germans 
are no longer the dominating element in the political 
or cultural sense. 

East Prussia remains, a fragment of a foals a 
reminder of a dream of power. Its sentimental value, 
as the cradle of a dynastic tradition and as the relic 
of a brilliant epoch, when the Dominium maris Baltict 
was nearly realized, is, therefore, greater than its 
political or economic importance. In 1914, in the 


first months of the War, when the fate of Germany | 


depended upon the success of the great drive towards 
Paris, valuable army corps were withdrawn at the 
critical moment and sent to East Prussia to stem 
the tide of the Russian invasion. Military strategy 
demanded concentration in the west, and discounted 
a temporary withdrawal to the line of the Vistula. 
But the idea that the citadel of the Prussian spirit 
would come under foreign domination was more than 
the Empire of the Hohenzollerns could stand: the 
Junkers were saved, but the campaign in France 
was lost... . 

East Prussia through the centuries has been a 
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German colony and not an integral part of the Reich. 
Until 1657 it remained under the suzerainty of the 
Kings of Poland. The Kings of Prussia made capital 
of its non-inclusion in the Holy Roman Empire (the 
ancient German Empire which included Austria and 
came to an end in the Napoleonic upheaval of Europe). 
When the Deutscher Bund was formed with the 
participation of Prussia (1815-66), the three provinces, 
Poznania, West and East Prussia, remained bundesfrei, 
that is, they were left outside the union! Only in 
1867 were they included in the Norddeutscher 
Bund (from which Austria was excluded), the 
precursor of the German Empire of 1870-1918. This 
means that East Prussia only in the nineteenth century 
became an integral part of the Reich for a period 
of less than sixty years. When during the peace 
negotiations at Versailles the German Delegation 
protested against the cession to Poland of the Pomorze 
(West Prussia), because this would separate East 
Prussia from the body ofthe Reich, the Allies re- 


‘plied?: 


‘1Compare Brockhaus, Konversations-Lexicon (14th ed.), 
Historische Karien von Deutschland, vol. ii, p. 7. 

2 Reply of the Allied and Associated Powers, June 16, 1919 
(official summary in The Times, June 17,1919). The full French 
text is more categorical : ‘‘ Il est par suite necessaire de rappeller 
que pendant plusieurs siécles la Prusse Orientale a été en fait 
si nettement séparée, qu’&A aucun moment, jusqu’en 1866 elle 
n’a été véritablement comprise dans les frontiéres politiques de 
1’Allemagne ; les historiens allemands ont toujours reconnu que 
la Prusse Orientale n’est pas un pays d’origine allemande, mais 
bien une colonie allemande.” 
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‘* As to East Prussia, the isolation of which Germany 
refuses to accept, it must be remembered that it has 
been so isolated during hundreds of years. It is not an 
original German land, but a colony, and the interest of 
Germany in retaining the land connexion with it is 
less vital than that of Poland in having a direct access 
to the sea. The larger part of the commerce of 
East Prussia is in any case sea-borne, and security of 
transit across the intervening Polish territory has been 
provided for.”’ 


The Germans have endorsed the view that East 
Prussia and the Reich have been and are separate 
entities. Dr. Luther, at the time Chancellor of the 
Reich, in a speech made at Kénigsberg in February 
1925, said}: 


“In olden days, when East Prussia was not yet an 
island, it was customary to say, when desiring to 
travel westwards, that ‘man reise ins Reich’ (one 
travels to the Reich). This expressed the fact that 
East Prussia was always conscious of its peculiar 
position and of its special problems in the community 
of the German people. It is for the German people 
now to recognize too this special position.” 


The authority on the economic situation in East 
Prussia is the Institut fiir ostdeutsche Wirtschaft in 
KG6nigsberg. The list of its supporters includes the 
names of the leaders of the Junkerdom in the province. — 

1 Kénigsberger Hartungsche Zeitung, February 16, 1925 Za 
(Handelsblatt, Deutsche Ostmesse). : 
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In one of its post-War publications we find it stated 1 
that “the stranglehold of the Polish Corridor has 
made the province into an ‘ island ’ or into a German 
kolonie.” On the other hand, we cannot deny that 
German culture is nowhere so piously preserved as in 
East Prussia; but precisely this fierce chauvinism is an 
argumentin favour of the colonial nature of the province. 

In the reply of the Allies, which we have quoted, the 
point is stressed that the major part of the East 
Prussian commerce is sea-borne. This is confirmed 
officially by the German Railway Directorate in 
K6nigsberg ? : 

“‘ Before the War only an insignificant part of the 
goods traffic between East Prussia and the rest of 
Germany made use of the railways. The favourable 
situation of East Prussia on the Baltic Sea, the carrying 
capacity of our mercantile fleet and the cheapness of 
freights attracted nearly the whole of the transport of 
goods in bulk (mostly coal and grain) to the sea 
routes. A lively traffic existed on the railways only 
in the direction of Upper Silesia and between Russia 
and the East Prussian harbours.” 


This statement confirms the fact that the natural 
economic hinterland of East Prussia is Poland and the 
countries beyond, principally Russia. Statistics show * 

1 Mann, Die neuen Aufgaben des Instituts fiir ostdeutsche 


Wirtschaft (Ein Vortrag) (Kénigsberg, 1922). See also Mager (1), 
page 162, 
2 Holz, Ostpreussens Wirtschaft und Verkehy vor und nach dem 
Kriege (K6nigsberg, 1923). 
3 Ruhl, Die Nord und Ostseehafen im deutschen Aussenhandel 
(Berlin, 1920). 
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that in 1913 more than 50 per cent. of Kénigsberg’s 
water-borne trade was with foreign countries. Pro- 
fessor Mager declares that ‘“‘the position of East 
Prussia makes Konigsberg one of the most important 
places for commerce in transit,”’ 1 and the Magistrates 
of Kénigsberg stated in September 1918 that “ from 
the economic point of view the position of Kénigsberg 
in respect of the Russian hinterland is identical 
with that of Rotterdam and Antwerp in respect of the 
Rhineland—Westphalian industrial area.” * German 
writers agree that, deprived of normal trade relations 
with Poland, East Prussia suffers from the necessity 
of restricting its commerce to the western direction 
(with Germany), which can never be really prosperous, 
because of the long distances which separate K6nigs- 
berg from the important German consuming and 
industrial areas.» A conclusive argument in favour 
of this contention is supplied by the evidence of the 
Chamber of Commerce in KGnigsberg, in its official 
publication on the occasion of the centenary of the 
existence of the Corporation of Merchants.‘ 

It should be remembered that Kénigsberg enjoys 

1 Mager, Ostpreussen, die natirlichen Quellen seiner Wirtschaft 
(Hamburg, 1922). 

2 Contag & Simon, Koénigsbergs Grossschiffartswege mach 
Litauen, dey Ukraine und Polen (Kénigsberg, 1918). 

3 Janson, “‘ Ostpreussen und die Ostmesse”’ (Deutsche All- 
gemeine Zeitung, February 15, 1925), quoted by Slawski in 
Polens Zugang zum Meeve (Danzig, 1925). 

‘Simon, Die Korporation der Kaufmannschaft und die 
Handelskammer zu Konigsberg 1. Pr. 1823-1923 (K6nigsberg, 
1923). 
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a preponderant position in East Prussia similar to 
that of London in England, only more so, because no 
othér city exists which can compete with it on the 
plane of economic power. The merchant community 
in K6nigsberg, therefore, is especially well placed to 
speak about the needs of the province. In the 
publication mentioned we find the frank confession 
that “one of the most precious achievements of 
KG6nigsberg ”’ was the success in obtaining the insertion 
in the German-Russian Commercial Treaty of 1894 
of the famous Article 19, which concedes to Germany 
“ the institution of direct railway tariffs in communica- 
tion with the ports of Danzig, K6énigsberg and Memel, 
suitable for the development of the export and import 
trade with Russia.”’ This concession, as we have 
already had the occasion of explaining (see chapter 
on the German Corridor) was extorted from the 
Russian Government only because Germany at the time 
_ controlled all the ports in that part of the Baltic coast. 
The prosperity of Kénigsberg after this developed 
in a remarkable fashion. The War brought an un- 
welcome break, but as soon as in 1918 the Russian 
front had collapsed, the business men of East Prussia 
set out to catch up the time lost, and made plans 
(which they even began to execute) to concentrate 
the Polish and Russian trade in their harbour. The 
source already mentioned says : 


“For Kénigsberg it was a question of life or death 
to reconstitute its old relations with Russia, to renew 
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and, if possible, to extend the privileges obtained in 
the previous German-Russian commercial treaties. 
For this, first of all, it was necessary to counteract 
the tendencies which can be described by the word 
‘ Mittel-Europa.’ They were directed towards the 
creation of a close economic co-operation between 
Germany and Austria, in the form of a Zollverein, or 
at least by a system of mutual preferential tariffs. 
In consequence Russia would have been deprived of 
the advantages of the ‘ most-favoured-nation ’ clause, 
especially the trade in her food-stuffs and timber 
which in peace time was the foundation of K6nigs- 
berg’s commerce. . . . ‘These plans were strenuously 
opposed ”’ ; 


and further it is definitely stated : 


“The future of East Prussia from the economic 
point of view is in the east.” 


Here we have an interesting sidelight on recent 
German history: the most influential circles in East 
Prussia vigorously opposing a closer co-operation 
between the Reich and Austria, ‘‘ because this would 
be detrimental to the trade with Russia, on which the 
prosperity of the province depends.’”’ Among the 
hard-headed merchants of Kénigsberg we do not find 
any understanding of the higher interests of the 
German people as a whole. The East Prussians are 
like that : always on the look-out to better their own 
interests—at the expense of the rest of the nation 
if possible. In 1914, when the Russian armies 
invaded the province, the East Prussians brought 
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so much pressure to bear upon the Government and 
at Court that at the most critical moment a large force 
was withdrawn from France just before the all- 
important battle of the Marne. 

A good example of the egotistic, really anti-German, 
attitude of the ruling class in East Prussia before the 
War is furnished by its policy of keeping the wages 
of labour at a low level in the province. In spite 
of their chauvinism the Junker landlords did not 
hesitate to bring in for the summer season cheap 
workers from across the Polish border, obliging their 
own people to emigrate en masse to Western Germany. 
The census of 1910 found 2,064,175 people living in 
East Prussia, that is, 241,400 more than in 1871, an 
increase of 13:2 per cent.,’ whilst the average for the 
whole of Germany in the same period was 62-7 per 
cent. In the same time the excess of births over 
deaths was 941,800, leaving a loss of 700,400, or 17,510 
per average year, to be explained by mass emigration. 
On December 1, 1900, there were 474,983 persons 
living in other German provinces who claimed to 
have been born in East Prussia.’ The emigration 
of the most vigorous part of the population can be 


1 Herr von Batocki, the Oberprasident of East Prussia, 
personally undertook a tour in the Reich to enlist sympathies 
for his province. The East Prussian domineering attitude is 
expressed in his book Ostpreussen, seine Vergangenheit und 
Zukunft (Munich, 1915). The question is discussed in Ruecker, 
Niemcy, Prusy a Polska (Cracow, 1928). 

2 Hesse, Die Bevilkerung von Ostpreussen (Part 3 of Grundlagen 
des Wivischaftslebens von Ostpreussen) (Jena, 1916). 

3 Deutike, Ostpreussen und der Polnische Korridor (Jena, 1921). 
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clearly seen from the following table obtained from 
the 1910 census : 


COMPARATIVE AGE OF PEOPLE IN EVERY 
THOUSAND: NUMBERS 


Under 15. 15 to 40. 40 to 60. Over 60. 
Average for Reich - 346 399 179 76 
5 ,, East Prussia 350 362 192 96 


That this emigration of the sturdiest part of the 
population of East Prussia cannot be explained by 
over-population is proved by the fact that in the same 
time the average annual inflow of seasonal labour 
from the Polish and Lithuanian provinces of the 
old Russian Empire was about 70,000. These cheap 
foreign hands brought in by the Junker landlords 
were the principal cause of the disappearance of the 
youth of the native population. The process con- 
tinues to-day after the War unabated. In the period 
1919-25 (first six months) East Prussia, taking into 
account the excess of births, lost 157,865 people,? or an 
annual average of 24,286. Set beside the influx of 
people into the neighbouring Polish Pomorze, this 
yearly deficit takes on a critical aspect. In Kénigsberg 
the fear is expressed that “the high birth-rate 
among the Poles (birth-rate in Poland is 42 per 
thousand against 24 in East Prussia) exerts a pressure 


1 Ocken, Inwiefern hat die Auslinderbeschaftigung den Mangel 
an einheimischen landwirtschaftlichen Ayrbeitern verscharft ? 
(Arbeit und Beruf, No. 7, 1928). 

4Thalau, Die Bekampfung der Landflucht (Der Heimatsdienst, 
No. 9, 1928). 
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on. our frontiers, which easily can lead to an inrush of 
the Polish population unless means are found to 
retain the East Prussian emigrant in the country.” } 
Yet it cannot be ascribed, as the Germans try to do, 
to the existence of the Polish Corridor, because on the 
other side of it, in the Reich itself, the province of 
Pomerania exhibits the same signs of rural depopula- 
tion, and its chief port, Stettin, every year sees its 
turnover diminish in an ominous fashion. 

The truth, as is proved by the confessions we have 
published, lies in the fact that all this part of the coast, 
and East Prussia especially, cannot exist without a 
close economic co-operation with Poland, its natural 
hinterland. Before the War Stettin and Kénigsberg 
were the two Prussian ports which dominated all that 
part of Europe, as can be seen from the map we give 
on page 163. Danzig was Cinderella, allowed only 
to gather the crumbs from the table of her more 
favoured sisters.’ At present the situation is reversed ; 
in the case of Stettin there is no remedy, but K6nigs- 

1Schénemann, ‘‘ Ostpreussens Menschenexport,’’ Ostpreus- 
sische Zeitung, April 6, 1927. 

2“ Plight of Stettin.—Stettin, the biggest seaport in Prussia, 
and before the War the third largest in Germany after Hamburg 
and Bremen, has fallen on evil days ... the competition of 
Danzig and the Polish port of Gdynia has also struck a deathblow 
to the port. In 1913 5,500,000 tons of shipping entered and 
left Stettin harbour, while in 1927 the figure was 3-8 million 
tons. Danzig last year had 7-8 million tons of shipping in its 
port and the Polish harbour of Gdynia nearly 1,000,000 tons.” 


(Financial Times, October 20, 1928.) 
3From Teubert, Getreidefrachten und Getreideverkehr (Berlin, 


1912). 
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berg may see a return of its former prosperity as 
soon as, instead of anti-Polish intrigues, economic 
co-operation with Poland is resumed. 

We venture to predict that the time will come 
when the East Prussians themselves will demand 
from Berlin a reversal of its present policy of economic 
warfare ; in fact, there are signs of this already. The 
influential merchants of Kénigsberg, who, as we have 
seen, set up a vigorous opposition to the Zollverein 
of Germany and Austria in 1918 on the ground that 
it would injure their all-important interests in the 
east of Europe, will gain the upper hand over the 
Junker landlords, who themselves are becoming 
impoverished by their chauvinist attitude. The 
present situation in East Prussia cannot continue 
indefinitely. A high official of the Ministry for 
Agriculture in Berlin characterized it in the following 
words: “ It has come to pass that in several districts 
in the east there are fewer inhabitants than in 1870, 
and that many industries have not the necessary 
number of workers.” ? The situation would be even 
more critical if the Soviet Tsars had not transformed 
Russia into a desert, which has little to export and 
can import even less. But as soon as conditions 


1 Kriiger (Staatssekretar), Grundbesitzvertheilung und Ar- 


beitsverfassung in der deutschen Landwirtschaft (Der Heimatsdienst, 
No. 9, 1928). 


2 Interesting remarks on the same subject are in Deutike, 


Ostpreussen und der Polnische Korridor, and the facts are set 
out in Mez, Das Gewerbe in Ostpreussen (Grundlagen des 
Wirtschafts lebens in Ostpreussen, Part 6, Jena, 1918). 
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improve in that quarter, as they certainly must some 
day, it will become increasingly difficult for Kénigsberg 
to’ stand aloof and see trade in ever-increasing 
volume pouring into Danzig and Gdynia.1 

When reading the mass of literature produced on the 
German side to “protect” the interests of East 
Prussia against a resurrected Poland, we come to the 
conclusion that the spirit which pervades it—in spite 
of the brave words used—is one of apprehension. 
The fact of the economic dependence of East Prussia 
on Poland is not sufficient to explain this defensive 
attitude. The explanation is found in a study of 
the racial problem in the province. To begin with, 
we remark that the territory which we describe to-day 
by the name of East Prussia is not identical with the 
province of the same name as it existed before the 
War. For to the latter have been added the districts 
of West Prussia, situated on the right bank of the 
Vistula, which were left to Germany after the plebiscite 
of 1920. This plebiscite was carried out also in the 
southern part of East Prussia proper, the regency of 
‘Allenstein. The voting, under the supervision of an 
Inter-Allied Commission, gave a majority to those who 
desired to remain under German sovereignty. But 
as it took place at the time when the Red armies had 
invaded Poland and their cavalry was already on the 
Vistula at Torun, whilst the whole Press in Germany 


1 When we were at Danzig in 1928 the Biirgermeister of 
Kénigsberg arrived incognito to have a look at the amazing 
development of Gdynia, 
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spoke of the coming disappearance of the “‘ Polish 
dream,” it is, on the contrary, surprising that 15,998 
people were found who nevertheless voted for the 
Polish allegiance. The Polish population in that 
part of East Prussia belongs to the tribe of Masurs, 
who since the Reformation have been Protestants 
and for centuries subject to the influence of the 
German clergy and landlords. 

We have said already that the conflict between the 
Pole and Prussian is more cultural than racial. In 
1914 the Masurs saw their country overrun by the 
Russian armies, which in the heat of warfare did not 
have time to make ethnographic distinctions. The 
memory of the misery and losses incurred during 
that period, from the continuation of which they were 
saved by the German victory at Tannenberg over 
Samsonoff, influenced the Masur vote in 1920, when 
Red Russian troops were again swinging the torch 
of war just across the border, whilst Poland seemed 
to be sinking back into chaos. The Polish repre- 
sentative on the Inter-Allied Commission protested 
at the time against the holding of the plebiscite under 
these conditions, alleging also that German Nationalists 
had instituted a reign of terror against would-be 
Polish voters. To-day the Masurs see their Polish 
brothers waxing daily stronger in a national State 
and the situation is radically changed. On the 


German side a strong effort is being made to de- 


nationalize the Masurs—a proof that no trust is placed _ 
in the constancy of their sympathies for Germany. 
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In this respect it is interesting to analyse the results 
of the census carried out in that part of the world 
by the Prussian Government.1 The total number of 
the population is given as 590,263 (557,532 in I9gI0). 
Of these 103,074 registered as Masurs, Poles or as 
bilingual. In 1910 the figure was 268,949. This 
means that the Slav percentage went down from 
58-7 to 17-4. We know that after the War a large 
number of Poles left the Reich and went to Poland. 
In this case this cannot be taken as an explanation 
of the alleged decrease in the Slav population, because 
the Masurs are Protestants and, as we have demon- 
strated already, the number of Protestant Poles is 
insignificant. On the other hand the number of Poles 
in other parts of the Reich, we are told, has also 
decreased. One is led to suppose, therefore, that in 
the case of East Prussia the census of 1925 was carried 
out under peculiar conditions. It has been stated, 
for example,’ that the Landrat of Allenstein issued 
instructions that “ one should note as the daily speech 
‘ Ermlandish,’ since this is not in this instance either 
' Masurian or Polish or German.” 

That there is something wrong with the 1925 
census appears also if we apply to its figures the same 
school test which we used when discussing the 
character of the population in the Pomorze. In this 

1 According to the Law of March 13, 1925: ‘‘ Gesetz tiber 
Volks- Berufs- und Betriebszahlung 1925.” 


2 Kurnatowski, The Poles in Germany (Warsaw, 1927). 
3Ermland is the old Polish territory of Warmia, of which 


Allenstein (Olsztyn) was the chief town. 
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case we find that the official school statistics for 1924 
of the Prussian State+ indicate for the regency of 
Allenstein a total of children in the elementary schools 
of 101,646. Of this number 51,101 are registered 
as using German at home and 50,545 Polish. This 
gives to the Germans slightly more than 50 per cent. 
of the total population, a result in direct contradiction 
with the 17:4 per cent. of the 1925 census.’ These 
statistics are all the more symptomatic because in the 
elementary schools of the regency of Allenstein 
(Masuria and Warmia) no Polish is taught at all, and 
in this the attitude of the Prussian educational 
authorities is in absolute contrast with that of the 
Poles in the Pomorze, as described in the Annexe to 
Chapter III. 

The explanation naively given by Germans is that 
the Reich is not bound by a Minority Treaty similar 
to that signed by Poland and, therefore, it is under 
no “moral” obligation to have the children taught 
in their native tongue. In fact, during our visit in 
the summer of 1928 to the Pomorze, when, as we have 
mentioned, we visited the headquarters of the 
organization for the protection of German rights in 
Bydgoszcz, the manager there confessed that this 
disparity of treatment made it difficult for Germans 
in Poland to stand up for their rights, and that “‘ several 
times they had drawn the attention of Berlin to this 


1 Preussische Statistik, vol. 217. 


4See also on this point the confession of a Prussian teacher 
in the Lehrer Zeitung, No. 7, 1924. 


174 : 


East Prussia 


disagreeable fact.” The only province in Germany 
where there is an obligation to allow Polish to be 
taught is Silesia, to which apply Articles 97 to 133 
of the German-Polish Agreement concluded at 
Geneva in 1922 on May 15. On this point Polonicus 
makes the following significant remark : 


“In regard to the Geneva Agreement it should be 
remembered that it concedes equal rights in both parts 
of Upper Silesia to the respective Minorities. This 
means that as long as the Agreement remains in force, 
that is until 1927, the Polish Minority in Germany 
(as far as Upper Silesia is concerned) receives the same 
treatment. But after this period Germany is freed 
from international obligations in this respect, whilst 
no time-limit is foreseen for the Minority Treaty, 
which deals with the status of Germans in Poland.’”’? 


In addition to the Poles living in the districts on 
the right bank of the Vistula and in ancient Warmia, 
East Prussia possesses also a Lithuanian minority, 
represented by the population of its territory to the 
east of Kénigsberg. The Prusy, or Borussians, were 
exterminated or were absorbed not later than the 
seventeenth century, and only place-names, like that 
of the town of Tolmit, remain to remind us of their 
erstwhile existence. But between K6nigsberg and 
the river Niemen there still live thousands of peasants _ 
who claim Lithuanian as their mother-tongue, At the 
time of the Napoleonic wars they were yet so numerous? 


1 See (3) to chapter iv. 
8 Mielcke, Littauisch-deutsches Wérterbuch (Kénigsberg, 1800) 
(with a notice by “ Professor Kant ”’). 
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that King Frederick William III of Prussia, when in 
1813 he issued his call to arms against the French, 
addressed himself to his ‘‘ faithful Brandenburgers, 
Prussians and Lithuanians.” There were then 
200,000 Lithuanians in the province. Shafarik, the 
famous Czech scientist, in 1843 estimated them to be 
150,000. To-day there are about 50,000 left, and the 
neighbourhood of the Lithuanian Republic, acting as 
a stimulant, has awakened them to a new national life. 

The policy of Berlin of favouring the chauvinism 
of the Government in Kaunas (Kovno), because it 
sees in it a barrier to the spread of the Polish influence 
towards Memel, may some day have unexpected re- 
sults for East Prussia by helping to create a Lithuanian 
irredenta within its borders. Instead of concentrating 
his attention upon Vilno, where there are few 
Lithuanians, Valdemaras or some other leader may 
turn towards East Prussia, where they are numerous, 
and claim at least those parishes on the left bank of 
the Niemen, where until 1897 Lithuanian was still 
the language used in church. The first step in this 
direction was taken when the Lithuanians in 1924 
annexed the port of Memel, which the Allies by the 
Treaty of Versailles had detached from East Prussia, 
but which they hesitated to hand over to Lithuania, 
because of the German character of the population 
on one side and the doubts as to the stability of the 
situation in Kaunas on the other. 

1See map in Fetzner, Die Slaven in Deutschland, reproduced 
by Baginski, footnote 11, chapter v. 
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The list of prophets has been closed in the Bible, 
and new candidates are not encouraged in our time. 
Nevertheless, we venture to predict that the solution 
of the East Prussian problem, in spite of the chauvinism 
of the still ruling Junker class, will be found in a close 
economic co-operation with Poland. We admit that 
the Reich may have solid reasons for refusing to 
throw open its frontier to unrestricted imports of 
Polish agricultural produce, that for a number of 
years the two countries will remain in a not very 
satisfactory relationship. In this case the thing to do, 
and which inevitably will have to be done, is to 
establish the relations between Poland and East 
Prussia on the footing of a separate Zollverein. The 
outcry against this suggestion will be tremendous, 
not only among the Prussian die-hards, but even 
among the Poles. Yet, we say, this is the best solu- 
tion, and, without allowing ourselves to be inveigled 
into a discussion, we express our conviction that time 
will prove the truth of what we say. 


M Ly: 


CHAPTER VII 
KING GEORGE III’S PROPHECY 


Kinc Georce III of Great Britain did not approve 
the criminal Partitions of Poland, but he was not in a 
position to give assistance, however much he may 
have wished to do so. He sent a message to King 
Stanislas-Augustus in Warsaw, expressing sympathy 
with the Polish cause ; in a language which present 
events stamp as prophetic, he predicted the eventual 
triumph of justice. King George wrote : 


“Your Majesty, in the letter of October 27th, 
renders justice to my sentiments towards your un- 
fortunate fate and that of your State. For a long 
time and with acute anguish I have watched the 
dangers, which press in upon Your Majesty and which 
have brought ruin to Poland. Things, I fear, have 
come to such a pass that redress can come from God 
Almighty alone; I see no other intervention which 
could be of use. I would intervene willingly, if I 
saw the moment when such an action would be useful. 
Justice should be the unfaltering guide of monarchs. 
I would like to think that it never abandons them. 
If unfortunately material interests sometimes obtain 
the upper hand over it, still the hope remains that 
the time will come, when it will regain its position. . 

The constancy and the greatness of soul of Your _ 
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Majesty cannot but command general respect and 
admiration.” 1 


King George’s hope has been realized and justice 
has triumphed. How this has come about, those who 
are acquainted with the results of the World War 
can realize. We are in the fortunate position of 
being able to give the views on this subject of a master 
of diplomacy. Monsieur Jacques Seydoux, the well- 
known French diplomat and authority on the political 
and economic aspects of the situation in Europe, as 
created by the Treaty of Peace in 1919, and to whom 
we owe a debt of gratitude for the friendly and selfless 
way in which for several years he has made us free 
of his unrivalled knowledge and experience, has taken 
the trouble of summing up for us the case as it is 
presented in this book. He says: 


“ The authors of the Treaty of Versailles, when they 
carried out the conditions of the Thirteenth Point 


1The French original of this historic letter, written at the 
‘Court of St. James on November 17, 1772, is in Angeberg, Recueil 
des traités, conventions et actes diplomatiques concernant la Pologne 
(1762-1862) (Paris, 1862). It is an answer to a letter of King 
Stanislas, in which the latter said: ‘‘ Europe, if it delays to 
provide in time the remedy for these fatal calamities inflicted 
upon Poland, will have cause to rue the misery which in her 
apathy it permits to overcome this country... . Your Majesty 
reigns over a wise nation, which in all times has maintained 
cordial and constant relations with Poland, its equal in the love 
of freedom and in nobility. Trade with Poland, profitable 
as well as necessary to Europe, cannot be assured if our pos- 
sessions and rights are not maintained in their integrity.” 
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of President Wilson and created ‘an independent 
Poland with a free access to the sea,’ were not without 
doubts about the solidity of their creation. When the 
resurrected Poland appeared from the tomb in which 
one hundred years ago it had been hidden by the 
three great autocratic Powers, they looked at it with 
sympathy, but also with the pity which is felt for a 
child born with a precarious hold on life. 

“For the past could not be wholly forgotten. 
However great had been the crime committed by the 
three Empires, which now had received their just 
deserts, Poland, had it not been in part responsible 
itself for its fate? The perpetual quarrels, the 
weakness of the Government, had they not demon- 
strated that this attractive race did not possess the 
qualities needed to form a State? Was agreement 
possible between the three parts which for a 
long time had been subjected to the divergent in- 
fluences of Vienna, of Berlin and of St. Peters- 
burg? People went so far as to declare that after 
all the creation of Poland would have its use: it 
would be the prey destined to pacify some day a 
reconstituted Russia and a reconciled Germany. 

“Poland took upon herself to give the lie to these 
doubts and evil prophecies1 The menace at that 
time to Europe was the Bolshevik invasion, and 
when the Red armies threw themselves at Warsaw, 


1 By far the best book of reference on the contemporary 
situation of Poland is the book of Smogorzewski, La Pologne 
Restaurée (Paris, 1927). - 
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many believed that this was the end of a dream and 
that Poland, just reborn, would cease to exist. We 
know what Mr. Lloyd George thought on the subject. 
Yet, as in 1683 when Poland saved Vienna and the 
whole of Western Europe from the Turkish invasion, 
so in 1920 Marshal Pilsudski arrested the movement 
of the Soviet armies, which flowed back in disorder. 
From that day Moscow has not dared to overstep its 
western frontier. Then Poland began to organize. 
Again it was predicted that the Polish rule would bring 
ruin to the part of Upper Silesia which fell to its 
share after the plebiscite. But after some setbacks 
the mines prospered as of yore. 

“Naturally, the new State met with political and 
financial difficulties in abundance, but when Marshal 
Pilsudski assumed power he turned to Americans for 
advice, and the result of the Kemmerer Inquiry was 
such that a loan was launched even without the support 
of the League of Nations. ‘The United States absorbed 
three-quarters of it; the finances of Poland were 
placed on a solid foundation ; the zloty was stabilized, 
and the American expert, who resides in Warsaw, 
gives an excellent account of Poland in his quarterly 
reports on the economic and financial position. 

‘“‘ Economic prosperity accompanies financial con- 
solidation: the port of Danzig is inadequate to 
accommodate all the products coming out of Poland ; 
Gdynia, a national port, contributes to the rapid 
increase of the capacity for exports. The peasant 
is producing: in Poland, as in other countries in 
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Europe, people understand that it pays to work and 
that work is better than political agitation. 

“‘ In these circumstances the point of view changes ; 
sympathy becomes more outspoken and compassion 
is replaced by a growing admiration and respect. 
Really, this people is worthy to form a State; it 
contains thirty million people, and occupies the fifth 
place among the nations of Europe ; its area gives it 
the fourth place after France, Germany and Spain. 
We see a State which is on the way to become one 
of the Great Powers of Europe. Its weight will 
increase in the balance of power in Europe; it must 
be taken into account. . 

** But Poland cannot live without the outlet to the 
sea insisted upon by President Wilson. To obtain 
it East Prussia had to be separated from the Reich: 
the Polish Corridor gets the better of the German 
Corridor, and thus is born a political controversy 
which has not been closed yet. The Germans refuse 
to accept the detachment of East Prussia, and for 
this reason they have not accepted yet the frontiers in 
the east, as since Locarno they have done for the 
western frontier. 

““Henceforward the important problem of the 
Corridor cannot be discussed without reference to the 
book which Augur produces. The publicist dissects 
the problem into its component parts, he analyses 
it thoroughly, so that in the end nothing remains of 
the problem, because his thesis which awards the gain 


to Poland comes out perfectly justified under his pen. — 
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“Augur says that ethnographic considerations 
cannot prevail unless they are backed by economic 
and political facts. In the case of the Corridor the 
facts favour Poland. Not only is the Corridor in- 
habited by a people which is Polish by origin, language 
and customs, but if Poland did not possess this approach 
to the sea it would not breathe. Poland, and not 
Poland alone, but also Czechoslovakia and the Ukraine, 
unless the unpracticable détour through Memel far 
away is considered, would be obliged to use exclusively 
the German ports on the Baltic Sea. Germany, on 
the other hand, can freely communicate by sea with 
East Prussia. Poland’s need is imperative, even if 
Germany is placed at an inconvenience. It is most 
interesting to trace the historical development of the 
problem of the Corridor, and particular attention 
should be given to Augur’s chapter about Danzig, 
the city of the Hansa, a Free City like Hamburg, 
Bremen and Liibeck. 

“The privileges of Danzig come from the Kings of 
Poland ; the port could not exist without the Polish 
hinterland. When Frederick II in the First Partition 
cut off Danzig from Poland, the city began to perish, 
and revived only when in the succeeding dismember- 
ment the connexion was re-established. _ 

“The Polish case has been heard and the award is 
in its favour. Henceforward there is no object in 
declaring that no solution of the problem of the 
Corridor can be satisfactory at the same time to 
Poland and to Germany. The latter must accept the 
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inevitable—the Polish Corridor. Poland owned it 
before the abominable Partitions and must remain 
in possession now. Retribution for political crimes 
knows no time-limit, and Poland must stand restored 
as it was in 1772, that is, with its access to the open sea. 
East Prussia is a colony conquered by the Teutonic 
Knights and not a part of Germany. An eminent 
Lithuanian told us the other day: ‘ Germany has no 
more right to claim the territory separating it from 
East Prussia than Italy if it demanded a land bridge 
to Rumania under the pretext that under the Emperor 
Trajan the Romans colonized the country.’ 

*“‘ Germany must get accustomed to the presence of 
Poland, it must get accustomed to see Poland grow, 
for the race reproduces itself with great rapidity, and 
economic conditions permit the existence on Polish 
soil of a much larger population than is the case to-day. 

“The War has created a new situation : old Europe 
exists no longer; and if the Germans have suffered 
a loss, the fault is not with the Treaties, which have 
only consecrated the new state of affairs. If to re- 
proach is useful, let them reproach themselves, 


because they who could prevent the War did not do 
so.” 


We want to carry Monsieur Seydoux’s argument a 
step further and repeat, what we have said already, 
that Germany’s position in Europe as a Great Power, 
an equal among equals, dictates the need for it to 


treat Poland on a plane of perfect equality. This 
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means that in a Europe which each day is knit more 
closely into one unit by the work going on unceasingly 
under the zgis of the Covenant of the League of 
Nations, no nation may speak of its own interests 
without having in view also those of the sister-nations 
which these interests may concern. We do not admit 
that anything which we have said can be used as an 
incitement for Poland to oppose Germany, or as an 
attempt to persuade anybody in Europe to give to 
Poland an unfair advantage over Germany. But our 
mind is made up that the interests of unity and of the 
stability of peace in Europe are best served by an 
objective statement of the rights which cannot be 
refused to Poland if it is treated as the equal of Ger- 
many. ‘The German Corridor would be a denial of 
this equality, and as such we cannot admit it. For 
centuries Pole and Prussian have fought for the outlet 
to the sea; to-day the fight is finished, and it should 
be the business of all people in Europe, including 
Republican Germany, to say that it is finished.t 


1JIn October 1928 Dr. Krone, speaking at a conference in 
 Stettin of the People’s Catholic Union, said: ‘‘ We always 
speak about a ‘ Polish Corridor’! Have we the right for this ? 
Should we not try to discover how the question appears to the 
other side? I have had the occasion of talking to a Pole, of 
discussing with him frontier relations and especially East Prussia. 
The man knew no Polish Corridor, but he knew an East Prussian 
island in the Polish State. We must make up our mind to 
consider our relationship with Poland from this point of view 
and to understand it.”” (Reported in the Deutsche Tageszeitung, 


October 27, 1928.) 
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Frohlockt, ihr Berge, jauchzt, ihr Hiigel ! 
Der weisse Adler spannt die Fligel 

Aus iiber ein erléstes Land ; 

Dass er von Staub und Blut und Asche 
Den Glanz der Fliigel rein sich wasche 
Enteilet er zum Meeresstrand. 


The above epigraph is taken from Deutsche Polenliedey, a 
collection of poems published in 1917 by Professor Hans Del- 
briick and dedicated by him to General von Beseler, Governor- 
General, of Warsaw in 1916-1918, the ‘‘ Verkiinder des neuer- 
standenen K6nigreichs Polen,’’ that is, the man who announced 
to the world Germany’s intention to resurrect Poland. 
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KARL MARX ON THE POLISH QUESTION 
(Extracts from the ‘“‘ Neue Rheinische Zeitung,’ 1848) 


Article of August 7th. . . . Bonavita Blank, the abbot of 
Paradies near Schaffhausen, had a way of training pigeons 
and magpies so that these birds, whilst flying about free, 
always came back to him: he cut off the lower parts of 
their beaks. Unable to pick up their food, they were 
obliged to return to be fed by his hand. The good citizens, 
looking on from afar, saw the birds settle on the shoulders 
of the venerable father, seemingly on familiar terms with 
him. So they admired his culture and skill. His bio- 
grapher says that the birds loved Blank as their benefactor. 
And the Poles, chained, mutilated and branded, refuse to 
love their Prussian benefactors ! 

To describe the good done to them by Prussia we 
cannot do better than quote the Report prepared by the 
Commission for the Defence of Popular Rights. For the 
deliberations of the Assembly of the Germanic Confedera- 
tion (in Frankfort) were based on it. To begin with, in 
' the usual style of diplomatic documents, we are told how 
in 1815 by the incorporation and reunion of territories the 
Grand Duchy of Poznania was created. The promises 
made to the Poznanians by King Frederic William 
III are then set out: preservation of their nationality, 
language and religion, appointment of a Polish governor- 
general and a share in the advantages of the famous 
Prussian constitution. We know how these promises were 
kept. . . . Then Herr Stenzel (the gentleman who drew 
up the Report of the Commission) establishes that in 1843 
there were in the Grand Duchy 790,000 Poles, 420,000 
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Germans and about 80,000 Jews, in all about 1,300,000 
inhabitants. The Poles, among them Archbishop Przyluski, 
state that there were in Poznania 800,000 Poles and, after 
deducting the numbers of Jews, civil servants and military, 
not more than 250,000 Germans. But let us keep to the 
figures of Herr Stenzel; they suffice for what we want to 
demonstrate. Let us admit, therefore, that there were 
420,000 Germans in the Grand Duchy. What does this 
Germanic element represent ? 

From the political point of view the German middle 
class, which for centuries has taken root in Poland, was 
no more a part of Germany than are the Germans who 
have settled in America, and not more than the French 
colony in Berlin or the 15,000 French in Montevideo are 
part of France. As far as was possible in view of the 
decentralization which prevailed in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries, these immigrants had become Poles 
—Poles of German tongue. Their ties with their country 
of origin had been broken long ago. . . . But these Ger- 
mans established in Poland became an obstacle to the 
formation of Polish towns with a Polish bourgeoisie ; 
speaking a language different from that of the mass of the 
population, isolated from the latter, but enjoying a thousand 
various privileges and in the possession of special municipal 
liberties, they held up the process of centralization which 
in every country represents the most certain means for a 
swift development. Each town had its own laws, and in 
those of them where the population was mixed, Germans, 
Poles and Jews often were governed under different 
codes. .. . Yet the Germans did not rise above the 
lowest commercial level ; they did not amass large capital, 
and neither knew how to develop industry on a large 


scale, nor were able to extend commercial relations. It 


was reserved to the English, and especially to Cockerill, 
who came to Warsaw, to implant industry in Poland... 
and, if we speak about the services rendered to Poland by 
the Germans, let us not forget their narrow-mindedness 
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and petty middle-class spirit ; for they possess the defects 
of both races without their qualities. . . . 

‘Since the First Partition (says Marx, quoting the Report) 
the enmity between the Poles and the Germans, and 
especially the Prussians, has grown enormously. Prussia’s 
blows were directed against the old Polish customs and 
the whole organization of life in the country. But the 
Poles were not the only ones to be acquainted with the 
perturbation introduced into the whole existence of a 
country by the precise and rigorously applied regulations 
of the famous Prussian bureaucracy. ... This know- 
ledge was shared by other Prussian subjects, and especially 
by the Rhinelanders. . . . We have in mind the civil 
servants of the period of 1772 to 1806 whose base nature, 
cupidity, corruption and brutality became so manifest 
in the betrayals of 1806 (Marx refers to the collapse of the 
Prussian administration after Napoleon’s victory at Jena). 
It was alleged that these functionaries protected the 
Polish peasant against the nobility, being rewarded in 
return with the blackest ingratitude. But they should 
have known that nothing, not even benefactions imposed 
by force, can compensate for the loss of national inde- 
pendence. 

We too (Marx means the Rhinelanders) know the way 
in which not so long ago the Prussian administrators tried 
to become our benefactors. What Rhinelander has not 
“come up against these inveterate Prussian bureaucrats, 
recently imported into our province? Who has not had 
the occasion of wondering at their incredible arrogance, 
their self-sufficience and the shameless insolence with 
which they intervened in all things; the mixture of 
stupidity and infallibility which is their peculiar character- 
istic, and their dictatorial rudeness ... we have no 
difficulty in imagining their conduct in Poland, where at 
will they could use the stick and the methods of the Inquisi- 
tion. Their arbitrary methods so endeared them to the 
population that, immediately after the battle of Jena, the 
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Poles rose as one man and expulsed the Prussian func- 
tionaries . . . but the bureaucracy, “ reorganized, trained 
and incorruptible,” reappeared in 1815 and resumed its 
efforts to break the Polish resistance. . . . 

Article of August 11th. . . . The Partitions of Poland 
before 1815 were acts of brigandage, what followed after 
was a theft. Honest German, learn how you have been 
deceived! After the Third Partition of Poland Frederic 
William confiscated for the profit of his State the Polish 
public domains and the estates of the Catholic clergy .. . 
the King took over these possessions to assure, so he 
declared, their better administration. In reality they were 
given away, ceded and sold. ‘The sums received benefited 
the Prussian Treasury. . . . We can prove that with few 
exceptions, or even without exception, all these properties 
and forests are situated in that part of Poznania which it 
is now desired to incorporate in the Germanic Con- 
federation. It was necessary to include them in the 
Confederation so that some day they should not return 
to the Polish nation . . . the frontier line has been decided 
solely in regard to the situation of these estates and has 
been regulated by the cupidity of the Prussian Government. 
Whilst the German bourgeoisie dropped tears at the 
thought about the alleged sufferings of its (German) 
brothers in Poznania, whilst it was consumed with the 
desire of protecting the eastern Marches, whilst it worked 
up its indignation against the supposed barbarism of the 
Poles, the Prussian Government, acting silently, reaped the 
material profit. . . 

Article of August 19th. . . . The independence of Poland 
is necessary to us Germans more than to any other nation. 
What constitutes the power of reaction in Europe since 
1815 and even since the first French revolution ?—The 
Holy Alliance of Russia, Prussia and Austria. What is 
the link between the members of the Holy Alliance >—The 
Partitions of Poland by which all three have profited. . . . 


The brigandage which together they have committed a 
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establishes their solidarity. Ever since Poland was first 
divided up Germany has fallen into the bondage of Russia. 
Russia wished that Austria and Prussia should remain 
absolute monarchies and they were obliged to conform 
with her wish. The weak and timid efforts of the Prussian 
bourgeoisie to conquer power were defeated by the impos- 
sibility of escaping from the grip of Russia and from the 
assistance which the latter gave to the feudal and absolutist 
caste in Prussia. . . . As long as a part of Poland remains 
chained to Prussia, as long as we ourselves remain chained 
to Russia, we cannot get rid of our patriarchal and feudal 
absolutism. ‘The resurrection of a democratic Poland is 
the essential condition for the reconstruction of a demo- 
cratic Germany. .. . And clearly it is not the shadow of a 
State which we must create with a theoretical independence. 
Poland must start life reconstructed on a solid foundation. 
It is necessary that Poland should have its frontiers of 
1772 at least. Jt must possess not only the basins of its 
great rivers, but also their estuaries and, on the Baltic at 
least, a long strip of the coast. . . . Naturally, in view of 
the intermixing of the Polish and German populations 
along the frontier, the two countries would be obliged to 
make mutual concessions so that, by the force of circum- 
stances, some Germans would become Poles, and some 
Poles Germans. ... 

Article of August 21st. . . . What is the iron law which 
will bring about the liberation of Poland? It is that 
to-day the reign of the aristocracy, which since 1815 ruled 
in Poznania and Galicia and partly in Russian Poland, is 
at an end and buried, as ended in 1772 the old democratic 
nobility. The creation of an agrarian democracy has 
become for Poland not only a political question, but a social 
one, a question of life and death. Agriculture, that fountain 
of life of the Polish nation, would be ruined if the serf 
did not become the free owner of the land. But an 
agrarian revolution is impossible if it is not accompanied 
by the conquest of national independence. Poland must 
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regain possession of the coast of the Baltic and of the estuaries 
of its rivers . . . the ancient Poland, the Poland of the 
democratic nobility, is dead and buried long ago . . . but 
a strong son has been born to it and more than one of the 
complacent writers in Berlin may have cause to fear to 
make his closer acquaintance. He is getting ready to lay 
a hand upon the wheel of history, he is the Poland of a 
peasant Democracy. ... 

Article of August 26th. . .. You have devoured the 
Poles, but, by God, you will never be able to digest them 
. . . (quotation from a speech of a Polish deputy). 

The full text of these remarkable articles is given in a 
book published in Paris under the title: Karl Marx, La 
Question Polonaise devant IT Assemblée de Francfort 
(Paris, 1920). 
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